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Sundgate Five Brigave.

Tie expenses attending this Undertaking are
entircly dependent upon voluntary aid.

The Contributions, amounting to £ g~ o~
have been expended in making the Engine Appliances
more efficient.

It is estimated that the Annual Expenses
will not exceed £/5 -+ —o  This, it is hoped, will be
readily subscribed by the Gentry and Tradesmen.

The services of the Brigade have been cheer-
cheerfully given when required; and, should an emer-
gency arise, the Inhabitants may rely on their exertions

to mitigate the suffering and loss from Fire.

You are hereby respectfully and estly

solicited to assist in this good caus
J. HODGSON, @reasurer,
W. PLEDGE, €bairmau,

1t will have the pleasure of waiting upon you in

Mre. W

the course of a few days, to receive such aid as you

may deem the Institution merits; and which aid
will be faithfully appropriated to the object for

which it is solicited.

Mr. Walton remarked that they bad had another swarning
Iately of tho Inefticlency of the means possessod by th
town for oxtingulshiog flre.  On the occasion of the recent |
fire at Dovonshire terrace, no one could at first flnd tho |

Rey of the fire engine house, then somcthiug was in tho
way and the engina could no% bo got out, and whon got unt
it was uselers. ~ Ho believed the town just now was maro
Interested In this than in any other public question.—
Chairmen agreed that It was causing a great deal of auxicty, |
and he noticed that the arrangewnents which had hean made |
for exerciung and testing the engiue wero not acted upon.
Aho Fame negloct bad occurred In the case of the life boat,
Lhe crow of which was to exercise onco o moath, but thai
dropped offt. —The Deputy Clerk suggosted that tho
L4cal Board sbould take the matter in hand themseives —
Mr. Walton belioved that Mr. Tingla and Mr. Hodgson,
who had the tnanagement of the fire-sngine, were much dis:
couraged that the Local Board had not assisted them o
certain applications they had made.—Eveutuslly It was
P_I arranged that Mx7 Célrk ab;nhl see Mr. Hodgson upon the |
| matter. “@ecidy; |
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—~———— | called laxt Saturday by Cap L E
‘Cmn\eclhm with the Yire Brigade. )
.| inspection and somo cxplanation of the new fire 58
| engine and . escape, the captain pointed out wJ =5
"mu,e presedt, tha object of the mecting, which 33
| was to elec 1 and eight members, | €2
| making 10 in  all, including himself. The follow- | _
| ing gentlemen ywere then el 1. W. B »a
t) <

Ha

| Kennett (lie

{ Russen, ‘McLachlan, * Bush 2

| Harrison. ~ Messrs. Harrixon,
Rogers not being present, and one more m

Mbeing  required to_complete the

?| Harrison was elected unanimous

| Rogers were then proposed by Mr. Kennett as |

‘\c'\mi\d.\wn for the otfica of supernumoraries, to ba
|

’

IR lotted for at the next meeting. The Captain [ SANDGATE VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIQADE.
(l\»l\nlcd that Mr. Harris should take the offic
No. 1 pro tem., he having had more experience

f v Mr.

i

in fire  brigades ‘than those prese
[ McLachlan seconded this, which waa carried,
11 Aftor an hour’s practica with the engine and
f | escapo, the first mectingavas brought to a satis.
4| foctory Mesars. Fynmore and Franklin, of P
tho committee, wers prexont during the practice’2 RNTES In Pink INK pu iy Sm L
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VOLUNTEER KIRE BRIGADE,

On Wednesday last, C. Nichols, Bsq., the
Honorary Capt. ot the Sandgate Brigals wid
Caprain of the Bromley Brigade, paid Sand- |
gite a visib with seven of Ins men for the
purpose of going through a scries of drills
with the Home team, which was under the
command of Cuptain Keeleor and Lisutenant
Kennett. — The Bromley men arrived in
Suudgate about 10 a.m. and being very anxious
to sea the town, and evjoy a stroll on the
beach, ar hour or two was given them for so
doinyg before commencing “their® drills, which
took place at 38 o'clock in a feld kindly lent
for the oceasion, by M, Golden. Some smurt
Irilling on both sides, which lusted nearly
three hours was given. The Browmley Brigade
were entertnined by that of Sindgate to »
spread, provided by Mr. Rigden at the
Alexandra Hotel. Captain Nichols spoke in
high terms of the Sanugate Brigade for the

manuer in which they had goune through their it
drills. The chairman ol the committee was
| present at the practice, and with the Brigade
| thoronghly nppreciated Captain  Nichols’s
instractions. The eaptain ol the Bromley
{team kindly Tont Captain Keeler the use ol
! four lengths of his leatber hose for the pur-
pose ol a competition, in which the Sandgate
Brigale tuke part ie next weck at Sandwich, |,
Mr. Bouch took command of the team upon
(their return to Browley, Captain Nichols
returning the next dny, 25, & (&J’J;‘

