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3entirely dependent upon voluntaryaid. 3

The Contributions, amounting to £3-~ ~—.~, =

have been expended in making the Engine Appliances

moreefficient.

 imated that the Annual Expenses  It is es
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y and Tradesmen.

 

readily subscribed by the Gent  
Theservices of the Brigade have been cheer-

cheerfully given when required; and, should an emer- 185 9

gencyarise, the Inhabitants may rely on their exertions

we
re
pl
ea
se
d

to
ca
ll

th
e
Op
po
si
ti
on
;
he

wa
a

ha
d

th
e

pl
ea
su
re

ot
ne

¢

 

it
n
o
t

-
a
-
y

v
u
e

ad

to mitigate the suffering andloss fromFire.

 

You are hereby respectfully and e mestly

}
d
i
s
p
u
t
e

fi
at
e
wo
ul
d

br
uv
e
be
en

solicited to assist in this good cause.

J. HODGSON, Greasurer.

W. PLEDGE, Chairman.
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may deem the Institution merits; and which aid

will be faithfully appropriated to the object for f

whichit is solicited.
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°Mr. Walton remarked that they bad had another warning | golately of tho Inefticlency of the means possessod by the | ae=} town for extinguishing tlre. On the occaston of tho recent | Xafire at Dovonshire-terrace, no one could at first flnd the | akey of the lire engine house, then something was in the | >oway snd the engine could not be got out, and when got ont | zc{t wasuselers. He believed the town just now was more

Interested In this than in any other public question.—The |
Chairmen agreed that it was causing a great deal of auxicty,
and he noticed that the arrangeinents which had bean mado
for, exercising and testing the engine were not acted upon.

\ Xho rame negloct hadoccurred in the case of the life boat,
\ dhe crow of which wasto exercise oncom moatb, but that

ed dropped off.—The Deputy Clerk suggested that tho
Zgcal Board should take the matter in hand themseives —
Mr. Walton belioved that Mr. Tingle and Mr. Hodgson,
whohad the inanagement ofthe fire-engine, were much dix.
couraged that the Local Board had not assisted thom tn
certain applications they had made.—Eveuvually it was

PP xranged that Mr. Clark should see Mr, Hodgson upon tho } a
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New engine delivered August,

& Hythe Gazette

Brroapk—A meeting ‘was |“"SanpoaTR Fine
Captain A.,Keoler, in|called Inet Saturday by

connection with the ire Brigade. After an!
inapection and some explanation of the new fire

‘engine and escape, the captain pointed out |
‘| those presedt, tho object of the. meeting, which
was to elect a lieutenant and eight members, |

| making 10 in’ all, including Mimself Thefollow: |
| ing gentlemen we ctad: Messrs. W. B.

ae|

 

   

 

  
 

  
   

   

| Kennett (licutonant), (Harris, Franklin, Hilsd
| Russen, McLachlan, al

eeeEee tne| Harrison.
Rogers not being present, and one inore

"| being required to cuinplete tl}
Harrison was elected unanimousl.
Ro; wera then proposed by Mr. Kennett a3|

8 for the ottice of supernumoraries, tobe |
ballotted foe at the next meeting. The conan i
Riceoted that Mr. Harris should take the office of

he having had more experience
in fire s3 than those present, {r,
McLachlan seconded this, which waa carried.
After an hour's’ practice with the engine and
escapo, the first meetingavas brought to a satia-
factory close, * Messrs. Fynmore and Franklin, of
the committee, were present during the practico//2)
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It has long beea felt that Sin Irate soul possess an

ving with suitable modecn apol..nees for

and saving life. Several efor’s have at

intervals been made towar ls this end. A lerous offer \

of “ fifty p unds “having just been ma le by James Morris

?sq., the Cumenittce now appeal to the Tih abitents of the |

i wvhood tf» rate an a !litional 1 of £150 to |
carry out the ua le taki

minittee Consists of tt

L.B Heelh and theu im

Messis. Abi ry
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1882. See Folkestone

of September 16th, 1953.
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h
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r
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h
i
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i
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re
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re
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c
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.
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p
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n
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c
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h
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h
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h
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{team kindly lent Captain Keeler the use of
‘four lengths of his leather hose for the pur-

jtheir return to Bromley, Captain Nichols
jreturning thy next day, 2S. DX CRP3.

VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE,

On Wedneslay last, C. Nichols, Esq., the
| Honorary Capt. of the Sandgate Brigade wid:

Captain of the Bromley Brigade, paid Sand- |
gate a vieib with seven of Ins men for the
purpose of going through a series of drills
with the Home team, which was under the
eommand of Captain Keeler and Lieutenant
Kennett. ‘The Bromley men arrived in
Sandgate about 10 a.m, andbeing very auxious
to see the town, and enjoy a strol) on the
beach, an hour or two was given them for so
doing before commencing ‘their? drills, which
took place a%3 o'clock in afield kindly lent
for the occasion, by Mr. Golden, Some smart
Jritting on both sides, which lasted nearly
three hours was given, The Browley Brigade
were entertuined by that of Sandgate to a
apreal, provided by Mr. Rigden at the
Alexandra Hotel, Captain Nichols spoke iu
high terms of the Sandgate Brigade for the
manuer in which they had gone through their
drills. ‘Lhe chairman of the committee Was
present at the practice, and with the Brigade
thoronghly appreciated Captain Nichols’s
justractions. The captain of the Bromley

pose of a competition, in whieh the Sandgate
Brigade take part in next week at Sandwich. |,
Mr, Boueh took command of the team upon 
‘pas FieBRIGADE turned out promptly on

Tuesday night shortly after twelve, in answer

to a call stating that there was an extensive
fire at Hythe. The men were at the station in

| seven or eight minutes all being present except

| one, who was awayfrom Sandgate. The engine
|was taken to a place just beyond Sandgate

| Station,» where it was found the fire actually
was a clover stack, belonging to Mr. Usher

iene in flames, on a high bank behind the’

xailway. Water was too far away for the
brigade to do anything, although had another

brigade came at the first. onset the combined |

hese Jwould probably have enabled the men to

| save half the clover. Finding the stack doomed |

they came away, after staying about an hour |

and ahalf. The Hythe brigade cameafter,

and went away without being able to do any-

thing. The Sandgate mengot hemeat three

on Wednesday morning, and on the afternoon

of the same day went to Mr. Brockman’s resi-

  

and the utility of the fire-escape in taking
persons out of the windows of the mansion.

The respected owner watched the proceedings,

and was so well pleased with the smartness of

the brigade that he promised to become a

yearly subscriber to the funds. lAOY

 

Tue Fire Bricape—The fire bridgade was
out on Monday eveningpractising in Lord Pel-
ham’s grounds. Thehose wastested to see if it
would carry a stream of water to the mansion,
but it was found that nearly 500 feet more in
length would be required for that purpose. There
is a splendid supplyof water at this part of Sand-
gate from the Folkestone Waterworks, and the
state of affairs delicately placed before his lord-
ship might result in the fund for the additional
hose being materially assisted. 26. 7.94
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for the manner in which the y had gone

through theirdrills. The Chairman and
the Committee were present at the

-| practice, and, with the Brigade, thor- |
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On Wednesdaylast CG. Nickels, Esq.,
the Honorary C%ptain of the above
Brigade, and Captain of the Bromley
Brigade, paid Sandgate a visit with 7

of his men for the purpose of going
through aseries of drills with the home
team, who were under the commandof
Ca; tain Keeler and Lieut. Kennett. The
3romley menarrived in Sandgate about
10am. Thedrills took place at three
o'clock in a field lent for the occasion by
Mr Golden, some smart drilling on both
sides ensued, which lasted nearly three
hour The Bromley Brig: were
entertained by the Sandgate Brigade to
a spread provided by Mr Rigden, of the
Alexandra Hotel. Captain Nickals spoke
in high terms of the Sandgate Brigade

  

   

 
 

g
oughly appreciated Captain Nickals’
instruction. The Captain of the Bromley
team very kindly lent Captain Keeler
the use of four lengthy of his leather
hose for the purpose of a competitionin
which the Sandgate Brigade take part in
next week, 2S Reg 1953

 
a

 

s=--SANDGATE VOLUNTEER FIRE
é BRIGADE. 4

{. On Tuesdaylast, the membors of the above
; brigade paraded in uniform, and marched
throughthe townwiththe engine, to take pos

| session of the new engine house, which has
been supplied for their use by the kindness of
a ladyin this town. ‘Thebuilding is a pretty
piece of work, and is well worthyof a visit to
anyvisiting the town. It was designed and
built by Mr. Waddle. After the members had
“partaken of a good substantial supper the
usual loyal toasts were given by the chairman
(Captain Keeler) and “ Success to the Brigade.”
Miss Reill health was drank with enthu
siasm, andseveral capital songs were rendered

iremen Bushell, Harrison, McLachlan, |
ng and Harris during the evening. The|

brigade have now been

 

   

   

 

established over|
eighteen months, and although they have not|
yet hada call, we are pleasedto say theyare
in most efficient form, and whentho time comes
wefeel sure they will not be found wanting.|
The brigade havereceivedliberal support from
their President, Lord Pelham, the resident}
sentry and tradespeople, and also from Sir E.|
Watkin. Further contributions would be|
gratefully received by their secretary, as the
brigade are in want of a few more lengths of
hose andseveral minor appliances.

' The brigade will visjt Underhill and Beach-
borough on Mondaynext, at 7 and 8 p.m., for|
the purpose of inspecting the water supplies,|
in order to ascertain where the hose maybe
bestfixed in the case of fire occurring in those|
districts. 20.6. 54.
 

TestING THE Firb BrigapE.—Last Friday
the smartness of the fire brigade was put to a
test. It had been arranged that Lord Pelham
should summon them at some time during the
week, and at 9 p.m. on Friday the call was
given. Within three minutes the firemen were
assembled, in seven minutes tho horses were
harnessed to tho fire engine with the escapo

| behind, andin three minutes moro they were in
Lord Pelham’s grounds. The brigade mustered
full, under Capt. Keoler and Liont. Kennett, and
the performance must be regarded as a very
midieies one, Sep 7 9P44
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On Wednesday night about 11,80 as two!
young men named C, Philpott and J. Lee
were coming upthe High “street they were
startled to see flames issuing from the door
way of Dr, Howard’s House, with great |,
presence of mind they succeeded in checking
the flames until 11 80 when assistance arriv- 84
ing the flames were extinguished, =On
examination it was found that the lamp over
the door, getting over-heated set the wood-
work blazing. Great credit is due to the
young men, for had it not been for the timely
assistance a serious conflagration would
doubtless have been tho result as koth Dr
Howard’s House and Beach Rocks adjoining

| 4
 

i are of wood. 2°. /2.
So

| Duk Fix Buraapr.—Tho memboraof the Firo

  
   

Brigade have been undergoing a series of extra
drill, in preparation for the competition at Mar. 85
ate on October 7th, 1985      

‘ Supper To Frremen.—On Tuesday evening
|the members of the Volunteer Fire Brigade},
|were entertained bytheir Lieutenant (Mr. V 86
B. Kennett) at supper, at his residence, whore
a most enjoyable evening was spent by the
mon. DerrCIPC

   

 

Anarm oF Fire.—About 1.80 mid-day on
Good Friday an alarm wasraised that the|»
Vicarage was on fire. The brigade were 86
quickly on the scene, and it was found that
the fire was not so serious as anticipated, it
being nothing more than a quantity of furze
alight in front of the Rey. E. M. Evans’
residence. CASIOSE.

       

   

TaKY ae 19 SE

FIRE AT SANDGATE.

Some damage was done on ‘Tuesday after
noon by fire at two small cottages behind y
Prospect-place, Sandgate, and occupied one F 86
by Mr. Goodburn, and the other by. Mr.|
Moore. The fire, which was fortunately|
subdued before it could gain any hold on the
buildings, was caused through the proximity
of a beamto one of the kitchen flues.
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‘ gotic Secretary need only, in his canvass for

THE HYTHE AND SANDGATE FIRE
IGADES.