Mgk FIRE BRIGADE turned out promptly on
The y night shortly after twelve, in answer
to a call stating that there was an extensive
fire at Hythe. The men were at the station in
seven or eight minutes all being present except
The engine

| one, who was away from Sandgate.
| was taken to a place just beyond Sandgate
| Stationa where it was found the fire actually
:wus a clover stack, belonging to Mr. Usher
| being in flames, on a high bank behind the
| railway. Water was too far away for the

Lbyigmlc to do anything, although had another

brigade came at the first. onset the combined |
| bose Jwould probably have enabled the men to

| save half the clover. Finding the stack doomed |
fter staying about an hour

| they came away,
The Hythe brigade came after,
being able to do any-
men got heme at three

and 2 half.
and went away without
thing. The Sandgate
on Wednesday morning, and on the aft
of the same day went to Mr. Brockman’s resi-
dence at Beachborough to test the water supply ‘ ‘
aud the utility of the fire-escape in taking ‘

|

\

ernoon

persons out of the windows of the mansion.
The respected owner watched the proceedings,
and was so well pleased with the smartness of

the brigade that he promised to become a

rearly subscrit e funds. .
yearly subrul ber to HTL fund g /07179

Tue Fire Bricape.—The fire bridgade was !
out on Monday evening practising in Lord Pel- | &
bam’s grounds. The hose was tested to see if it
would carry a stream of water to the mansion, |
but it was found that nearly 500 feet more in |
length would be required for that purpose. There
is a splendid supply of water at this part of Sand-
gate from the Folkestone Waterworks, and the
state of affairs delicately placed before his lord-
ship might result in the fund for the sdditiomal
hose being materially assisted. 2@. 7.9 ¢
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On Wednesday last (. Nickals, Bsq., |

the Honorary (ptain of the above
Brigade, and Captain of the Bromley
Brigade, paid Sandgate a visit with 7 |

of his men for the purpose of going
through a series of drills with the home
team, who were under the command of
Caj tain Keeler and Lieut. Kennett. The
Jromley men arrived in Sandgate about
10 am. The drills took place at three
o'clock in a field lent for the occasion by
Mr Golden, some smart drilling on both
sides ensued, which lasted nearly three
hours. The Bromley DBrigade were
entertained by the Sandgate Brigade to
a spread provided by Mr Rigden, of the
Alexandra Hotel. Captain Nickals spoke
in high terms of the Sandgate Brigade
for the manner in which the y had gone
through their drills. The Chairman and
the

Committee were present at the
practice, and, with the Brigade, thor-
oughly appreciated Captain Nickals’

instruction. The Captain of the Bromley
team very kindly lent Captain Keeler
the use of four lengthe¢ of his leather
hose for the purpose of a competition in
which the Sandgate Brigade take part in
next week. LS Recy /983

—

==+~SANDGATE VOLUNTEER FIRE
o1 2 BRIGADE. >
| = On Tuesday last, the membors of the above
l,br;gﬂ.‘.lc paraded in uniform, and marched
through the town with the engine, to talke pos
|, session of the new engine house, which has
been supplied for their use by the kindness of

a lady in this town. The building is a pretty
piece of work, and is well worthy of a visit to
any visiting the town.. It was designed and

built by Mr. Waddle. After the members had
“partaken of a good substantial supper the

usual loyal toasts were given by the chairman

(Captain Keeler)and ** Success to the Brigade.”
Reilly’'s health was drank with enthu-}
siasm, and several capital songs were rendered |
y Firemen Bushell, Harrison, McLachlan, |
Wh,ting and Harris during the evening. The |
brigade have now been established over |
eighteen months, and although they have noti
yet had a call, we are pleased to say they r\rel
in most eflicient form, and when tho time comes
we feel sure they will not be found wanting.
The brigade have received liberal support from
their President, Lord Pelham, the resident|
sentry and tradespeople, and also from Sir E.|
Watkin.  Further contributions would be|
gratefully received by their secretary, as thnr
brigade are in want of a few more lengths of
hose and several minor appliances.

t The brigade will visjt Underhill and Beach-
borough on Monday next, at 7 and 8 p.m., for|
the purpose of inspecting the water supplies,
in order to ascertain where the hose may be
best fixed in the case of fire occurring in those |
districts. 2. &. 54

TESTING THE FIRE BRIGADE.—Last Friday
the smartness of the fire brigade was put to a
test. It had been arranged that Lord Pelham
should summon them at some time during the
week, and at 9 p.m. on Friday the call was
given.  Within three minutes the firomen were
assembled, in seven minutes tho horses were
‘hnrnesscd to the fire engine with the escapo
behind, and in three minutes more they were in
Lord Pelham's grounds. The brigade mustered
full, under Capt. Keeler and Lieut. Kennett, and|
the performance must be regarded as a vory‘[
sa(isgnctory one. ©. SeAar &84y
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On Wednesday niglt about 11.30 as two'
young men nawed U, Philpott and J. Lee
were coming up the High “Strect they were
startled to see flames issuing from the duur‘
way of Dr. Howard's House, with great |
prescuce of mind they succeeded in checking
the flames until 11 30 when  assistance arriv- 84
ing the flames were extinguished,  On
examination it was found that the lamp over
the door, getting over-heated set the wood-
work blazing. Great credit is due to the
young men, for had it not been for the timely
assistunce &  serious conflagration woull
doubtless have been the result as toth Dr
. Howard’s House and Beach Rocks adjoining
. are of wood. 20. /2. 84

}|  Tuk Fig Brraapk.—The members of the Firo

t | Brignde have been undorgoing a sories of extra
Grill, in proparation for the competition at Mar- 85
gate on October 7th, 18885

SuepeEr T0 FireMeEN.—On Tuesday evening
‘tho members of tho Volunteer Fire Brigade|,
| were entertained by their Licutenant (Mr. W. 86
B. Kennett) at supper, at his residence, where
a most enjoyable cveni%xg was spent by Lhc'

men. Jor st €& |

ArarM oF FreE.—About 1.80 mid-day on
Good Friday an alarm was raised that the|.
== Vicarage was on fire. The brigade were 86

quickly on the scene, and it was found that
the fire was not so ous as anticipated, it
being nothing more than a quantity of furze
alight in front of the Rev. E. M. Kvans’
residence. GASEIDe

— e O (S
FIRE AT SANDGATI.
Some damage was done on Tuesday after- |
noon by fire at two small cottages behind | 4

| by DMr. Goodburn, and the other by. M, |
Moore. The fire, which was fortunately |
subdued before it could gain any hold on the |
buildings, was caused through the proximity
| of & beam to onc of the kitchen fues.
| i
fosrmer Clnes = 20, Espammse
(URgeeEE iiiCECls <0 = stthN s
) tlo = Sl 0®

3 vh -32 %

Prospect-place, Sandgate, and occupied one r 86

THE HYTHE AND SANDGA FIRE |
BRIGADES.

Our forefathers of the most primitive times,
when bricks and mortar wure not so freely used
a8 now, had the sense to take, on the
principle that self-preservation is the first law
of naturo, the most careful precautions against
fire. Thus,in soveral parishes in rural England,
the earliest of vestry documents show that pro.
vision was made for the alarum, often a rapid
pull of one of the church bells, to be sounded
on the ontburst of a fire. Others were com
missionod to douse the endangered building
with water, some told off to rescus property
and lite and to provide sholter for those the
devouring element had rendered homelass.
Of courso with the advance of time, improve-
ments were made in the mode of ropressing fires,
until most parishes had their fire engines or
knew a not distant loeality where they could
find one. Dickens, in his ** Sketches by Boz,”
gives an amusing description of the practising of
the smrish engine, wherein the beadle of the
parish waxes 8o warm with enthusiasm that he
pumps over himself, consequently catehing a
cold, which despatched him to that world
where fire-engines are not reqaired. It is
gratifying for the inhabitants of Hythe and
Sandgate to know that the efficiont fire brigades
which they possess are always in readiness for
action. Iu Sandgate the engine can be seen in
its_house, ‘“as clean as a mew pin,” by the
edestrian as he passes through the Broadway, F
imparting a sense of security which is amongst | N5
the most charming experiences of human life. | sy
‘When we consider that several of the houses in &
Sandgate groan under the burden of years, and
are largely constructed of wood boarding, one