Ourforefathors of the most primitive times,
whenbricks and mortar wure not so freely used |
as now, had the sense to take, on the
principle that self-proservation is the first law
of naturo, the most careful precautions against
fire, Thus, in several parishes in rural England,
the earliest of vestry documents show that pro-
vision was mado for the alarum, often a rapid
pull of ono of the church bells, to be sounded
on the ontburst of a fire. Others were com
missioned to douse the endangered building
with water, somo told off to rescue property
and lite and to provide sholter for those the
devouring element had rendered homelass.
Of course with the advance of time, improve-
monts were made in the modeof ropressing fires,
until most parishes had their fire engines or
knew anot distant locality where they could
find one. Dickens, in his ‘‘ Sketches by Boz,”
gives an amusing description of tho practising of
tho Darel engine, wherein tho beadle of the
parish waxes so warm with enthusiasm that he
pumps over himself, consequently catching a
cold, which despatched him to that world
where fire-engines are not reqaired. It is
gratifying for the inhabitants of Hythe and
Sandgate to know that the efficiont fire brigades
which they possess are always in readiness for
action. Inu Sandgate the engine can be seenin '
its house, ‘‘as clean as a new pin,” by tho
pedestrian as he passes through the Broadway, /"S~
imparting a sense of security which is amongst \%5]
the most charming experiences of human life. Hiay
Whonweconsider that several of the houses in cx"
Sandgate groan undor the burdenof years, and
are largely constructed of wood boarding, one
can easily imagine how rapidly flames would B77
spread, »specially when fanned by a_ brisk
breeze, were they not instantanoously checked, }
Sandgatonians, however, can retire to rest with she
the confidence of a child in their volunteer
defenders. Assoon as ths alarm is given, a
number of stalwart young and active men_ will
be on the scene, and if human energy and, we|
believe, [bravery, can subdue natnre’s fiercest |

  

element and rescue endangered life, we think t
the Sandgate Fire Brigade will achieve that
result. In Hythe the inhabitants may feel 3
equally confident in their Fire Brigade, com-
manded by Capt. Cobb. The annual dinner of >
the brigade, which was held last week, proved
howenthisiastic these guardians of the safety
of the town can befor the crodit of their volun-
teer service. But a tono of sadness encroached
into the assembly, and although but a monotone,
should arouse the attention ef tho inhabitants.
Mr. Ashdown, the Secretary, said they required
more support, and Mr. West wanted to turn the
Jubilee year, as far as its local observance went,
into ‘an occasion, as ho pathetically said, for       “sending roundthe hat.” The Secretary plain- G
tively alluded to the lack of interest shown by
the Corporation in not attending to witness nad
“their practises. Nay; rather let the brigade i
convert their absence into an eloqnont compli- plit
ment. Tho Mayor, the Town Clerk, and the
Corporation feel the townso socure in the hands
of these ‘‘ Knights of tho Order of the Flame ”
that they consider they havo no need to over-
look drills which they know will bo perfectly
performed. Lot it, however, bo brought home
to the inhabitants that tho brigade needs more
pecuniary help, in order more carefully to pro-
tect tho anciont borough from havirg gaps made
on its hillsides and on its plain by man’s most
releatless foo, and wearo sure that the ener-

notice

support, knock and the door will be readily

opened unto him, and the genial Mr. West, who :

has promised to accompany the Secretary in his a

canvass, needonlyto ask and to rocoive.
—_____..-—-—. 74 td)



   

      

 

     

  

  
  

  

    

  

  
  

  

  

       

     

    

    

  

  
  

     

   

   

 

  
  
     

   

    

   
     

   

   
    

   
   

 

  

    

     

    

  

   

   

      

      

    

     

     

    
     

 

 

*PRESENTATION TO ENGINEER
2 McLACHLAN.

 

The annual dinner of the Sandgate Urban
District Fire Brigade was held at the Nor-
folk Hotel, on Thursday evening, and was a
great success. The dress uniforms of officers
from the Shorncliffe Camp blended admi-
rably with the evening dresses, and the taste-
ful decorations of the spacious dining-room,
Lieut.-Colonel R. J. Fynmore, V.D., J.P.
presided, and there were also present:—Gapt.
Rupert (13th Hussars), Capt. W. B. Kennett
(Ist Cinque Ports Royal Garrison Artillery
Volunteers), Lieut. S. G. Goater
f Army Schools), Lieut. T. Wordley (Army
Servica Corps), Lieuts. Messenge and S. L.
Weston (Ist Cinque Ports Royal
\rtillery Volunteers), Capt. C.- H.
(Captain Sandgate Vire Brigade), Capt. J.
Ashdown (Captain Hythe Fire Brigade), My.ED. Mackenzie (representing Folkestone
Wire Brigade), Lieut, KE. T. Keeler (Sandgate
Fire Brigade), Rev. A. Wilson, Councillors
Huntley (Vice-Chairman of the § ndgate
Urban District Council), 0. H. Smith, Silli-
bourne, and - Greenstreet (Cheriton),Sergt.-Major Boyden (A.S.C Messrs.
Pang suis Martingell, - Keeler, G

J. Buss, W. S. Carter, G. Boyd, A.
»T. Woodman, W
Ledge Enginee;

Firemen Peerless, Lee, Moore,

  

 
  

   

Garrison 

 

  

 

     

 

 

 

   Sy indon,
Treacher, G.
McLachlan,

 

repast was p:
. Keeler, and was heartil
The CHAIRMAN, in “propo:

King,” observed that they in tha
hood had often had His Majesty with themin his official capacity, and he believed thatit was at Shorncliffe that the King receivedf the first time the royal salute as aLllonel. Thus, to a certain extent, they feltthat Hig Majesty was associated with themin that district. (Applause.)
Thetoast was enthusiastically received,Councillor HUNTLEY next gave “TheImperial Vorces,” which he described as axery popular toast, especially so in that dictrict, where they saw a great deal of onearm of the Service. Ho referred at lengthto the great inducements which now weroffered to soldiers on their enlistment in thepay of remuneration, barrack accommoda.tion, and comfort.

Anexcellent pared by Mr, E.   
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As to the VolunteerForces, perhaps there was cause for a greatdeal of dissatisfaction, but it was to behoped that
  i ALL WOULD BE WELT,with them soon. He would couple with thetoast the names of Lieut. Goater and Capt

 

(Inspector

Jacobs |had occurred, but h.

   

 

————

| fronnett.
Bvery cordiali

Officers and Committee,”
Jacob, and “The Subscri}

submitted by
An excellent musical

ty was extended tothe toast. ers,”
ly was the first to respond.; rE ¢ Program,Lieut, GOATS WMeputation of our

|

carried out, the contribute. StnHe said Us tponthe achievementsof

|

Councillor P. Greenstreet, “Tigteh
Armydid not rest "per oenturies, (Hear, |Messrs, Lack, Edgar Barts’ et ae
Ray The my, as they saw it in 4  

at the present time, and for some
was not the Army that

in the great Hependensiss ee

It was there that wo had

Army, with our 70,000 of el

“MATURED AND WALI-SEABONED TROOTE,

the Army was, to a certain ex ent,
1 As soon as a man

Bngland they saw
years past, the seas.

British

 

TROOPS.

th aaa nd nursery ;
ne Chae oan ined: yas transferred
a sufficiently trained he eeee es

to. the service battalions. - RN,
all brought home a short time ago, when

the Boer prisoners, were det brought ae
a, It was rather amaz) o § :

lepeet that our Army ARe: upon
; Th of course, e a 3

pietish soldier. had. gone to, tho front,and
they were greatly surprised to find such an
Ariny in India, composed entirely 0 athe
finished article, The Army at home wasina
sort of state of transition, and reortene :

from top to bottom was the order of t neyen :
They would hope that from the reconstruc:
tion of the War Office, and the grea i sa Wi
‘proved changes, a. better Army rows 2 7

evolved, which would oiea state 0:
orough efficiency. (Applause. ;

reroUgeCRUNNETT Suitably” replied on
behalf of the Auxiliary Forces, and expressed
the hope that if they were called uponthe
Volunteers would not be found deficient.

| rains stext toast was “The Sandgate Urhan
il,’ which was ably cubced

e Rey. A. WILSON. The rey. gentleman
widSe had been his privilege to know a
little of the late Chairman (Councillor O. H.
Smith), and he was startled to find, when he
came back from a holiday, that that gentle
man no longer held that office. ‘They had
entrusted the welfare of the town to the

| gentlemen, some of whom were there that
|night, and theyall knew how effectively the
Councillors had endeavoured to serve the,
Wesreaee to the town, for everyone who came $
| to Sandgate was charmed with the character
Jof the town. He hoped that under the pre-
sent Chairmanship there would-be a little
more prosperity for the townspeople as a
whole. :
Lieut.-Colonel FYNMORE, in reply, said

he would take the opportunityof saying how
well the Council had worked together during
the last three years, underthe chairmanship
of Councillor 0, H. Smith. By his ability
and energy they had made some
gress with the local government,
only to look at the way

THE TOWN WAS LIGHTED,

|and that they had made a start with what |
|had been an eyesore and drawback at the |

of the town,—the sea wall—andwest end
d_ done|

) Ho

 

 

 District Counce

 

 

1904
 

  
They had

they would find out what they 1
under Councillor Smith.
was afraid that
May

 

  (Appla
he was poaching on the |

r of Folkestone’s preserves, because he
las occupying the chair in’ Councillor
| Peden | t

  

’s district. The speaker had the igj Sreatest regard for the Mayor of Folkestone,
€jand these who were associated with him,| zand he would not for one minute attempt|

to encroach. That brought him to a poiut |
|Xery prominent with all the inhabitants ofSandgate. It was rather awkward-to think 4that that night they, with the Fire Brigade,and various institutions of Sandgate, couldnot say that all Sandgate was Sandgate. But |there need be no ill-feeling over that. Taat |was a point that would never be settled |without an Act of Parliament, which shouldbe obtained by some amicable means, vr theresult would bé expensive, and, for Sandgate,| unsuccessful. ‘The speaker algo vere ed tojthe sea wall. He thought that it ws rather,Strange that the County Council would not|pay for a groyne which had saved themhundreds of pounds as the result of thesaving it had effected to the road. Soon that|point would be completed, and they wouldbe free from the danger of being cut off bsroad from their neighbours. (Applause).Lieut.-Colonel FYNMORB next gave “TheSandgate Volunteer Fire Brigade.” Tt wasJa fact, he said, that Volante might never|be called upon for Service, but they could|nerer tell how soonthe fire brigade might bocalled upon to, go into action. Fortunatelsfor the town, nothing of a very ous nature4 ad they not had such anefficient, brigade, the outbreaks might have[meant disaster.’ They sea assured thatwhenever the brigade were needed, thatwould be ready to cope with any difficultiesThe toast was drunk with musical honourCaptain JACOB, plying, expressed |pleasure at the attendance of s> many smi,tary and Volunteerofficers, and members ofthe Council. This was the 22nd year of therigade’s establishment, and the Chairmanhad taken a great int in the Brigadesince its formation, in which he was ons of|the prime movers.’ They were butbrigade, but were ready always tp do theix|duty in the interests of the ‘town. :heir men had been in the Brin1882, and he still tooka very activa dintin the Brigade. After thanking te sub-Past support, Capt. Jacoh

 

 

  
  

  

 

     

One of
ade since

pores for their
asked the Chairman to present to Engi ,McLachlana. littl« gift from the subscribersas atoken of their appreciation of hig longservice,

The CHAIRMAN thenEngineer Mclachlan on hig long period ofservice, and handed over to him :' A HANDSOME MARBLE cLocr,rearing the following inscription :—"Pre.sented to Engineer H, J. McLachlan, by itesubseribers to the Sandgate Volunteer’ FireBrigade, on his ha ing completed 21 years’service in the Brigade, a8 a mark of theiresteem and appreciation of his icesoverbar000 ae health of the recipien|vas then drunk with much i ane
Ares

ch enthusiasm and
Bngineer McLACHLAN

her toasts were “Kindred Tire Bri 2)Proposed by Councillor. Smith, meat

complimente]
     

 

  
  

 

suitably replied. sponded to by Capt. Ashdown (HtythMr. E. D.:Mackensie (Folkestone)ang“ane
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“=—1 decision has given great dissatisfaction to

Tatsr Ataum or Fine, —Abouthalf-past eight
on Tuosday evening the fire-bell at tho Engine
House was rung by a messenger from the camp,
who stated that thero was a fire at Folkestono.
‘The local volunteer fire brigade sou ombled and
proceeded to Folkestone with their engine, but,
after gotting nearly as far as the Junction Station,
it was found that the alarm was false, what was
taken as a- fire being the glare of thofire at tho
cement works, which showed somewhat brilliantly
against thedullsky. 25. © 2D
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Lieutenant of the Volunteer Mire B

 

Ade,

THE Quarterly Practice of tho lifeboat
crew took place on Friday. The “ M eyer
de Rothchild” was Jaunched, andthe usual

Liactics were gone through.

|
\

The following protest has been lodged
against the decision in the Fire Brigade Com-
etition :—

¥ Borough Engineer's Office,
Folkestone,

29th August, 1889,
W.H. Harrison, Esq.,
Hon. Secretary,
Folkestone Tournament. i

Dear Sir,—Onbehalf of the Folkestone Fire
Brigade, I beg to lodge an ejection to the

"~~ first prize, in the competition of yesterday,|
being awarded to the Sandgate Brigade,on the
following grounds, viz. : : {
The Sandgate Brigade were disqualified,

as the mon commenced pumping before the
third length of hose was connected, whilst
the water had actually entered the third
length before the branch was fixed. Another
thing I wish to point out, and that is the
very unwise action of the Committee in
appointing Mr. Harris as Judge, seeing that
he was six years connected with the Sandgate
Brigade. I may add, in conclusion, that the

| manyof the outside public, and trust you will
haye the matter referred to a competent and
uninterested person.

Tam, dearSir, yours faithfully,
A. W. CONQUEST,

| Captain of Folkestoné Fire Brigade. -
ee 

o
a

es : their engines across the field, loose their horses,

  

by “six man drill.” ‘The men had to travel on‘

unlimber, and get a jet of water through the
nozzle of the hose, Mr. W. Harris, groundmanager to the tournament, was judge, and his
decision gave n good deal ofdissatisfaction to the| Folkestone men, who claim to have wonthefirst| Prize. The times werg: Sandgate, Im. 14-1 5thROC. ; Birchington, Im. 16sec,; and Folkestone,
1m. 18sec, Upto the moment when pumping beganFolkestone was considerably the quicker, but they
were nearly 10secs, in getting the wxter through,
The Sandgate men attached the first length ofhose and began to pump, screwing on the secondand third just as the water entered the first length,and saveda lot of time, 3t- &. 3
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Fire Brigade Competition,
There wer
and Birchi

[ Prizes £7 and £4,8 three entries—Folkestone, Sandgate,gton, and the competition was decided
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SANDGATE FIREMEN AT PARIS.