can easily imagine how rapidly flames would 8 7

spread, ospecially when fanned by a brisk |
breeze, were they not instantaneously checked. |
Sandgatonians, however, can retire to rest with
the confidenco of a child in their volunteer
defenders. As soon as ths alarm is given, a
number of stalwart young and active men will \
be on the scene, and if human energy and, we
believe, jbravery, can subdue nature’s fiercest
element and rescue endangered life, we think
the Sandgate Fire Brigade will achieve that
result. In Hythe the inhabitants may feel
equally confident in their Fire Brigade, com-
manded by Capt. Cobb. The annual dinner of
the brigade, which was held last week, proved
how enthusiastic these guardians of the safety
of the town can be for the credit of their volun-
teer service. But a tone of sadress encroached
into the assembly, and although but a monotone,
should srowse the attention ef tho inhabitants.
Mr. Ashdown, the Secretary, said they required
more support, and Mr. West wanted to turn the
Jubilee year, as far as its local observance went,
into 'an” occasion, as he pathetically said, for
“gending round the hat.”’ ~ The Secretary plain-
tively alluded to the lack of interest shown by
the Corporation in not attending fo witness
‘their practises. Nay; rather let the brigade
convert their absence into an eloquent compli-
ment. Tho Mayor, the Town Clerk, and the
Corporation feel the town so socure in the hands
of these ¢ Knights of the Order of the Flame
that they consider they have no need to over-
look drills which thoy know will be perfectly
performed. Lot it, however, bo brought home
to the inhabitants that tho brigade nesds more

| pocuniary help, in order more carefully to pro-

tect the ancient borough from havieg gaps made
on its hillsides and on its plain by man's most
rolentless foe, and wo are sure that the ener-
gotic Secretsry neod only, in his canvass for
support, knock and the door will be readily
opened unto him, and the genial Mr. West, who
has promised to accompany the Secretary in his
.canvass, noed only to ask and to rocoive.

9. /" J/)
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- .FIRE BRIGADE DINNER.

of officers | hundreds of pounds as the result

ful decorations of the spaci

A

(Inspector [ be called upa
Army Schools), Lieut. T. Wordley (Army
T

Garrison | for the town, nothing of a very

Jacobs [ had occurred, but had they no
g J. |efficient brig
Ashdowi (Captain Hythe Fire I

Tiremen Peerless, Iee

) I

CHAIRMAN, in “proposing
tved that they in that neighbour-

1 often had His Majesty

icial

to a certain extent, they felt
ssociated with ‘them

which Tie described as
» especially o in that dia:

e referred at lengt),

Idiers on their enlistm
remuneration, barrack

—_—
{ oatinelt ended to the toast.
J ality was extendec
Tiant cordinsk was the first to 1;1»,)\,‘;7.\(‘1;_
ST reputation 0
e aid the reputa oty v
I\‘rm\' (Tlll not rest upon the .‘;4"}]:vlv":mln(:]n[l:“:v-i
w day or a year, but of centuries. :
& day on Y imy, as they suw it
| England at the present time ind |]n|)‘..«”w
youis pust, was not the Army that they sy
In the great dependencics across the  scae,
It was there that wo had the real Britis
Army, with our 70,000 of
p i WELL-SEABC
to a certain extent,

D TROOTS.

SMATURED AND
ome the Army was, C
e t7adle and mursory. A8 soon as & man
t\\w\ sufficiently trained he was ll.ll!r:L s
| Yo the service battalions. That fac L
wall brought homo a short time ago, when
tho Boer prisoners were first brough o
India. It was rather amazing ]lu L R
| effect that our Army in India iad upon
them. They, of course, imagined that eve Y
British soldier had gone to the nm\l,‘lnm.
[they were greatly surprised to find such an
Aviny in India, composed entirely of  the
finished article. The Army at home was in a
sort of state of transition, and rm»n{um.\u(lmu
from top to bottom was the order of the day.
They would hope that from the reconstru
tion of the War Office, and the greatly im-
‘proved changes, a - befter Army would be
evolved, whioh would m:mu e state . of
orough efficiency. (Applause.
(h(!l. thin KENNBETT suitably replied on
behalf of the Auxiliary Forces, and expressed
the hope that if they were called upon the
Volunteers would not be found - deficient.
| (Hear, hear.) p
[ty e et s </ The Sandgatob U tien
District Council,” which was ably submitted
by the Rev. A, WILSON. The rev. gentleman
suid it had heen his privilege to know a
little of the late Chairman (Councillor O. H.
Smith), and he was startled to find, when he
came back from a holiday, that that gentle-
man no longer held that oftice. They had
entrusted the welfare of the town to thc
ntlemen, some of whom were there that
| night, and they all knew how effectively the
Conncillors had endeavoured to serve the
visitors to the town, for everyone who came §
to Sandgate was charmed with the character
of the town. He hoped that under the pre-
sent Chairmanship there would -be a little
more prosperity for the townspeople as a

Lieut.-Colonel FYNMORE, in reply, said
he would take the opportunity of saying how
well the Council had worked together during
the last three years, under the chairmanship
of .Councillor O. H. Smith. By his ability
and energy (hey had made some gre:
gress with the local government. They had

only to look at the way
THE TOWN WAS LIGHTED,
|and that they had made a start with what
| had been an eyesore and drawback at the
west end of the town,—the sea wall—and
they would find out what they had done
under Councillor Smith, (Applause.) Ho|
s afraid that he was poaching on the
| Mayor of Folkestone’s preserves, because he
wa »ru{ ying the chair in  Councillor
| Peden’s district. The speaker had the
{ greatest regard for the Mayor of Folkestone,
|and these who iere associated with him.
| and he would not for ome minute attempt |
| to encroach. That brought him to a poiut
| very prominent with all the inhabitants of
| Sandgate. It was rather awkward-to think 4
that that night they, with the Fire Brigade,
and various institutions of Sandgate, could
not say that all Sandgate was Sandgate. But |
there need be no ill-feeling over that. Tnat
was a point that would never be settled |
without an Act of Parliament, which shonld
[be obtained by some amicable means, or the
| result would bé expensive, and, for Sandgate,
\un.‘.m.mm. The speaker also referred tc
{the sea wall. He thought that it was rathes
2 e that the Counfy Council would not
pay for a groyne which had saved them
of the
ving it had effected to the road. Soon that
[point would be completed, and they would
be free from the danger of being out oft by
road from their neighbours. (Applause).
( Licut.-Colonel FYNMORE mext gave “The
Sandgate Volunteer Fire Brigade.” It was
L fact, he said, that Volunteers might nev oy
for service, but they could
‘nmm tell how soon the fire brigade might he
called upon to, go into action. Fortunatels
serious nature
t had such an
le, the outbreaks might have
neant disaster. They all felt assured thas
henever the brigade were needed, (ho
would be ready to cope with any diffeult; }
(1‘1,0 toast was dvunk with musical honouys
Captain  JAGOB, replying, expressed |
pleasure at the attendance of 56 many mil;. |
(ffw(:}nri \_';xlm;{]m‘r officers, and members of
16 Council. This was e ‘ear
Brigade’s. establithmestiie, T e
had’ taken a great interest in the Bl
ken a great interest in the Brigade |
since its formation, in which he was o of
the prime movers. They were hut a small |
brigade, but were r ways to do their |
duty in Hw] ni(o,nhm £ the town
18T mem 1a¢ heen 1 i -.
1882 and Tie sfill took a vore porigade sinco |
in the Brigade After ?‘;1“\\11.1!(1::!]:p'l‘”‘r‘”‘]\‘ [
scribers for their past s o, ub-
asked the Chu,’y‘y’n,\IL‘S:«.”,'»I(:'::\',& ((“'}‘-‘ Tacoh
MeLachlan a little gifp o e icen
as a_token of their appreciotiis SibsCribens
e appreciation of hig Jop
The CHATRMAN
Engineer MclLaelinn on il T e
service, and handed over to hi'® PeTiod of

HIO-

Ono of

m
X A HANDSOME MARBLE CLOCK.
bearing the following '
sented_to Engincer H, |
subseribers to the Sandgate Vo > Fire
Brigade, on his having ‘complatet giscild
servico in the Brigade, as o mark of Gy
osteem  and appreciation. of hig Be ‘rnlc‘
November, 1903.” Tho health of fhe men fenf
was then drunk with much enthusia y
misical honouy et )
ingineer McLACHT,AN suitably i
Other toasts were “Kindrod Tiee n’faEL‘SL‘e »
Proposed by Gouncillor Smith, ~nod Te-
jponded to by Capt. Ashdown (Fythy and
r T D. Mackenzie (Folkestone), an “The