The English contingont of Firomen who took
part in the International Congross hold in Paris
last wook was accompanied by Captain Kennett
and Lioutenant Tuck, of tho Sandgate Tire
Brigade. ‘Tho exporienco of the reception they
received, the sights they witnessed, and the
pleasant associations of tho visit, in Calais and

~s| Paris, made a great impression upon their
minds. Tho invitations they received to dine

Brigades were so numorons, that they were
continually in and out of telegraph offices,
thankfully doclining numbors of them. Boxes
a‘ the best of tho theatres wore placed at the
disposal of tho officers, who, on entering in
uniform were geeted by uprising audiences,
singing the National Anthem and shouts of
“Vive le Sapeur Pompier Angleterro.”” They
received with the other oflicers gold medals
from tho President of the Republic to whom
thoy were personally presented, in commomora-
tion of their visit, and a flattering distinction
was mado with the English officers, who wero
elected on the committee of the French Fire

' Association, an honour which will be accom-
| panied by an enamelled medalin the place ofce| the one which they now possess 7: d| —— /

Fire Brigapr.—On Boxing night the members
Ff the local Volunteer Fire Brigade were onter-
ained at the Engine House by Lieut. J. Luck at a
nbstantial supper, when they spent a very
joyable evoning in toast and harmony, Tho

ingine House was vory prettily decorated for the
ccasion 6-12. OF

 
 

 

AMONG the places which have sent
delegates to attend the openingsitting of
the International Firemen’s Congress at
laris, are Sandgate and Sevenoaks. The
deputation consists of one hundred and
forty firemen and twelve firewomen,
representing 30,000 firemen of the United
Kingdom LETIP 

 

 

SanpaaTe fire Bricapx.—On Tuesday!
evening the Sandgate Fire Brigade drove into
Folkestone on their engine, Which was drawn
by two spanking horses. Engine and equip-
ments looked, as Dr. Alston would say,‘‘As fresh
as paint,” and the men had a yery cordial
reception, 2 7 27Opa

; FEx ELECTRIC LicH?
28Tani(405s+8008

SANDGATE VOLUNTEER FIRE
ape BRIGADE.

PRESENTATION, TO THE CAPTAIN,
b Be —

After drill on Tuesdaylast, the: Captain
of the Fire Brigadd, Mr. W. H. Jacob, was
presented by the firemen with a handsome
silver-mounted walking stick EngineerMcLachlan, in making the presentation,said the memberg wished to thank the
Captain for the interest he took in the
Brigade, especially with reference to the
work he had done in connection with the
Tecent fire at t Alhambra.

—

Captain
Jacob thankgd tha;members for their kind-

, ness in givihg himh.that most unexpected
| present. He was fparticularly struck with

» | their good feoling,{and he should value tho
gift as a mementg very much indood. He
assured them thaf whatever seryico he had
rendered was givdn most willingly, and as
long as ho was cohnocted with the Brigade,
he should always look after the welfare of
the members, and the best interests of the
town. Tho inscfiption on the band was
“ Presented to C4ptain W. H. Jacob by the
members of thé Sandgate Fire Briyade,
January, 1905,” } f ‘ iuFy arcge:£
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and lunch with the officers of the Foreign ‘
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Diary
stone Town F.C, from tirhe to
time and as an old goalkéeper
he considers the local clubivave
a good ‘un in this season's|sew-
comer Sale. ,

Oo Oo Go

GOOD NEWS f

Opportunities for training for
swimmers in Folkestone dyring
the coming winteris among the
week's good news.
Mr. Sam Rockett, managér of

the Folkestone Bathing Pool, is
behind this venture, and hetells
me that workmen are nowget-
ting the rock pool at the
Marina, Lower Sandgate Road,
ready for opening on Sunday,
September 27th.

Already Mr. Rockett has
arranged for three swimming
clubs, Folkestone, Dover and
Folkestone Pool, to use the pool
on_ different nights.
Students of the Police Train-

ing College at Sandgate will also
make use of the facilities, and
Mr. Rockett e that a
number of schools will do the
same.

“The Marina people are
spending a lot of money on the
pool and I am hoping their
jenterprise will be well support-
ed,” Mr. Rockett told me.
“Everybody I have spoken to

has wished the venture every
success, and I believe it will
provide a real need in a town
which js swim-minded.”

a Eccl
IT GOT AWAY

A really big fish got away at
Seabrook on Saturday after-
noon, I hear.

local angler was fishing
from the beach near Battery
Point when he got a terrific
itite.
Suddenly, as he played the

fish, a bass, nearly three feet
long according to the angler,|
leapt out of the water and over
a breakwater.
The fisherman's rod snapped

in two and the fish got away.
But maybe it is still about ready
to give some other angler the
chance to say: “It was the big-
gest fish.I have ever had on my
line; but it got away!”

Oo o Qo

SANDGATEFIRE
BRIGADE

Not so l.ng ego I cameacross

Folkestone & Hythe Gazette, Wednesday, Sept. 16th, 1953 kKee
Sandgate’s volunteer fire brig-
ade, which was established
nearly 100 years ago,

Its inception apparently took
place tn 1859 whena leaflet was
Issued to the good people ol
Sandgate stating that “should
an emer cy arise, the inhabi-
tants may rely on the Brigade’s
exertions to mitigate the suffer-
ny and loss fromfire.”

ater on, according to a
chronicler, a committee was
formed to raise sufficient money
to buy a new fire engine, the
donors including Lord and Lady
Pelhamof Enbrook.
The moneywas soon collected

and in August, 1882, the new
engine Was driven in triumph

Beacons at Zebra crossings in
Folkestone are now being
wired for light at nights. Here
are Corporation workmen
preparing one of the beacons.

through the town to its tem-
porary quarters in what is now
the Royal Kent Hotel garage.

a} o ao

FIRE ENGINE HOUSE

A yedr later, the Misses
Reilly, the new owners of En-
combe, built the Fire Engine
House. The occasion was cele-
brated with a parade in uni-
form and after the engine had
been safely installed in its new
quarters there was “a substan-
tial supper’
The brigade had an inter- some interesting facts about national reputation, too, and

vo
when the captain (Mr. w. B.
Kennett) and his jieutenant
(Mr. Tuck) attended the Inter-
national Congress in Paris
(1889) they were receivedby the
French President, who

—
pre-

sented them with gold medals,
They were a cled to the

French Fire Association. 2
Whenthe oflicers attended a

theatre in uniformthe audience
stopped the performance by
singing “ God ive the Queen”
and shouting “ Viveles Sapeurs
Pompier d’Angleterre.”

a Qo oO

|\LORD MAYOR'S SHOW

In November of the same
year Captain. Kennett
Chief of Staff in the Lord
Mayor’s Show. Lieut. Tuck, act-
ing as alde-de-camp, and six
other members took part,
On New Year's Eve, 1889/90,

the Brigade attended the
Watch Night Service at Sand-
gate Church and wore their
pew brass helmets for the first
me.
In 1891 Captain Kennett and

Lieut. Tuck were amongst those
presented to the German Kaiser
at the Crystal Palace.
Two years later Captain Ken-

nett and Lieut. Jacob
were the only English repre-
sentatives at the annual Con-
gress of the Belgian Federation
of Sapeurs Pompiers at Ghent.
Representatives of the Brigade
were at a similar festival at
Lyons in 1894.

o 0 Oo

AND IN CONCLUSION—

FOLKESTONE HARBOUR
will be closed to the public for
two months from September
28th while works are going on
there, but Br hh Railways have
kindly given Folkestone Sea
Angling Association permission
to use the pier for their annual
festival competitions on Novem-
ber 21st, 22nd and 23rd.

o oO a}

TO MARK Coronation year,
the Rector St. Martin's
Church, Cheriton, is asking the
parishioners to make a special
Thanksgiving Gift at harvest
thanksgiving on Sunday, Sep-
tember 27th so that the church
can be redecorated.

o o oO

PLANNING well ahead,
Folkestone Round Tablers have
fixed their annual dinner and
dance for Friday, March 19th,
next at the Queen's Hotel, but
on Friday, October 23rd, they
are holding a dance at the
Majestic Hotel to help the
Mayor's Coal Fund.

‘'TOWNSMAN. 
Coxcert.—A very successtul concert in aid ofKentisu Fire Bricapes ar Winpsor.—A. the funds of tho Sandgate Volunteor Wire Brigado

great demonstration by volunteerfire bigades was given. in the Gymnasium, Shornclilfe Camp,
took place at Windsor ou ‘Thursday last. on Wednesday, There was alarge audienco ie
Nearly 100 engines and 1,000 firemen attended sont, and numerous encores were Mia oOti neD ’ i i vere the pertormers:—Miss Minnieamongst those from Kent were the Canterbury following CieMaveecln NR Longleye the! Rey.Cathedral Fire Brigade, the Herne BayBrigade j SEWa Relay Capt. Newoury, Liethe Margate Brigade andtheWingham Brigade. Harris, Lieut, ‘Trevor, Lieut. Mc’Leod, and
The Cathedral Brigade was under the com.| Messrs, Jlunt, Moat, Grover, und Longley. , ue
mandof Lieutenant G. H. DeLasaux. Captain bandof the Lincolnshire Regimont also assisted.
J, W. Robinson commanded the Wingham,
and the Herne Bay Brigade under the direc- }
tion of Lieutenant Wacher. Bach fireman
vas presented with a commemorative medal. |
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iat the Annual Expenses

This, it is hoped, will be

readily subscribed by the Gentry and Tradesmen.

Che   rvices of the Brizade have been cheer

cheorfully given when required; und, should un emor-

geney arise, the Iihabitants may rely on their exertions

 

to mitigate the suffering and loss from Fire,

You ave hereby respectfully and earnestly

solicited to assist in this good cause.

 J. HODGSON, Treasurer,

W. PLEDGE, Chairman,

Mr. Wasr will have the pleasure of waiting upon you in

the course of a few days, to receive such aid as you

may deem the Institution merits; and which aid

will be faithfully appropriated to the object for

which it is solicited,
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Sandgate Fire Brigade.
  

2S .579-

Tire expenses attending this Undertaking 2

entirely dependent upon voluntary aid

 

The Contributions, amounting to $4~. c-

have been expended in making the Engine Appliances

more efficient

It is estimated that the Annual Expenses

will not exceed £/2-c -o ‘This, it is hoped, will be
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J. HODGSON, Trewsurer.

W. PLEDGE, Chairman,
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Brigade, paid Sandgate a visit with 7}!

-| practice, and, with the Br

 

: cottages behind|
Prospect-place, Sandgate, and occupied Sak
by Mr. Goodburn, and the other by M [

On Wednesday last G. Nickals, Esq.,

the Honorary C&Sptain of the above

Brigade, and Captain of the Bromley

of his men for the purpose of going

throughaseries of drills with the home

team, who were under thecommand of

Ca; tain Keeler and Lieut. Kennett. The

Bromley menarrived in Sandgate about

10 a.m. Thedrills took place at three

o'clock in a field Jent for the occasion by

Mr Golden, some smartdrilling on both

sides ensued, which lasted nearly three

hours. The Bromley Brigade were

entertained by the Sandgate Brigade to

a spread provided by Mr Rigden, of the

Alexandra Hotel. Captain Nickals spoke

in high terms of the Sandgate Brigade

for the manner in which they had gone

through their drills, The Chairman and
the Committee were present at the

gade, thor-
oughly appreciated Captain Nickals’
instruction. The Captain of the Bromley
team very kindly lent Captain Keeler
the use of four lengthy of his leather

hose for the purpose of a competition in
1 the Brigade take part in

Reg (PIS

———

 

 

   
         

 

i Tae FineBrioapeturned promptly on

Tuesday night shortly after twelve, in answer |

to a call stating that there was anextensive|
fire at Hythe. The menwere at the station in |

| seven or eight minutes all being present except

  
| one, who was away from Sandgate. The engine

|was taken to a place just beyond Sandgate |

Station, where it was found the fire actually

j was a clover stack, belonging to Mr. Usher

being in flames, on a high bank behind the’ |
railway. Water was too far away for the |

brigade to do anything, although had another |
brigade cameat the first. onset the combined

hose Jwould probably have enabled the men to

 

  

| save half the clover. Finding the stack doomed

they came away, after staying about an hour

and ahalf. The Hythe brigade cameafter,

and went awaywithout being able to do any- |
thing. The Sandgate mengot homeat three

on Wednesday morning, and on the afternoon

of the same day went to Mr. Brockman’s Tesi-)

dence at Beachboroughtotest the water supply |

and the utility of the fire-escape in taking
persons out of the windowsof the mansion.
The respected owner watched the proceeding:
and was sowell pleased with the smartness of
the brigade that he promised to become a
yearly subscriber to the funds.
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FIRE AT SANDGATE.
Some damage was done on Tue:

} noon by fire at two small
sday aftor- |

   Moore. The fire, which was fortunatelysubdued before it could gain any hold on thebuildings, was caused throngh the proximityof a beam to one of the kitchen flues, ‘
| aleea wee = }

 

pmsLoudon.
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ee SANDGATE.
“Mr. J. Luck has been appointed

Lieutenant of the Volunteer Mire Brigade.

“TH Quarterly Practice of tho lifeboat
crew took place on Friday. The “ Meyer

t VOLUNTEER KIRKE BRIGADE, ,

Honorary Capt. of the Sandgate Brigade wid:|
Captain of the Bromley Brigade, paid Sand. !

p Erte a vieit with seven of his men for the
purpowe of going through a series of drills
with the Home team, whieh wax under the
command of Captain Keeler and Lieutenant
Kennett, The Bromley men arrived in
Sandgate about 10 a.m. and being very anxious
to ses the town, and enjoy a stroll on the
beach, an hour or two was given them lor xo
doing belore commencing ‘their? drillx, which
took place at

3

o'clock in a field kindly lent
for the occasion, by Mr. Golden. Some sinart }
drilling on both ‘sides, which lasted nearly
three hours was given. ‘The Browley Brigade
Were entertained by that of Sandgate to a
apreal, provided by Mr, Rigden at the
Alexandra Hotel. Captain Nichols spoke iv r
high terms of the Sandgate Brigade for the
manner in which they had goue through their
drills, ‘Lhe chairman ol the committee Wax

{ present at the practice, and with the Brigade
j thoroughly appreciated Captain Nichols’s
\instractions, ‘The captain of the Bromley

Ld team kindly Lent Captain Keeler the use of
}four lengths of his leather hose for the pur-
pose ol a competition, in which the Sandgate
Brigade take part in next weck at Sandwich. |
Mr. Bouch took command of the team upon

itheir return to Bromley, Captain Nichole
r jfeturning thy next day, 2. D CPP3.
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| Taz Fine Bricapr.—The fire bridgade was |i out on Monday evening Practising in Lord Pel-ham’s grounds. The hose was tested to see if itwould Garry a stream of water to the mansion tbut it was found that nearly 500 feet more in |length would be required for that purpose. There
is a splendid supply of water at this part of Sand-gate from the Folkestone Waterworks, and thestate of affairs delicately placed before bis lord. |
ship might result in the fund fur the additional|hose being materiallyassisted, 26. 7 PY

   

   

  

  

  
    

 

Brigade have been undergoing a series of extra
drill, in proparation for the competition at Mar.

28| gate on October 7th, (DOS

Vowuntree Fink Bricaps.—Tho afnual meet- |
ing of thia Brigade was held last week. ‘Ihe
balance sheet presented showed that the rocoipts
amounted to £35 88. lld., including £ anb-
scriptions, and a total expanditure of £29 13s,
leaving a balance in hand of £5 15s, 9d.
oficers and committee wero elected as follows
Earl Chichester, president; Earl Radnor, Sir D.

| Watkin, M.P., «nd . F. D. Brockman,
| J.P., vice-preaidents; Mr. C. Nickalls, bon. cap-
jtain; Mr. W. B. Kennett, es
lientenant ; committee,
(chairman), R. J. Fynmore(ti
(secretary), Sainaon, Riley, McLaehlan, W. Peer-
less, ond E. Keeler.—It was decided that tho
whole of the Vrigade should take part in th
coming Lord Mayor's Show in London.—It is

- reported that Capt. Kennett and Licut. ‘fuck will
meet the French officers from Paris on their
Janding at Dover, and proceed with them to

a

| Tuk Free Burcapz.—Tho momberaofthe Firo|
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de Rothchild” was Jaunched, andthe usual *
tactics were gone through.
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——— first prize, in the competitio

g he Gy u
memmrmmmg on Weduesday. There was

 

est has beon lodged
The following prot

tho Fire Brigado Com-
against tho decision in

potition :—
Borough Enginecr’s Office,

Folkestone,

29th August, 1889.

W. H. Harrison, Esq.,
Hon. Secretary,

Folkestone Tournament.

Dear Sir,—On behalf of the Folkestone Fire

Brigade, I beg to lodge an edjection to tho
n of yesterday,

being awardedto the Sandgate Brigade, on the

following grounds, viz:
The Sandgate Brigade were disqualified,

as the mon commenced pumping before the

third length of hose was connected, whilst

the water had actually entered the third

length before the branch was fixed. Another

thing I wish to point out, and that is the

very unwise action of the Committee in

appointing Mr. Harris as Judge, seeing that

ho wassix years connected with the Sandgute

Brigade. I may add, in conclusion, that the

<7==—1 decision has given great dissatisfaction to

| manyof the outside public, and trust you will

| have the matter referred to a competent and

uninterested person.
Iam, dear Sir, yours faithfully,

A. W. CONQUEST,

Captain of Folkestono Fire Brigade.-

oo
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Kentish Frre Bricapes at Wrypsor.—A
great demonstration byvolunteerfire bigades
took place at Windsor ou Thursday last
Nearly 100 engines and 1,000 firemen attended,
nethose from Kent were the Canterbury '

athedral Fire Brigade, the Herne Bay Brig.
the Margate Brigade and theWingheBrae
The Cathedral Brigade was under the ea a
mandof Lieutenant G.H. DeLasaux. Ca pain
J, W. Robinson commanded the wrineies
and the Herne Bay Brigade under the ‘dire : \
tion of Lieutenant Wacher. Each aren
vas presented with a commemorative medal °
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SAVING THE Face GOL

Another great highlight in the annals of the Sandgate Society came in 1977

when Mrs Greenwall was able to rent from KCC the old engine room in the Fire

Station which had been empty for 10 years. For 15 years Mrs Greenwall's home

was also home for the Sandgate Society and its committee meetings. Now, it could

hang up a sign, carry out its official activities, become something of a community

centre, an information centre and a focus for village life. With the hekp of

donations in money and kind, members set to to make it shipshape and welcoming.

By 1983, however, the Society was faced by a terrible setback. KCC to whom

the whole building belonged since the reoganistatin of Local Govt in 1974,

decided to close the popular library on the upper floor, evict the Sandgate Society

and put the whole building including the rear bottle store, on the open market

to the highest bidder.

Feelings ran high. Local councillors and district councillors were unable

to intervene to save it for the community -—- KCC were adamant. An extraordinary

General Meeting was called to consider ways and means. Strong,rumour was that

Whitbreads who owned the Providence Inn, was keen to acquire am&x According to

Chairman Denis Vorley, he announced that he had had it on good authority that

Whitbreads would be ready to let the Society continue to rent it - never mind the

fate of the lovely panelled reading room above. ‘Who was this good authoiryt'!

I asked. Vorley would not or could not reveal it -- but some of us had deep

suspicions since a prominent member of the society was also next door neighbour

to the Whitbreads Deputy Estates Manager. I replied that if that were the case

The Society would be at the mercy of every wind that blew', hoping to retire to

the background. But Mrs Greenwall, if I remember, suggested we should form a

deputation to KCC and plead our cause. It fell upon me to co-opt Lola Lachlan

lie Hornsby, Cdr. Colvile to join me in the delegation. The prominent member

appeared at the meeting quite indepdently. with his own interests at heart.
tc

The‘ Chairman of the Meeting said if he could have his way he would give it over

but first and formeost the District Auditor would clamp down. Whitbreads who had

been renting the bottle store for a peppercorn £90 a year finally agreed to split

the property and it was left to Sandgate Society members -were-gixen very short notice

to offer £18,100 or lose the Fire Station for ever. Next a steering committee

was formed to set up a company and undertake the mammoth tasks independent

of the Society which was not inSoe to buy or maintain property.

It was uphill work but finally with me as Chajrman and Alan Fisk as company

secretary and with thePceoaagine antloenes of Arthur Ruderman and Lola

Lachlan, the Sandgate Heritage Trust was formed with charitable status. We had

less than six months to raise the necessary funds, with of course, the widespread

support and generosity of the Society among others. 
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Tributes to Ruby Estelle Greenwall
our founderaand Baadane
 

indaRene-Martinwrites:
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erek St Clair writes:

ea At the age of aboutthree |
arrived, still in a pushchair, at 127
High Street, Sandgate, with my
mother andfatherand 9 yearsold sis-
ter Joyce. Myfather, Captain FC G St
Clair, RN, hadbeen a victim of the
“Geddes Axe” whereby hugecuts in
the economy in 1922 had resulted in
servicemen in particularbeing arbi-
trarily retired. Thearmed forces were
far too numerousfor peacetimeafter
World War 1 and, along with thou-
sandsof industrial workers had to be
scaled down drastically.

Withdifficulty,Since there were so

randly /
aHisoffice was thelast ofarow

small coastguard cottages near the
memorial to Sir John Moore (1761-
1809)weWasBabchcommander in

Next toourhousewasasmall building
which housed life saving apparatus in
theformofa large cart fullyequipped
with breeches buoys, miles of rope in
oblongboxes, verybig rockets to
which rope wasattachedandfiredover
theship in distress so astorescue the
shipwrecked mariners. This vehicle
washitched on to a lorryandtowed to
the nearest point on the coast to the
wrecked ship.

Before theadvent ofsophisticatednay-
igational aids such as radar therewere

were washedup on the beach byour
house -cargoessuch as boxesofwhite
shirts and Huntley & Palmer’s large
square tins ofassorted biscuits - alas
no longeravailable these days in the
shops. Once there were manycasesof
apricot brandy for the taking! I re-
member too aload of motor car tyres
Roee

Seereaetee.
Most winterssawvery heavyseas, and
we hadtohavewoodenshutterstopro-
tect the windows facing the sea from
beingsmashed by thetonsof shingle
whichwerethrownup. In summertime
we hada raftattachedto anemptyoil
drum and anchored to ablock ofcon-
crete. Whatfunwehadswimming out
to this ra when thetide was up! We
alsohad our ownlobster pot which we
visited weekly to see what we had
caught.

_CERN COTE

So manymembersand
visitors came tothe
Junemeeting to mark
the 50th anniversary of
the end oftheSecond
World Warthat there

was likeinthosedays
eaebeadpence

ccaoun ak

aeats ofIrish extraction, was
of horse-racing. In 1930 she

pocket Lena the Aga Khan’s
Derby winner. I thinkall Sandgatehad
aflutteron it, as there was astrongtip
for the horse froma well-informedres-
ident. My mother won £250 (about
£10,000 today) and straight awaywent

mysister an Austin
SearomMaaevacn

ENOeteOS
diedsuddenly of a heart attack, which
came as a great shockto many hun-

district. The funeral service in

byrepresentatives ofLegion branches
fromall over the country; and the fu-
neral cortege stretched the length of
the High Street.

I well remember the cinema in

shown. The manager’s son was a
friend and I used to get free seats in
the best part ofthe cinema - the bal-
cony. A Mrs Lawton, who lived oppo-
site, was the piano accompanist. Her
son John joined the Royal Navy and
became Chief Gunnery Instructor to
the Fleet.

Thehighlight of the year as far asI
was concerned was the “Cheerful
Raeel

withthisfunction whichwas a charity
collecting moneyfor the Victoria Hos-
pital inFolkestone. Therewasalways
a tombolawith tickets athalf-a-crown
withfantastic prizes. Martin Walter
donated a car, while one yearthe first
prize was a houseon theDoverRoad.
to this daycalled“TombolaHouse”

After myfather died my mother was
befriended by a MrsPhillipson who
lived in a beautiful house called
“Encombe”andwelivedfor a while in
the thatched lodge at the entranceto
thedriveway. Built into the wall a few
yards fromthis lodge was a special
place for changing into bathing
clothes which weusedaschangingon
the beach wasforbidden in thosedays.
Ispent manydaysat Encombeas play-
mate tothe two adopted daughters of
Mrs Phillipson - Betty andBarbara.

tive wirelesses of those days. Col-
(Continuedonpage3) 



Y DerekSt Clair’s letter continued ..HABE
icaltetedfeatpaze)

man’s were our grocers and Mr Col-
man himself, in his bestsuit and
bowler hat, would call on my mother
at Christmas
timeand present her with a big tin of

OppositeAdmiralty House wasasmall
sweetshop run by white-bearded Mr
Jordan, who would kindly see me
across theroadto catch the bus to
school inFolkestone. Thebusfarewas
one penny which dropped me off at
Srusione pouea pomwheread

   
to walk to Feltonfleet School run by
MrCounsell. This school was obliter-
ated by a landmine in World War 11.

Amongmycontemporary pupils were
the actors David Tomlinson and
Michael Bentine. Often I wouldwalk
home to saye the pennyto spendon
Mr Jordan’s gobstoppers.

My father used to run theannual
sportsday in Sandgate Parade when
there was a greasy pole, agreasypig
tochase, andthree-legged races.One
year the twogirlsin this type ofrace
cameacropperon the tarmacandone
badly injured her kneecapand hadto

rangmy father toreportthat she had
seenaboydiveoffthebreakwater and
as far asshecouldascertain had never
surfaced. Myfather and twocoast-
guard officers, all trained in life-
saving, rushed round and used a row-
ingboattosearchthe area. Eventually
the poor boywas pulled uponthe end
ofa grapnel, but although my father
spent hourstrying to revive him, it

wastonoayail. Itappearedthat hehad
broken his neck when diving. The
memory ofthis is indelible, andIhave
alwaysbeenwaryoftheseasince.

After havingdanced the nightawayat
the Leas CliffHallmysisterwouldof-
ten take me toSeabrooktothe “Black
Cottage” which sold deliciousbacon
and eggs after the pubs had closed.
This was a verypopular venue for the
youngfolkofthe 30’s.

Inabout1929thereoccurreda mini-
tidal waveafter teatime. Thesky went
mauve, thewind droppedandall was
still. Suddenly, far outtosea, a huge
wavearose and rushed towardsthe
shore at high tide. I was veryfright-
ened and mysisterthoughttheend of
the world had come. The sea water
floodedourhouseandspilledout on to.
the High Street. Mysister attended

school on the Lower Road, Sandgate,
not too far from the Castle. She andI

spi Reeeeein and
torture chambersto thehorrified visi-
‘pie SoeIGaESnoun
they musthaveenjoyedourstories.

Geiesaieconse
men, ofwhich myfatherwasaGover-
nor. There weresomeappallingly in-
juredmen there, some without limbs,
yetwhopainted withtheirmouthsasa

aeeeee
STITTMOL

the lasting memories of
asmallboy

SSIS RN

Cee
I'mafraid. such disappointment
eeeateneee
into flats. Eachyear asa small boy 1

were laid on. Bestofallthoughwere
the vanilla ice-creams in little corru-
gated paper cups which werefreely
eeceeasarautted9accor
for

oe

From the Chairman

spirit.
Shewouldappreciate theimprovedap-
pearance ofSandgate. Several houses

hanging flower baskets provided by
Shepway Council and organised by
our Committee Member Peter Daugh-
ters, have enhanced the general effect.

Assistance is required in the
Archivist’s area ofactivityand I shall
ShaneTee
to

Manyofyou kindlycontributedtothe
Chichester |pepota Cloaks,

pair Appeal.oyuae who ise

Peeeesae
Racerecederie
-theclock is nowshowingthe time -
but thecasinghasbeen foundtoberot-
ten and must be replaced during the
nexttwelvemonthsfor safety reasons.
Sthisyallaltothecutrenttorahof
some £600 inthe repair fund.