inseription i Pre.
J. McLachlan, by {15

Officers and Commitlee,” gy
Jacob, and “The Subserihe

Councillor P. Greenstreet,
Messrs. Lack, Edgar Berfo, of




S : vy
- " SANDGATE FIREMEN AT PARIS. ¥
Tarse Arvauy or Fine.—About half past. \m;m‘ ! Sttt 1
T by membe et ho English contiugont of Firomen who toolk ]
who stated that thero was a fire at Folkostono, | 8 part in tho Intornational Congress held in Paris ek
4 "The local volunteer fire brigade soc bled and 8 last woek was accompanied by Captain Kennott
3 proc to Folkestone with their engine, but, and Lioutenant Tuck, of the Sandgate Fire
j ey |O‘"¢1)gv);': {;‘)rxi‘x\:v t\'\yt‘\s\’“r'“nc:‘-m\‘\)T'\'ft:‘::,‘; Brigade. The exporienco of the receplion they
e e e recoived, tho sights they witnessed, aud tko
c‘\mnni works, which showed somewhat brilliantly \ pleasant associations of tho visit, in Calais and
| against the dullsky. 235. &. P> Paris, made a great improssion upon their
minds. Tho invitations they received to dine
TR nut} lunch with the officors of the 1"oreigu_‘
| 3} Ruved Brigades were €0 numerous, that they wera 9
Shres continually in and out of telograph offices,
- i thankfully doclining numbers of them. Boxes
’NULT’R}ERA a5 the best of the theatres worg placed at the
disposal of tho officers, who, on entering in
; S uniform were geeted by uprising audiences,
v F singiog the National Anthemn and shouts of 14
2 g * Vive le Sapour Pompier Angleterro,'” They
W enner 89 roceived with the other officors gold medals ity
surer), Frank from the President of the Republic to whom [
2 ) e thoy were personally presented, in commemora-
tion of their visit, and a flattering distinction
| was made with the English officers, who were
N 1IN MoV 84 | elected on the committeo of the Fremch Fire
SUERH G Association, an honour which will be accom-
d with th ey i panied by an enamelled medal in the place of m
i < ‘ the one which they now possess. 72 d77
- 1. lesq? \
ar - - ety
SAWNDGAYIE,
Mgr. J. LucK has been appointed /wé 20
Lieutenant ot thie Volunteer Fire Brigade, 4 [F,'}',‘: llt,rc'h\{’.rq:n(,):rll]yf.'-:g);‘:):\ii‘m\‘v»w:;':L;rrﬁ
THE Quarterly Practice of tho lifeboat 7 (/ sined at tha Engine House by Lisut. J. Tuck a1 | '
| rew took place on Friday. The « Mogor il mne e e oo e | SO
de Rothchild” was Jaunched, and the usual » ingino House was vory prettily decorated for the
|_tactics were gone thro ceasion &.12.69 2y
The following protest has been lodged
against the decision in the Fire Brigade Com-
petition i— » ; 2
Borough Engineer EFO%:CF": AMONG the places which have sent
29th Zu(fss:ngésg' delegates to attend the opening sitting of fhe
W. H. Harrison, Esq. S the International Firemen’s Congress at s
HonllSoaretory i K 1 aris, are Sandgate and Sevenoaks. The 8 Q
Folkestone Tournament. A deputation consists of one hundred and
Dear Sir,—On behalf of the Folkestone Fire forty firemen and twelve firewomen,
Brigade, I beg to lodge an ebjection to the representing 30,000 firemen of the United
first prize, in the competition of yesterday, |- Kingdom. g d«g*;ﬁ«?] P
being awarded to the Sandgate Brigade, on the _— /f
following grounds, viz. : i 1 1
The Sandgate Brigade were disqualified, s
as the men eommenced pumping before the 1 .
third length of hose was connected, whxlst] SANDGATE FIRE RR_IGADI"—OH Tues.ﬂny o}
the water had actually entered the third 89 eveuing the Sandgate Fire Brigade drove into !
T e L e e e )
i Vi in’ ut, an at is the wo spanking s. Eng -
o :l;;l\xg {x;:?be maclt)ioon‘i o(f) t’he Committee in i meut:zlo?'kod,asDr‘AIﬂtouwculdsay,"Asfre_sh
appointing Mr. Harris as Judge, seeing that L 2 as paint,” and the men had a very cordial
b he was six years connected with the Sandgute : frquutu_mﬁ.‘»’ S D .o =y er
Brigade. I may add, in couclumo_u. tbgt the
T¥ 7 decision has given great dissatisfaction to |
many of the outside public, and trust you will
haye the matter referred to a competent and J s e s r
| uuin;erested pogson. . . Ex ELECTRIC LIGH1
am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, o : 5 a
! d U CONQUEST, 7 —2BTaa (805 - 3004 had
| Captain of Folkestoné Fire Brigade. - SANDGATE VOLUNTEER FIRE plit
Bl et oA {4l Ly, BRIGADE, s :
 PRESENTATION, TO THRE CAPTAIN. notice
by **six man drill.” Theé men had to travel on % : S :
r IhPi?r engines across the field, loose their horses, of ’?}ff."};gﬂ]ﬁ(j’f}a:}: “:-‘"{‘,'Stlir U;:L_(j‘gl"“»‘_“’;
::"ffz’;T‘f"[}".“"‘l‘)’eg;‘os’; ook ‘;"‘el'{“r’r’i':“g“m‘:"]‘g presented by the firemen with a handsome
O ey, o, St o b silver-mounted walking stick.  Engincar
oL ¢ tournament, was judge, and his McLachlan, in making the presentation,
écifion gave a good deal of dissatisfuction to the . “said the members wished to thank il
Fx{\keitovne men, who claim to have won the first 9 Captain for the intorest ho took in the iy
B yiohe times werg ; Sundgate, Im. 14.1 bth 8 Brigade, especially with referonce to the
| 1m”18-,:g lggt‘on‘,‘lm. 15"90'}' and F([Ike:)tone, work he had done in connection with the a
Folkoitons v o aal iy s pUE EIne ain recent fire at thh Alhambra.  Captain i
oro ';’(‘)s considerably the quicker, but they Jacob than thaimembers for their kind- L5l
The S;""F( secs, in ﬁ"“‘d"g the water through, ness in givihg hith . that most unexpected
Hore e o auaciedgtHoRn Ul tHiYor | present.  Ho was particularly struck with
] G began to purap, sctewing on the second - | their good: feoling, {and he should value tho read
| | o third just as tho water entered the first length, ] gift as a mementq very much indoed. He
{ and Mvw‘.f.‘..l‘_"_fr Wi, R0 Gl ong) assured them thaf whatever servico ho had
1 rendored was givin most willingly, and as
i i - ¥ long as ho was copinected with thé Brigade,
!Th ire Brigade Compgtmon. Prizes £7 and g4, 89") he should alwayy look after the welfaro of
cre were threo entries—Folkestone, Sandgate, / g the members, ang the best interests of the
| and Blrchinglon, and the competition ;van deé}dedy 1 town.* The inschiption on the band was
“ Presented to Cdptain W. H. Jacob by the
members of th