Mybestwishesgo to Fred Moore, who
has beenmissedin the villageduring
his illness, and to you all forthe au-
tumn. 



missed“Trumpet Banner”. Weeklyart
classesforup to 10beginnersareheld

Down havebeen here,justbelowthe

bles coming ashorewhichshouldsoon

Usersofthenewbeach will berelieved
to know thatFellow International, a
‘groupofex-army bombdisposalengi-
neers, have surveyedthenew beachinfive-square metre grids to a depthof
fourteen feet to check for wartim

founda lot ofsix-inch nails, but little
else. To check their work, Ham man-
agers paintedaonepenny-piece white
for identification purposes,threw it on
‘thebeach,and challenged the bomb
arte find it ERMC
hey returned it triumphantly to
Hamsiteoffice at Seabrook.

ooo

that when he came to Sandgate in
1959 there were 5 grocers, 5 green-: ples
grocers, 2 fishmongers, hem

he says, did not edgeout other busi-

Oneofthe latteris theSandgateKebab

‘now. It will bemissed by Shorncliffe
soldiers, who were frequentlate-night

Oe

TheShepwaynoticesabout the beach
nourishing are the latest victims of lo-
cal vandals.

who the vandals are and e ors
there isnot muchtheycando!ace nme 
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Dated (9°Becewmbh~_igz0.

THE SANDGATE URBAN DISTRICT COUNC

with

THE SANDGATE VOLUNTEER, FIRE BRIGA

AGREERBMEBENT

for service.

 

T. L. Kendrick,

Sandgate. 



THIS AGREEMENT is made the Wulith day

of 5 < One thousand nine hundred and twenty-eight

BETWEEN THE SANDGATE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL (herein-

after called the Council) of the one part FREDERICK GUY

CATHCART ST. CLAIR and CHARLES EDWARD CLOKR® being respect-
 

ively the CHAIRMAN and SECRETARY and acting on behalf of

the COMMITTEE of the SANDGATE VOLUNTEERFIRE BRIGADE
(hereinafter called the Brigade) of the other part__

WHEREAS8:-
The Council at a Meeting held on the Twelfth day of gune

One thousand nine hundred and twenty-eight RES«K

enter into an Agreement with the Brigade upon the terms

hereinafter mentioned
 

NOW 2 Tage ore BE RR Boyes ft ERED as follows:
 

(1) fhe duties of the Brigade shall be deemed to have

commenced on the first day of October one thousand

nine hundred and twenty-seven elms

(2) The duties of the Brigade shall be as follows:-

(a) To provide and maintain a sufficient and adequate

Fire Brigade and provide maintain and keep in order

a good and sufficient fire engine together with all

hoses ladders and mechanism relating thereto and

provide such equipment for the members of the 



Brigade as is usual reasonable and necessary for

the proper execution of their duty to the satis-

faction of the Council
 

The Brigade shall attend all outbreaks of fire

within the Sandgate yrban District when called

upon promptly and expeditiously and shall use their

best endeavours immediately to abate the same

PROVIDEDALWAYS that nothing herein contained shall

prevent the Captain of the Brigade for the time

being requesting the assistance of other Brigades

in the neighbourhood if he in his uncontrolled

discretion shall consider such assistance to be ad-

SW 1 yb as Saasoeoeaeet

The Brigade shall be at liberty to go to the assis-

tance of other Brigades in the neighbourhood when

equested 

The Brigade shall attend such municipal functions

and participate in such processions as requested

by the Council
 

the constitution of the Brigade
 

The Total fee to be paid by the Council to the Brigade

Shall be THIRTY-NINE POUNDS (£39.) per annum payable

in one sum in the month of march in every year the

first of such payments to be made in the month of

March One thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine

This Agreement shall be determinable by either party

at their absolute discretion upon three months notice

in writing being given to expire on the Thirty-first

day of March in any year and such notice shall be duly

given by the Council to the Brigade if the same shall

be left or sent by registered post to. the Secretary

for the time being at his private address or shall be

duly given by the Brigade to the Council if the same

shall be left or sent by registered post addressed to

the Council or their Clerk for the time being at the

Council offices.
 

AS WITNBSS the Common Seal of the Sandgate prban
 

District Council and the hands of the said Frederick Guy

(3) All matters of routine discipline and expenditure shall Cathcart st. Clair and Charles Rdward Cloke

be dealt with by the said Committee as they in their THE COWMONSEAL of The Sandgate urban )

discretion shall think fit subject to the approval of Distries Sonwbil wae Herenace aftixcd

7 ; , -t : eh cee a in ;the Council in respect of any material alteration in the presence of;-
4

7 |

NOY Chairman.

7 Clerk.

CaColreh .
——<—————

Or
STW) 



Dated /9° Becemt 1928.

THE SANDGATE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

with

THE SANDGATE VOLUNTEER, FIRE BRIGADE 

AGREEMBNT

for service.

 

Ts Tee Kenarwder,

Sandgate. 



 

“ENCOMBE,” SANDGATE.

“BAZAAR
FOR THE PURPOKE OF

CECceeaoleANteesetINGee aEy

SANDGATE LIBRARY. & READING ROOM,
AND TO PROVIDE

Permanent Quarters for the New Fire Engine,
WILL KE HELD IN THR

BEAUTIFUL GROUNDS OF “ENCOMBE,”

TUESDAY,¢JULY 3ist, 1883.
~~‘Batronesses :2

The COUNTESS STANHOPE, | The LADY EMIL1Y It:ANKE Y,
The TADY PRILHAM Me LADY HAV

LADY MONTGOMERY, LADYHUN,
MRS. O'REILLY, MRS. LONSDALE.

Stalls for Flower, ioe. PratingSs, Pottery, &é
From 3.30 to 5.30,

Che Band of the Bydfoydshinvy Regunent,
(By kind permission of Col. HORNE ead! ere olectionn:7? of Mr. BOEH MER,will play

QuaDRILLE, - - ‘ Comierce,”  - - Kuhner. | FInaur (1st Act), - * Belisario,’  - = Dontetti.

BELECTION, - “La Mascotte,” - Audran. | Pouka, - - “Les peterae - OF, Delbruck.

LARTNG? SUBTACII

 

 

VALE, - Sane Visions d'Amour," @. & A. Delbruck WANTASIA,  - - © Patience,” : -  Sallivan.
Bona, - Coes Us eaeEve,” - Sullivan. | VAusE,  - : eapenn ibacon a - - Meiaxler,

Full Dress Parade of the SandgateVolunteerFire Brigade,Fire Escape and Fire Engine Drill.

6.30 to 7.30. THE BAND.
PROGRAMMK—

“Turkish Patrol,” - - Michaelis. | Gator, - - ‘Round Oak,” = Vin den Heurel.
eb Thoughts,” - - Prout. i VALBE, - ‘Jeunesse Dored,” —- Waldleusiel.

REPRESHMENTBTAL hL.

THE GATES WILL BE OPEN AT 2 P.M., & CLOSE AT 8.30 P.M,

ADMISSION 1s.; after 6 Satie (idk

*,* Visitors are requested to abstain from touching the growing Aimeeane Tewor or otherwise diamaany
the grounds.

"STACK,PRINTER, MANDUATE AND FOLKESTONE.  



SANDGATE STUDY - An Informal District Plan - 197)

p.28 No.51 High Street, Sandgate Library Grade ll A

* Built in 1883/4 Custom built as a dual fire station and reading room

Now Sandgate Library. Late c 19. ‘two storeys applied timber-rraming

with pebble-dashed infill. Hipped tiled roof having left side square

bellcote surmounted by a fishscale tiled spire. lst floor has left side

Scottish baronial style bartizan with 4-light sash. Bana of machicolation

between ground and lst floors. ‘the ground floor has a left side simple

doorcase and a right side entrance designed to accomodate fire engines.

Note Showing signs of apparent neglect. Requires redecoration....

brief chrihology

1855 -- Sandgate Literary Institution founded

1659 -- Sandgate Fire Brigade sturted about this time

1877 -- Serious fire at Devonshire Terrade, brigade deemed inefficient

1862 -- Feb. Appeal for funds for efficient fire engine and suitable modern

appliances

Aug New Shand and Mason fire engine and new set of ladders arrives

in the village. Yemporary quarters in coach house of Royal Kent Hotel

Oct Volunteer Mire brigade established. See Rules and Kegulations

Lord Pelham consents to be President

-- Great bazaar at Encombe for the purpose of 'Re-establishing the

Sandgate Library and Reading Koom and to provide rermanent Quarters

for the New Fire Engine’ (See Handbill, July 1884)

-- June Volunteer Fire Brigade parade through town, take possession

of new engine house ‘supplied for their use through the muniricence

of the Misses Reilly of wncombe’ who provided th land . Building

designed by Mr Waddell, a local builder. further contributions from

the townsfolk needed.

Sept Sandgate Local Board of Health seek permission from

Trustees of the Literary Institution to hold their monthly meetings

in the Reading Room (above the Fire Engine Room)z

regular venue.

the

Becomes their

1864 -- Nov 5 Volunteer Fire Brigade holds its inaugural dinner.

Watkin MP in the Chair

1893 -- Following Sandgate Landslip disaster, the Misses Reilly agree to

build additional room (nowWhitbread's bottle store) at rear of

Engine Room for the use of the Board's surveyor. Rent 5 1U p.de

1897 -- Theodosia Reilly of 'Encombe' dies 2 Sept. leaving entire estate

to her sister Jane Hester (about & 29,000)

1903 -- Jan9 Attorneys for the surviving Miss Reilly sell the building

and land running to Granville Parade, to Sandgate Urban District

Council for B 650. The UDC have obtained Whitehall's sanction to

a loan. Serves as Council Chamber till 1954
 

-- Feb 15 Jane Hester Reilly dies aged about 84 years. Estate (about

— 2262) left to her three nieces

-- Folkestone Borough Council takes over Sandgate Urban District

Council. Sandgate Branch Library opened in the former Reading Room

-- Under Local Government Reorganisation Act of 1972, the property

is transferred to Kent County Council, responsible for Library

Services. Note Library area occupied less than one third of total

property

~-- Sandgate Society become tenants-at-will in disused engine room,

at economic rent. Refurbish it as their headquarters

-- Sandgate Branch Library moves to new premises on site of another
benefaction known as the James Morris dwellings.

Sandgate Society given notice to quit prior to Kent County Councils

intention to put this ‘surplus building’ up for sale by closed

tender to the highest bidder.

June Decision by group of residents und members of Sandgate Society

to send a deputation to kent County Council. County Hstates Officer
gives Steering Committee one month in which to make an offer at

considered ‘open market' price.

Shepway Solicitor advises steering committee to buy shelf company

as vehicle to acquire the property. SocialviewLtd orrers 5 15,000

but is forced to raise initial offer to b 18, 100 in line with

"rival bidder'. 
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Linda René-Martintells the
story of Sandgate’s historic

fire station and library.
 

andgate looks
to its heritage
 

antique clock shop stands one of

Sandgate’s listed buildings, dis-

tinctively Victorianin style.
Raising its fish-scale spire above the

rooftops, it forms the centrepiece of the

High Street and, as it were, the heart of

village life. Though the bell no longer

clangs in the bell-cote, the bright red

double doors proclaim it to be an old fire

station. A beautifully pine-panelled

library with an oriel windowoverlooking

the High Street occupiesthe floor above.

Thisdual-purpose building, a century old
in 1984, is thought to be unique.
Sandgate owesthis practical scheme to

two charitablesisters,Theodosia and Jane

Hester Reilly of Encombe, whoprovided

the narrow strip of land running south

from the High Street, seaward to Gran-

ville Parade.
The design was entrusted to John

Waddell, a local builder who, with an eye

for elegant simplicity, sensed the require-

ments of a genteel, salubrious little

watering-place like Sandgate.
Built by public subscription andprivate

benefaction, this unusual edifice —
though worn and weather-beaten — is
unchangedinall respects but one. A sign
now hangs abovethe formerengine room.
It denotes the headquarters of the Sand-

gate Society, the local amenity group that

cameofage this year and which has done

so muchto preservethevillage character.

Sandgate’s first volunteerfire brigade

appears to have been founded in about

1859. But over the years it had become

sadly lax and deficient in buckets

(“borrowed”for pig-swill) and other vital
equipment. The local Board of Health,
despite various pleas, had nostatutory

obligation to supply them.
In 1877, a serious fire on Devonshire

Terrace reminded the townsfolk how
vulnerable they were.

Noone couldatfirst find the key to the
efgine house and then something wasin
the’ way and the engine could not be got

FFies by the Providence Inn and an

 Theold fire station and library, Sandgate.
 

 The former engine room used by Sandgate
Volunteer Fire Brigade and later by the

Auxiliary Fire Service.

out, and whengotoutit was useless. But
for a change of wind the damage could
have been horrendous.

All sections of the community were
equally at risk andthesituation wasfairly
desperate. The deputy clerk suggested
that the local board take the matter in
hand themselves.

In February 1882 an appeal was launch-
ed to provide the town with efficientfire
fighting apparatus. Lord and LadyPel-
ham headed the appeal, James Morris (a
governorofthe BankofEngland)offered
£50 and a further £150 was sought from

the residents.
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By August, a brand new Shand and
Masonfire engine, equipped with a new
set ofladders, madeits appearance. Amid
cheers, the horses drew it through the
town to temporary quarters in the coach
house of the (now demolished) Royal
Kent Hotel.
By June 1884, the new engine house

with raised tile floor, the same we see

today, was ready. With suitable fanfare,

the brigadetook possessionandthefirst of
manyannual, sumptious suppers marked
the great occasion.
With all that modern equipmentat the

brigade’s disposal, howalert were they
really?
During a test week in September 1884

their president, Lord Pelham, summoned
them without warning. Within three
minutes the men had assembled,in seven

minutesthe horses were harnessed,and in

hree minutes morethe brigade wasin the
erounds of Enbrook House (where Saga
Holidays nowhasits HQ). It was enough
to restore confidence.

Upstairs, the gracious newlibrary and
reading room, opened on June 25, 1884,
wascontinuing a longtradition.
From the end of the 18th century every

self-respecting watering-place offered a
reading room/libraryreflecting the needs
of an increasingly literate and travel-
minded public.

It was maintained by the Sandgate
Literary Institution (founded 1855).
Renamed Sandgate LibraryInstitution in
1892, it “afforded the means of mental

culture to manyofits younger members,

daily enjoymentto the elder, and from
time to time, by lectures and entertain-
ments, instruction and amusement to

all.” James Morris and Baron Meyer de
Rothschild, MP, among others, were

| donors.

By permission of the Trustees, the
Sandgate local Board of Health claimed

' the reading room for their monthly-
meetings.
Along with other notable buildings,

Sandgate’s new fire station and library
tookits special placein villagelife. It was
an objectofcivic pride in an age ofsocial
benefaction andscientific progress.

Fortunately, the Sandgate landslip dis-
aster of 1893left the building unharmed,

| and the managers ofthe Institution gave
temporary useofthe reading room to Mr
Walton, the Board’s overworked
surveyor. The Reilly sisters then came to

| the rescue,agreeing to build an extension
to the rear of the engine room (now a

| Bottle store).
The unfailing Reilly beneficience, how-

ever, was soon to end. Theodosia, “who
| always exerted her great influence for  

Sandgate branchlibrary, formerlya reading
roomandlibraryin trusteeship ofSandgate

Literary Institution

good,” died in September 1897 leaving
her entire estate, no less than £29,900 to

hersister Jane Hester, who wasto die in
February 1904 possessed of a mere tenth
that sum.

In the interim, it appears that Emily
Reilly and Matilda Bell, two ofher three
nieces(the third being Winifred Countess
of Arran) had obtained powerofattorney.

In 1903, for the sum of £650 the land
and premises were conveyed to the Sand-
gate UrbanDistrict Council. The Library
then became the council chamber,

reverting in 1934to its formeruse.
‘The purchasepricefell, naturally, upon

the Sandgate residents. But over the next
80 years, alas, control of the building
became more and more remote through
changes in local government.  

Nobody quite remembers whenthefire
station ceased service. During the Second
World War, the Auxiliary Fire Service
mannedit and sped to the aid of Canter-
buryduring thesavageblitz.

For a while the engine roomled a dis-
creet life as a bailiffs depot for seized
goods. Then for 10 years or so it stood
empty.

In 1976 the Sandgate Society was per-
mitted to rent and refurbish the old
engine roomas its headquarters. Thanks
to the Society’s vigilance,theoriginalfire-
bell is nowin their safe-keeping.

TheSociety’s tenancy-at-will, however,
was cut short. In 1982, upon removal of
the upstairs branch library to new pre-
mises on the site of the former James
Morris dwellings (another Sandgate bene-
faction), the Kent County Council gave
the Societynotice to quit prior to dispos-
ing ofthis “surplus building” by closed
tender.

Feelings ran high. A steering commit-
tee was formed,followed by a deputation
to the County Council, who then agreed
to consideroffers from interested parties.
The Sandgate Heritage Trust Ltd, a

charitable body specially set up,
succeeded in acquiring this historic little
building, at an open marketprice.

Theformation ofthe Sandgate Heritage
Trust is a bold and welcomestep in the
life of the community. It means that this
key building in Sandgate’s conservation
area can take on a newleaseoflife, as a

permanent home for the Sandgate
Society, as a local history centre and for
manyothersocial purposes.

All that is needed now,are the funds to

restore and maintainit, and the dedication

that has contributed to the success of
similar projects throughout the UR.
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D1 (Detailed) Form TP.7/1

Reference Code

of Application SH/76/1203.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACTS.

TOWN AND CQUNTRY PLANNING GENERAL DEVELOPMENTORDERS,1973 to 1974

ou Mas Get,bi
Notification of Grant of permission to Develop Land e

26 JAN 19

The Sandgate Society,

c/o Messrs. Cheney & Thorpe, ARIBA.,

JAR ne diner nee ts

Hythe,

Kent.

TAKE NOTICE that The SHEPWAY DISTRICT COUNCIL, the district
planning authority under the Town and Country Planning Acts, HAS GRANTED PERMISSION for
development of tand situate at 51, Sandgate High Street, Folkestone ----

and being USE of ground floor as an Amenity Society Headquarters and meeting room ---

referred to in your application for permission for development dated the Tenth day of

December, 1976,

SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS SPECIFIED hereunder: --

(i) The development to which this permission relates must be begun not later than the expirationoffive
years beginning with the date on which this permissionis granted.

(ii) The premises shall be used for the purposes of an Amenity Society Head-

quarters and meeting room only by the applicants and for no other purpose.

and that the grounds for the imposition of such conditions are:

(i) In pursuance of Section 41 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971.

(ii) In order that any proposal for any other use may be the subject of an

application which the District Planning Authority would wish to consider
on its merits.

a

’ tes
Dated this a4. day of January,

Address Civic Centre, .

Folkestone. (SYED) rocco ; eeeee Pp

Controller of Technical and Planning
Your attention is drawn to the notes overleaf. Services 



This permission ts confined to permission under the Lown and Country Planning Acts, and the Town and Country
Planning General Development Order, 1973 and does not obviate the necessity of compliance with any other

enactment, bye-law, or other provision whatsoever or of obtaining from the appropriate authority or authorities
any permission, consent, approval or authorisation which may be requisite

NOTIFICATION FO APPLICANT

(1) If the appheant is aggrieved by the decision of the district planning authority to refuse permission or approval for the
proposed development, or to grant permission or approval subject to conditions, he may appeal to the Secretary of State

for the Environment in accordance with section 36 of the Town and Country Planning Act 197] within sia months of

Feceipt of this notice. (Appeals must be made on a form which is obtainable trom the Department of the Environment
Becket House, Lambeth Palace Road, London, .

The Secretary of State has power to allow a longer period for the
giving of a notice of appeal but he will not normally be preparedto excreise this power unless there are special circumstances

which excuse the delay in giving notice of appeal. The Secretary of State is not required to entertain an appeal ifit appears
to lum that permission for the proposed development could not haye been granted by the district planning authority, or
could not have been so granted otherwise than subject to the conditions imposed by them, having revard to the statutory

requirements (aj, te the provisions of the development order, and to any directions given under the order He does not

In practice refuse to entertain appeals solely because the decison of the distnct planning authority was based on a direction
given by him

(2) If permission to develop land 1s refused or granted subject to conditions, whether by the district planning authority

or by the Secretary of State for the Pnvironment and the owner of the land claims that the land has become incapable of

reasonably beneticial usein its existing state and cannot he rendered capable of reasonably beneficial use by the carrying
out of any development which has been or would be permitted he may serve on the Council of the district in which the

land is situated a purchase notice requiring that Council to purchase his interest in the land in accordance with the
provisions of Part 1X of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971

(3) In certain circumstances, a clam may be made against the district planning authority for compensation, where

Periiission is retused or granted subject to conditions by the Secretary of State on appeal or on a reference of the
application to hink, The circumstances in which such compensation is payable are set out in section 169 of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1971

(a) The statutory requirements are those set out in section 3007) ot the Lown and Country Planning Act 1971, namely
sections 29(1), 3001), 67 and 74 of the Act

 



Built in 1884/4 Custom built as a dual fire station cand reading room

Now Sandgate Library. Late 19 c. Two storeys avplied timber-framing with

peoole-dashed infill. Hipped tiled roof having left side square bellcote

surmounted by a tishscale tiled spire. Lst tloor has left side Scottish

baronial style bartizan with 4-light sash. sand of machicolation between

ground ahd lst floors. The ground floor has a left side simple doorcase

and a right side entrance designed to accomodate fire e nes.

Note Showing signs of apparent neglect. Requires redecoration....

Brief Chronology

1855 -- Sandgate WORKING MEN'S LISR'RY & READING INSTIYUTION founded,

later known as SANDGATE LITERARY INSTITUTION

1859 Sandgate FIRE BRIGADE started about this time

1877 Serious fire at Devonshire Terrace, brigade deemed inefficient

1882 Feb: Appeal for funds for efficient fire engine and suitable moder

appliances. Aug: New Shand and Mason fire engine and new set of
ladders arrives in village. Temporzry quarters in coach ho of

Royal Kent Hotel. Qct: VOLUNTZER FIRE 3RIGADE established. See

Rules and Regul ons. Lord Pelham consents to be President

GREAT BAZAAR at Encombe for the purpose of 'Re-establishing the

Sandgate Library and Reading Room and to provide Permanent uar?

for the new Fire Engine' (see Handbill July 1683)

gune: Volunteer Fire 8rigade parades through town, takes possessior

of new engine house ‘supplied for their use through the munificenc
of the Misses Reily of encombe' who provided the land. 3uilding
designed by Mr Waddell, a local ouilder. Further contribution fron
the townsfolk needed. June 25: LIBRARY AND RUADI?G ROOM opened

Sept: SANDGATE LOCAL BOARD OF HEsLTH seek permission from the Tru

of the Literary Institution to hold their monthly meetings in the
Reading Room (above fire engine room). Becomes their regular venue

\ . py Pe 2 ee x y
Nov: 3: Inaugural dinner of Volunteer Fire Brigade. Sir = Watkin
in the chair.

Sandgate Literary Institution becomes SANDGALE LIBRARY INSTITUTIONee : $
a e es F are 5

Following Sandgate Landslip disaster, the ‘Misses Reilly agree to
build additional room (now Whitbread's bottle store) at rear of

Engine Roomfor use of the Board's surveyor. Rent 3 10 pa.

Theodosia Reilly of 'Encombe' dies 2 8e eaving entire estate

her sister Jane Hester (about & 29,000)

Jan 9: Attorneys for the surviving lMiss

land running to Granville Parade, to SAND

for 6 650. The UDC have obtained Yhitehall's san

Serves as COUNCIL CHA! BER till 1934

Feb 15 Jane Hester Reilly dies aged about 84 years. Estate (about
& 2262) left to her three nieces

Folkestone Borougn Council takes over g2 r District Coun
SANDGaTE BRANCH LIBRARY opened in the 2 Rovm Library

Under Local vovernment Re-organisz#ation

is transferred to KiNT COUNTY COUNCIL,
Note Library area occunied less than 95ne

1976 -- SANDGATE SUCIETY become tenants-at-will in disused engine roon,
refuroish it as their headquarters —

1982 -- July: SaNDGaTz SRANCH LIsRARY moves to new premises on site of
another Sandgate benefaction known as the James Morris awellings.
Sandgate Society given notice to quit ; to Kent County Counce
intention to put this ‘surplus buildin p for sale oy closed
tender to the highest vidder.

June: Decision by a 281a nc moers of the é
Society to send a de i
Officer agrees that ar if made wi wi

nsidered.

TERING CO; ; to

yet trading) as vehicle to acquire

offers L 15,400 and suosequently rz

£ 18,100 to compete with another bidder. 
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A horsedhose reel, circa 1880. Many hose reels were hand drawn.

, a: }
A typical hose cart of the period 185071920. 
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History .
) aera Ihecphion of Volunteer tin Broade" O

Commelliee was Eommed lo Acie money Ls 0

New fog eng tne. Donors trcluctecl hurd and hacly

Perham of Kyeunbe.

een Su FP cient mney woo evlleclecl by Me

tnd of Cluguel

3 1683 ‘the Misses Reclly , bhe nem mners
of le newmbe buclt “She Tt Encyine Itinse”. the

angie had been hused ur The Royal Keal
asage” ( hur Pow Blue Ware D se osing Salon )

h 1836The Memb eas ol ‘the B reace pasacled
oh umbam and maached Mitongh Nhe lion
Lach  bhe eng Lne fy Take possession of the
hew engine hase ”
Issa the Sagade had an wlemnclional

Wp ulation lhin Khe Captian Mr W, 6. Heane

ancl ‘the Menenanl, Mn Tuk, aeltaded The
Inetional Cmgrese tn Tare . the Amae,

seceived by The Fresh Presicleal ft p-esenéel
Khem woh geld medale. They imme elected

the Srenh Fon Dgsreatsety lichen he
urs alleaded co therlie ts ene the

clucl yenee Sh ypbed lhe Ppebummance S1ng
“Crd Sune Sheaver’ ee Ve, E a
leo Sab ewes Pomp jer? D ‘Angle keure
BGI - Cifot aun Bennech and Teme naele Manne.

inte pedented lo The German Kaiser at ‘She

Wt 



es

g On| 9 hal finan

dhe eels Auole Erm The Loc Peper

o-  stales

cl) She Burldung lome poe Ty prece of

16 trou brthy a me lo Any mocl'ung

linn
b) the ae Sua Shin ore
the NR tamer of Che budleling , And 16

cee of Vunbew Wich a shingled
® Vhe Beul, the be fmmenly gtoved ie

bith egtme hebrary | 4s hip mernled bn oa
plak tm ur ‘the Old fe Sabin, ZI 108
memorid Prim he The €any “9 19445 ap
ul” wae eensiclernd unsafe enCem DC UMn ans

erly Sheng . chimed Ancl was ursl'zLled

06 4 - be. She openilurg  -rmpe ( </s0
ur She Ha te Sabine) wae sal magecl uber
Me MU base moved-
(ideal Sek of the Fue Engine

the Bmgecde wyul met Unedtrhil and

5B each bmngh Li the Pp Dose 2 Lnopecting

the wWaler supplies wy ole |o agcerlarn

Inher Me hose faltaeh begt be Pixed ur the

Case of Dat Cimt unin G Hhese  Migh-mulS . 20. 6, 9

NB. Support fin the lbuldurg of “the Old
tt Stebien

—

wap given by“ Sherw Poeorel en
Ard Pelhanr , bhe ee Jintay ancl

raracles perp le

e ‘The engune yas drawn by henses, 



Saturday 16 June 3-11pm

CANDLE-LIGHT SUPPER

in the old Sandgate Library

with ‘Audrey, Richard and friends’ in

an interlude of song and verse

* * Kk RK OK

Supper (incl. wine) £8.50 - cheques to
Sandgate Heritage Trust Ltd in aid of Restoration

Please reserve early (35 places only) to:

Mrs. L. René-Martin, Coast Cottage,
149 Sandgate High Street. (30360) 



Report of the Steering Committee to Sandgate Society, 10 November 1982

FUTURE OF THE OLD FIRE STATION 

A subject uppermost in many minds is the Old Fire Station. This Listed building

has always meant a lot to Sandgate people -- in particular to members and

visitors of the Sandgate Society who, until recently, made good use of the

formerly disused engine room. Like a good omen the Sandgate Society sign

still hangs outside.