Sandgate Fire Brigade,
January, 1905."” . .
75

T

-

1905




stone Town F.C. from Ur{)e to

time and as an old goalk
he considers the local club
a good 'un in this season's
comer Sale.

{Sandgate stating tha

Sandgate's volunteer fire brig-
ade, which was established
nearly 100 years ago.

Its inception apparently took
place tn 1859 when a leaflet was
iissued to the good people ol
| ! * should
an emcrncnc{ arise, the inhabi-
tants may rely on the Brigade's
exertions to mitigate the suffer-
ing and loss from fire.”

ater on, according to a
chronicler, a committec was
formed to raise sufficient money

‘olkestone & Hythe Gazette, Wed
TR et s en Sndpabibignl b fvivaoten

|98

Sept. 16th, 1953 1";
when the captain (Mr, W. B.
Kennett) and his jieutenant
(Mr. Tuck) attended the Inte
national Congress in  Paris
(1889) they were received by the
|French  President, who  pre-
{sented them with gold medals,

‘They were also elected to the
French Fire Association,

When the officers attended a
theatre in uniform the audience
stopped the performance by
singing “ God Save the Queen ™
and shouting * Vive les Sapeurs

to buy a new fire engine, the Pompier d'Angleterre.”
= o o a donors including Lord and Lady
8 D NEw Pelham of Enbrook. a o o
N (G D NEWS & ‘The money was soon mllcclml‘l,om) MAYOR'S SHOW
¥ | Opportunities for training for|2nd in August 1882, the new 1 5% .
{ engine was driven in triumph n November of the same
8 year Captain Kennett was

swimmers in Folkestone dyring
the coming winter is umong the
week’s good news.

Mr. Sam Rockett, nmnr\gér of
the Folkestone Bathing Pool, is
behind this venture, and he tells
me that workmen are now get-
ting the rock pool at the
Marina, Lower Sandgate Road,
ready for opening on Sunday,
September 27th.

Already Mr. Rockett has
arranged for three swimming

Ty

&

Chief of Staff in the Lord
Mayor's Show. Lieut. Tuck, act-
ing as alde<de-camp, and six
other members took part,

On New Year's Eve, 1889/90,
the Brigade attended the
Wateh Night Service at Sand-
gate Church and wore their
new brass helmets for the first
ime.

In 1891 Captain Kennett and
Lieut. Tuck were amongst those

,. |clubs, Folkestone, Dover and presented to the German Kalser
'8 | Folkestone Pool, to use the pool at the Crystal Palace
i lon different nights. Two years later Captain Ken-
J. Students of the Police Train- nett and Lieut. W. H. Jacob
. [ing College at Sandgate will also were the only English repre-
¥S Imake use of the facilities, and sentatives at the annual Con-
2¢ IMr. Rockett expects that a gress of the Belgian Federation
1¢ Inumber of schools will do the of Sapeurs Pompiers at Ghent.
TS |same. Representatives of the Brigade
2/ “The Marina people are were at a similar festival at
spending & lot of money on the Lyons in 1894.
“|pool and I am hoping their
311! enterprise will be \vg\l support- o {p] (a]
he led,” Mr. Rockett told me. I CONG 3 ;
“Everybody I have spoken to AND IN CONCLUSION—
dne has wished the venture every FOLKESTONE HARBOUR
cti[success, and I believe it will will be closed to the public for
Ke-Iprovide a real need in a town two months from September
10T (which is swim-minded.” 28th while works are go on
led a a o 1l Railways Vo
ots kestone Sea
. |IT GOT AWAY Angling Asso n permission
)E]g A really big fish got away at to use the pier for their annual

Seabrook on after-
noon, I hear.