Of course you are impatient to know how plans to acquire the Fire Station

and plans for its future are progressing. But anyone who has ever had to

purchase a house or flat and do it over, will know how long these matters take.

Memories are short. However, it is only 4 months since the Sandgate Society

called an Extraordinary General Meeting. About 40 people were present and all

were keen that the building should be preserved for Sandgate use. At the

suggestion of two local councillors who were also present, it was decided to

send a deputation to Kent County Council who were literally on the verge of

putting this 'surplus building’ up for sale by closed tender to the highest

bidder. The rest of the story is known to you. A Steering Committee was set

up, and a Company -- Socialview Ltd -- was purchased at very short notice to

negotiate for the building. ‘the time was 'NOW or NEVER’.

It is only two months since the Lands Use Committee of Kent County Council
=

met (on 10 September) and accepted our offer -- and that of Whitbreads for the

rear bottle store in which they had a special interest.

The legal formalities are now in the hands of Mr Arthur Gadd, a solicitor

well-known to older members of the Sandgate Society from the days he stayed in

Sandgate and didmuch to help the Society. Now, our most urgent need is to

obtain permission to form a separate charitable body -- to be known as the

SANDGATE HERITAGE TRUST. At this point, and only at this point, can we launch

a widespread appeal for funds for, under charitable status, gifts and covenants

will then be worth a good deal more. ALL THIS TAKES TIME.

Looking into the future, the Steering Committee foresees the setting up

of a Heritage Centre, like many in towns and villages throughout the country.

Within the framework of this centre there would be a permanent home for the

Sandgate Society. The very charming upstairs Reading Room, the hub of social

life in Victorian times, could be a Local History Room and provide a comfortable

area for Group Meetings, and activities of a social and educational nature.

All ideas welcome!

The Steering Committee will try to answer any questions put to them

in writing.

*PRICE Following legal advice, we understand that we should not disclose
the purchase price until Contractghave2been exchanged. 



ing from lies they are said Keeley. “Tony would still be alive Thetrial con!

 

Society attacks indefinite
closure of flooded library
 

esssveees 700 inc VAT

bd, Pilkington glass,

a free quote for your

bry, base work,brick

bne by our ownstaff

rt to finish at very

betitive prices.  

A PRESERVATIONsocietyhas lashed
outatofficials over the ‘indefinite clo-
sure’of a library.

After the recent downpour,
Sandgate High Street wasleft water
logged, once again, and the library
severely damaged.
Now The Sandgate Society commit-

tee has had enoughandhasdecided to
makea ‘vigorous’ protest at the grad-
ual decline of the library, which has

been flooded three times in the last
month.
Committee chairman Reginald

Turnill claims he wrote to Kent County
Council (KCC) a-few years ago, com-

‘| plaining at the ‘steady run-down’ of
the lil

He said: “Since then, its usefulness
has beensteadily eroded by the reduc-
tion in size and numberof the book-
cases and consequently the selection of
books available to its users.”

Mr Turnill has been dismayed at the
‘near-abolition’ of useful and current
reference books and claims he was
assured by the council that these
moves‘were not a precursorto finding
an excuse to shut this library com-
pletely’. Outraged Mr Turnill said:
“The penetration of recent flood
waters into a new building, standing
on sloping ground, which should have
made drainage simple, has been
caused byfaulty design.

“The KCC architect or surveyors
andthe builders should surely be held
responsible for designing the entrance
in such a way thatflood water is car-
ried intoit, quickly silting up the inad-

Feu Herala: 3 gut 97

equate gutters. Nothing has been done
to correct this, despite earlier flood
warnings. Now it seems to us that
clearing out the wholelibrary is a pre-
cursor to depriving Sandgate, perma-
nently, of this importantfacility.”
The committee has demanded an

improved stock of books,as soon as the
flood damage has been cleaned up,
with a ticketing system integrated with
the Folkestone, Hythe and Cheriton
libraries.

MrTurnill added: “Parents regard
the children’s section as particularly
important in providing them with an
early introduction to the world of
books. The half-hour visit of a mobile
library from Spm to 5.30pm, once a
week, in an obscure car park, is of no
practical use to adults or children

However, the KCC has insisted that
all the books were rescued from the
flood and is taking advice on the
library building. Discussions are
underway with Shepway District
Council, which ownsthe bui 4

A KCC spokesman said: “This is
very regrettable but we are currently
investigating all the options for the
retention of Sandgate Library.

“Tt is also a wider problem than sim-
ply water flooding through the door —
there are also leaks in the roof of the
building, which have caused problems
in the past.”

Any residents experiencing difficul-
ties in returning books have been
asked to call Folkestone Library on
(01303) 850123 andfines on late books
will not be charged.   



 

Schoolis

in Ofsted
Report by John Mitchell

TEACHING standards at Selsted Primary
School have beenpraised in an official report.

Inspectors from Ofsted, the Office for Standards in
Education,said all lessons examined weresatisfi J
or above — well ahead of county and national aver-
ages.
Their report on the Church of England school, estab-

lished in 1871 for children of Swingfield, Wootton and
Denton, also commended work with special needs
pupils.
They congratulated staff for the pupils’ spiritual,

moral and social development, assemblies, RE work
and maintenanceofstrong links with the local commu-
nity.
Three inspectors visited the school in March and met

pupils, parents, staff and governors.
BIRCHINGTON Theschoolhas 71 pupils with twofull-time and three
Tel: 01843-846016 part-timeteachers.

Sines ne Inspectors commendedtheeffective managementby
f ie = head teacher Graham Truss,the commitmentofall the

a eae conscientiousstaff and theclose liaison with the goy-
P ural ernors.

The report said: “Mr Truss has a clear viewof the
future educational direction of the school.”
Twoareasofthe curriculum, design technology andRE... MOORE CHOICE information technology, wereidentified bythe inspec-
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“ENCOMBE,’ SANDGATE.

«BAZAARS
OK THE PUKYOKK OF

RE-ESTABLISHING THE

SANDGATE LIBRARY. & RESBING ROOM,
Ao TO rROvION

Permanent Quarters for the New Fire Engine,
WILL Me HELD 1 THE

BEAUTIFUL GROUNDS On SENCOMBE,’

TUESDAY,JlJULY 31st, 1883.

aaaaaerneaerat
The COUNTESS STANHOPE, The LADY EMILY ITANKEY,
The LADY PELH The LADY KATHARINE EUSTACE
Tay NonTGovEny, LADY HUNT,
MRS. O'REILLY, MRS. LONSDALE.

Stallg for Flowers, Work, Paintings, Pottery, &é
From 3.30 to 5.30, Te

The Band of the Bydfoydshiyg Regiment,
(By kind permission of Col. HORNE end OMicors,) underthe! leedorenty of Mr. BOEJIMER,will play

e following Soloo

Quanity - = “Commerce,” = Kuhner. Ponceat Act), s+ Melinario”” <0 + Deon,
La Mancotte,”” - Aulran, Por - as ae i

** Visions d'Amour,” O.§ A. Dethrnck east :
+ St. ecLS aleEve,” + —Sullioun. VaLar,

 

Full Dress Parade of the SandgateSandgateVolunteer Fire BrigadeFie“FisEa and Fire nat Drill.

6.30 to 7.30. THE BAND.

«Turkish Patrol.” a - Mica|Cor, : = Round Onk,= Vin den Hewes.

+ Happy ‘Thoughts, - Prout, | Vatax, - pewrae Dred, + Waldlen!.

REPRBSU ME? oT BT Al hh.

‘THE GATES WILL BE OPEN AT 2 P.M., & CLOSE AT 8.30 P.M.

ADMISSION 1s.; after 6 o'clock, 6d.

* Visitors are requested to abstain from touching the growing slide aielflowers or otlworwine: dat
the xroundn.

DOK,PMIN PO, BAKIUATH ANID PEAR ATONE

 

Old Handbill (reduced) - HOW IT ALL BEGAN  



 

SANDGATE VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE.

CENTENARY SUPPER

16 June 1984

8.00 pm - Sherry in the Old Engine Room

8.30 pm - Supperin the Old Library

GRACE

Watercress Soup

Cold Salmon with Salad

Cheese

Sandgate Delights

Vin d'Alsace

The Loyal Toast

Toast to our new Deputy Town Mayor
and local Councillor - Eric Hamer

Toast to the Centenary

Chairman's Welcome

Guest of Honour - Peter Fynmore

Audrey, Richard, Roger and Friends
in an interlude of Song and Verse, with

a tribute to our late patron
Sir John Betjeman 



A FEW FACTS

At the request of the Sandgate Society,

the Sandgate Heritage Trust Ltd., was
formed to purchase the Old Fire Station-
Library which had become surplus to the

needs of the Kent County Council in 1982.
The purchase was made possible mainly

through the generosity of members of the
Sandgate Society and a grant of £250 from

the Folkestone Charter Trustees.

FUNDS for RESTORATION

About £10,000 for structural repairs alone

are urgently needed. Statutory grants
from KCC and Shepway DC will amount to

approximately 20% on completion.
Support has been received from the

following bodies: Kent Voluntary Services
Initiatives Fund, the Lesley-David Trust,

The Manifold Trust, Folkestone Mayoress's

Banquet share of proceeds, The Pilgrim

Trust, ICI (Dulux) and Chubb Fire
Equipment.

The Sandgate Heritage Trust is a registered
charity. The building has been designated

of County-wide importance.

Donations to -
Arthur Ruderman, Hon. Treasurer,

51 High Street, Sandgate, Kent, CT20 3AH 



CENTENARY OF THE OLD FIRE STATION & READING ROOM
 

The Centenary of the Old Fire Station and Reading Room was
celebrated by a week of successful and enjoyable events organised by

a special committee under the Chairmanship of Dr. Heather Richardson.

The festivities began with a Candlelight Supper on 16th June in

the panelled library which had served from 1904 for 30 years as

Sandgate's Council Chamber. Guest of honour Peter Fynmore, whose

grandfather Lt.Col. R. J. Fynmore was 13 times Chairman of the Sandgate

Local Board of Health and then the Urban District Council (until 1905)
recalled the old days. Wearing the original chain of office, our

newly-elected Deputy Town Mayor and local councillor Eric Hamer and

Mrs- Hamer honoured us with their presence and completed the link with
the past This convivial evening ended with some rousing entertainment

from members of the FHODS. Warm thanks to them, to voluntary helpers

Celia Stringer and George Austin, and to all who gave donations,
provisions and flowers.

The Thanksgiving Service at St. Paul's Church on the following

day was conducted by the Rev. E.D. Schofield and was attended by

representatives of local organisations and by members of the British

Legion, Scouts, Guides, Children's Workshop and local schools, who all

joined in a parade led by the band of the Folkestone Air Training Corps.
Further events included entertainment by the Nicholson Pipe Band

on Granville Parade and an open evening with the Sea Cadets of

1I.S. Invicta and demonstrations by the Ship's Company. A well-
attended Disco was held in the Chichester Hall.

The final Saturday was packed with activity. In the morning

the A.T.C. Band played in Granville Road West and on Military Green.

Two fire engines took up positions on the forecourt of Riviera Court

by kind permission of the residents, a modern Turntable Ladder and an
old open Fire Tender of 1939 vintage which were swarmed over by the

children of Sandgate. Folkestone Regatta attracted the usual crowds
and a demonstration by the Sandgate Windsurfing Club was aided by the
high wind which had blown up after a calm morning.

The day finished with a most enjoyable Centenary Supper in an

attractively decorated Chichester Hall organised by Mr. Roger Joyce
and helped by members of the Children's Workshop.

An exhibition of firefighting memorabilia on loan from the

Kent Fire Brigade Museum was staged throughout the week and will be
in the branch library from 25th June.

LOLA LACHLAN MEMORTAL COMPETITION
 

The prizegiving for those successful in this competition took
place on 23 June in the Old Reading Room, which was full to overflowing
with competitors, parents and friends. Prizes were presented by
Mrs. Greenwall, the winners being:-

Essays (Seniors) Joint lst prize ... Victoria Beer, Myles Bowker,

Wendy Petts,
Special Judges' prize ... Joseph Bleach.

Art (Juniors) First prize ... Andrew Armitage

Joint special second prize ... Daniel File, Simon Bowker. 



ampaign launched

m a

APPEAL LAUNCH: Sandgate Society members, together with the Earl

of Guildford and his wife, and Councillor Claude Poll.

A CAMPAIGN has been launched to raise
thousands of pounds for repairs and im-
provements to Sandgate’s Old Fire Station.
The former voluntary fire station and

reading room nowbelongs to the people of

Sandgate.
It has been bought by a charity, the Sand-

gate Heritage Trust, from Kent County

Council for £18,100.
Conservation watchdog the Sandgate

Society set up a small steering group to

raise moneyfor the purchase.
And guests invited to the launchof a fund-

raising campaign last Wednesday were told

 

 

AT A time when the motto seems to be Big is

Best it is refreshing to see somethingis being

done to preservevillagelife.

In Sandgate, villagers have not been con-

tent with just making loud noises about the

fate of the old Fire Station, they have got to-

gether to do something aboutit.

Guided by the Sandgate Society, who have

formed the Sandgate Heritage Trust, they have

raised the money to buy the neglected build-

ing.
Now they hope to use it as the Society’s

headquarters and also provide a history room.

Moneyis urgently needed to carry out the

repair work. Villagers have got this far and

deserve support for their campaign. In a world

of change it is vital to preserve little pieces of

our history.
— 

 

that response to the building

buying campaign was magni-
ficent.
Mrs Linda Rene-Martin, a

member of the Sandgate
Heritage Trust, said: “Sand-
gate is an extraordinary lit-
tle place when faced with a
crisis.”
When the county council

decided to put the station up

for sale there were fears that
it would fall into the hands
of a private developer.
But there was a surge of pas-
sion in residents.
Manyof the society's mem-

bers made generous gifts of
money.
Dr Alan Fisk, the trust’s

secretary, said the charity

had little left in the kitty.
Some money will be made

when tax is given back on
covenants and rent comes in
from the Sandgate Society

which is using the engine
room.
The appeal to find at least

£11,600 for structural repairs
and another £12,400 for im-
provements is long term.

At the launch, support was

given by one of the trust’s

distinguished patrons, the
Earl of Guildford, a fire
engine enthusiast.
He owns an old 1965 K2

engine which he uses onhis

farm.
Local dignitaries including

the Chairman of Shepway

District Council, Councillor
Claude a district
councillors at the

|

 

Folkestone , tH:

& Dishch He

(| Novewh ee

N\so Tvs
‘Coast to Cons

Now 2 = b pia

Chairman of the Sand
Society Mr. Dennis Vc

said he is particularly ple
that the society has |

guaranteed @ perma:
headquarters.
Mrs Rene-Martin hoped

} younger people of Sand
would help to keep the b
ing going.

It is hoped to make
social centre for activitie
the area.
And apart from mo

physical help to smarter

the place and advice on
ning it would also be

comed, she said.
If amyone can give

thing to help preserve
landmark they should
tact the trust's treasurer,
Arthur Ruderman, S.
way’s former Chief Execu

care of the trust, 51 Sand
High Street, Sandgate.
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Society fights
to win
headau

|A PASSIONATE fight is on to save one of
Sandgate’s cherished landmarks falling into

| “allen” hands.

Hornsby, said the

Conservation watchdog The Sandgate Society is to be
thrown out of /ts Old Fire Station headquarters at the end
of the month, because it is up for sale,

But _at a special meeting
Inst Wednesday night its
Members decided they are not
going to take the order to
quit lying down.

The society is to pull out
all stops in an attempt to
Save the listed High Street
building ‘for the people of
Sandgate.”

It is part of the area’
heritage and mist not be
Sold to an outsider Who may
change thehistorical values
of the duilding, they said.
Kent County Counci] is

Putting the Qld Firé Station
up for sale by tender because
Mt no longer needs it as
Sandgate's library.
A new one has deen built

on the James Morris Site, in
the High’ Street. °
The society has leased part

of the Old Fire Station as a
museum and headquarters
since 1976, But now it has
been told to get out by Mon-
day, June 28. A
Vice-chairman, Miss Mollie

group
doesn’t want to let it disap-
pear from the community's
grasp.
Although the society does

not have the funds to. buy
the building, committee mem-
bers have been trying to find
out how much the county
council wants. But KCC re
fuses to give a figure, because
under tender the building
wil go to the highest bidder.

Mrs Linda Rene-Martin, of
Coast Cottage, Sandgate High

Street, said if the authority
had “any spark of humanity
left" it would conserve the
buildinz as a centre for vil-
lage lif

Society secretary Mrs Mari-
On Lachlan said Jast year the
county council said it was
willing to discuss terms for
the sale of the property to
the brewery or the society.

But a few months later
the county “changed its
mind” and put the building
up for tender, Mrs Lachlan
said.
The meeting decided to

send a delegation to County

Hall, Maidstone, to stop
tender forms being sent and
start up negotiations before
it is too late.

District Councillor Mr
David Pratt, proposed that

the society asks local County

Councillor Wilf Lawrence to
arrange a meeting,
“What we are really look-

ing for is a dit of old-fash-
Joned, humanity,” Mr Joyce
said.
The only ammunition the

society has is its “emotional
and moral” objections to the
property being sold by ten- ;
der.
“We are almost having to

sry, ‘can some public-minded

benefactor come forward and
buyit for the people’?”

mustquit headquarters
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Group ready
to go home...

“A CONSERVATION group
will be back in its old home
by Easter.
Last year the Sandgate Soc-

lety was evicted from the Old
Fire Station because Kent
County Council wanted t sell
the building in the High
Street.
Now 6 dea) has been fixed

for the society to move back

in rent free as caretakers un-
til another chi buys the
Siation for residents.
The society is guaranteed a

permanent home on the
ground floor and the former
library on the first floor will
be meade into a history room.
The bottle store at the back

will continue to be used by
the Providence Inn next door.
At its annua] meeting mem-

bers heard the special com-

Totkestone Hered

Vera oS

mittee set up to look at buy-
ing the property had bought
en “off the peg” company

called Socislriew.

As soon as the Charity
Commissioners agree to it
getting charitable status the
name will be changed to the
Sandgate Heritage Trust and
it will buy the station.
The four company direc-

tors are all society members,
the chairman Mr Dennis Vor-
ley, secretary Mrs Marion
Lachlan, Dr Alan Fisk and
Mrs Linda Rene-Martin.
They have enlisied the

help of famous people such
es Sir John Betjeman, the

poet laureate, as & patron to
help with fund raising.
Dr Fisk told the meeting

that it would have been im-
possible for the society to buy
the buliding because ft fs not
in its aims and objectives,
The new company is being

carefully studied by the Char-
fty Commissioners, said Dr
Fisk.

“We believe tt has been
the people of

Would cost far more to Torethat legally than to one athe said. teMeanwhile the SandgateSociety will need volunteersto men the station when tt
Te-Opens at Easter, 



THE
SANDGATE
SOCIETY

Affiliated to :—

Kent Federation of Amenity Societies

Committee for the Preservation of Rural Kent

The Civic Trust

 

Hon. Secretary

 



 

Society

wins

temporary

reprieve
A STAY of execution has
been granted to the Sand-
gate Society which was due

to be thrownout of its head-
quarters on Monday.

After a meeting with

Kent County Council mem-
bers the. conservation society
has been told it can stay at
the Old Fire Station in a
caretaking capacity for the
present.
This leaves more time for

negotiation. At County Hall
on Monday a deputation
from the society was pre-
sented to Councillor Captain
Wilf Lawrence, chairman of
the county council's Country-
side and Local Amenities
Committee, by Shepway dis-
trict councillor Mr Eric
Hamer,

The county council wants
to sell the Old Fire Station
because it is no longer needed
as Sandgate’s library. A new
one has been built in the
High Street.

The society has leased part
of the old station as &
museum and headquarters
since 1976,
DT 



a
w
e
e
r

OVER 57,000 GUARANTEED FREE CIRCULATION EVERY WEEK
  

EXTRA COPIES Sp

Heritage centre bid
MEMBERSofFolkestone’s
Sandgate Society have
pledged cash-aid in a bid to

Save their historical
accommodation(left).

For several years, the
group has been meeting at

the Old Fire Station in the
HighStreet, sharing the pre-
mises with the local library.

Nowthepropertyis to be
offeredforsale and the soci-
ety has beentold to quit the
premises.

But members have come
forward with cash-free loans
in the hopetheywill be able
to buy the property — own-
ed by the county counci

and useitasa heritage centre
for the area.
Ata meeting of Shepway

District Council’s Finance
and General Purposes sub-
committee, last week, mem-
bers decided to defer any
decision on council aid for
the society, pending further
negotiation:

Cabbie is
beaten up
and
robbed

Wednesday,July28th,1982)
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KENT COUNTY COUNCIL

SANDGATE LIBRARY

To be opened by

Councillor CW. Poll, Chairman,

Shepway District Council,

on Thursday 224 July, 1982

  KENT COUNTY LIBRARY
  



THE BUILDING

The replacement Sandgate Branch Library is situated
on the ground floor of a small three storey housingdevelopment, near the junction between the SandgateHigh Street and Castle Road.

The accommodation includes an adult and children'slending library of 191 square metres with shelvingfor 7,000 books. There are also illuminated casesfor exhibitions and displays. A separate staff andwork room is also provided, together with thenecessary toilet accommodation.

The design of the library scheme was undertaken inthe Shepway District Council's Architect's Depart-ment, in liaison with the County Architect'sDepartment. Work was commenced on the completedevelopment in October 1981 by Jenner ContractorsLtd., and the library was handed over to the KentCounty Council in April 1982.

County Architect D.F. Clayton,
Dip.Arch.RIBA DIP.TP.

Shepway Project Architect B. Lyell

Liaison Architect N.M. Gibson

Contractors Jenner Contractors Ltd.
(Folkestone) 
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Sandgate's first public library operated from Chichester

Hall until 1934 when the Folkestone Corporation became

responsible for the service. In August of that year the

library moved to the Council Chamber of the former Sand-

gate Urban District Council. At that time it was open

to the public for five hours during each week and pro-

vided a stock of 1,100 books. Two years later the hours

were extended to over twenty hours each week.

By 1982 the shelf stock of the old library had risen to

2,800 books. Borrowers however, had to climb a steep

flight of stairs in order to make use of the library

service.

The new Sandgate Library, so much more accessible to the

public, will house its stock in spacious surroundings.

The library, in James Morris Court, enjoys good display

areas and has attractive free-standing and wall-fixed

wooden shelving units. It has ease of access from the

street level, and has the advantage of adequate space in

which to consult, browse among, and borrow books.

The library holds some 7,000 volumes which have been

selected to cater for all ages and tastes, with ample

provision for the younger generation. A small selection

of reference books, supported by the information re-

sources of the County as a whole, is available for

consultation and the staff will be anxious to assist

members of the public with their information needs.

Extra provision has been made in this library for

additional display cases which will be delivered and

erected within the next few weeks. Part of the purpose

of this is to enable the Sandgate Society, who may well

not be able to continue in their present premises, to

be able to display various items relating to Sandgate's

history in the library from time to time. It will also
enable a programme of larger displays on topics of

interest to be shown in the library. 



OPENING HOURS

MONDAY 10.30 a.m. -00 p.m. 2.30 p.m. -00 p.m.

TUESDAY 10.30 a.m. -00 p.m. 2.50) poms -00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY Closed Closed

THURSDAY 10.30 a.m. : : Ze SOND.

FRIDAY Closed 2530 Wo

SATURDAY 10.00 a.m. -12.30 p.m. Closed

Telephone:Folkestone 38563

County Librarian Dean Harrison, MA, FLA.

Divisional Librarian R.N.E. Dawe, ALA.
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Councillors united

in fight for library
THE CAMPAIGN to re-open
Sandgate library has gathered
momentum with all three council-
lors for the area throwing their
weight behind the scheme.

The Herald recently reported that the
Sandgate Society was furious that fre-
quent flooding had kept the library shut
since June.
Now Sandgate councillors Robert

Bliss, Gordon Elliott and Joy Macmillan
havejoined forces to lobby Kent County
Council for the facility to be fully
restored.

Councillor Macmillan said: “We have
all been working quietly behind the
scenesto re-openthe library.
“We thinkit is a valuable asset to the

community and it should never have
been closed.”
And Councillor Elliott said the library

wasvital for young and old alike.
He added: “Children use Sandgate

library to learn to read and without it peo-
ple will have to go to Folkestonelibrary
or use the mobile one- and you can’t just
go down there whenyoufeellikeit.”

He continued: “Kent County Council
says that flooding is a problem andthat
the books would be damagedifit we had
it back.

“But what used to happen when a
place was flooded was that they would
put up a barrier of sandbagsthere and

 

By Toby Smith

try to prevent the flooding.”
The booksfrom the libarary have now

largely been moved out of the old
library, fuelling suspicions that the clo-
sure is permanent.

But KCChashit back saying no final
decision yet taken as to the library’s
future.
A spokesmansaid: “The councillors

have said weare using the flooding as an
excuse.

“That may be their view butthatis the
reason whyit has been closed and all we
can sayis thatthe library’s futureisstill
being reviewed.”

But he added that he could not give
any guarantee that the library would be
reopened.

He added: “There is a mobile library
which comes to the Riviera Road andof.
course there are also Hythe and
Folkestonelibraries for people to go to.”

But Mrs Macmillan insists: “The
council has said the water runs down the
hill, cars splash waterat the library and
the roof leaks.

“But surveyors have told us the dam-
age is only superficial and that there are
norealstructural problems.

“Wecan see no reason whythelibrary,
with little repair work, could not be
restored.”

Winners!
SIX LUCKYpeoplelisted
below are winners of our

Fairy Liquid competition.

Their prize is an attrac-
tive kitchen clock which will

be despatched to them short-

ly. M_ Harrison, Marine

Point, Radnor Cliff, Sand-

gate; Mrs Hobbs, Middle-

burg House, Cheriton; Mrs J

Finn, Green Meadows,

Dymchurch; Mrs P Fuller,

Canterbury Rd, Folkestone;
Mrs C Hobbs, Page Farm,
Postling and Mrs E Cutting,

Hythe Road, Dymchurch.   
   