A local angler was fishing
from the beach near Battery
Point when he got a terrific
bite.

Saturday

Beacons at Zebra crossings in
Folkestone are now Dbeing
wired for light at nights. Here
are Corporation workmen
preparing one of the beacons.

fish, a bass, nearly three feet
long according to the angler,|
leapt out of the water and over
a breakwater.

ng
7\11&5 _Suddenly, as he played the
Lo
ud

through the town to its tem-
porary quarters in what is now
the Royal Kent Hotel garage.

festival competitions on Novem-
ber 21st, 22nd and 23rd.
u) a} o

TO MARK Coronation year,
the Rector of St. Martin's
Church, Cheriton, is asking the
parishioners to make a special
Thanksgiving Gift at harvest
anksgiving on Sunday, Sep-
tember 27th so that the church

> o a] o o o

,:8 The fisherman's rod snapped | can be redecorated.

wat]in two and the fish got away. [FIRE ENGINE HOUSE o o (u]

uy|But maybe it is still about ready yedr later, the Misses| pLANNING well  ahead,

win|chance to sa;

I|to give some other angler the

\ “ It was the big-
gest fish I have ever had on my

Reilly, the new owners of En-
combe, built the Fire Engine

Folkestone Round Tablers have
fixed their annual dinner and

House. The occasion was cele-| i Friday, March 19th,
ot-{lneT but it got away! " brated with a parade in uni- :{:.;:femm{ho ltllmi«‘n's Hotel, but
he @ @ @ form ancalier the eneine had)on Friday, October 23rd, they
Al . been safely insta n ils new|. holding a dance at the
£ SAhlxi)lgl(\;-l/‘\!ﬂl‘)lflRE aliarters there was *a substan-({riiodiie Hotel to help the
e ‘ tial supper.” yor's Coal Fund.
Not 50 1. ng 2go I came across The Lngnde had an Inter- Mayor's TOWNSMAN.
(@ some interesting facts about national reputation, too, and
" Kunmise Fize BRIGADES AT WINDSOR—A. i Gongar: - Si(yary Euccominl ooncaty in id o0

|
 the Sandgate V ;or ire Lrigndo

i i + || the funds of the Sandgate Voluntcor I'ire Dri
Froardomonsailonihy Nolgteen frofbigados was given. in the Gymnasium, Shorncliffe Camp, |

took place at Windsor on Thursday last. m— | o0 \Vednesday, There was 1.::IN0~“"_*"'”]‘°“ 1T

Nearly 100 engines and 1,000 firemen athended, Eenbj aridl nunterous eRCel. MEte M b

amongst those from Kent were the Canterbury " ’5’1.1““""’\'M W w“.c}!‘m‘\‘?i\l:(ll;t; ey, the Rev.

Cathedral Fire Brigade, the Herne Bay Brigade ﬁ'rhfa’,,wih\\‘. ksfiold, Capt. Nowbury, Lieut. |
the Margate Brigadeand theWingham Brigade. Harris, Licut, Trevor, Licut. Me'Lieod, ,‘{T‘l

The Cathedral Brigade was under the com. | Meesrs. 1lunt, Moat, Grover, und Long]

mand of Lieutenant G. H. DeLasaux. Captain

loy.
band of tho Tincolnshire Rogiment also as
J; W. Robinson commanded the Wingham, ‘&9
and the Herne Bay Brigade under the direo. |

tion of Lieutenant Wacher. Each fireman

\vas presented with a commemorative medal, '

UNDATED
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ire brig-|when the captain (Mr. W. B.
4|Kennett) and his leutenant
| (Mr. Tuck) attended the 1[13Le1.
I national Congress in  FParis
pparently took|{iEad] they were received by the
ce 4 adeatiehie 3 ch President, who
ed_to k\y:“ ',‘”Iﬁ\')["” W l*‘i‘aa-ntcd them with gold medals,
Jn omvw*"u al the ml They were also e lected to the
|t y rely on L".m Brig; s|French Fire Association.
r\ ns to mitigate the uui}cr. When the officers attended a
ling and loss from fire.” theatre in uniform the 'ux(hcncu
{ on, according to :\mop‘)ed the performance by
ler,’ a committeé was “God Save the Queen ™
ifficient money hn\l moulmg “Vive lm Sapeurs
re engi n]thhn Pompier d’'Angleterre.”
ding Lord and Lady
J\hfoo' ’ o.a.+a
soon collected(,ORD MAYOR'S SHOW
d 1883, tha nn\'v‘ In November of the same
mgine W trium
M A yine was driven in triumpt 1; year Captain IKennett _was
Chief of Staff in the Lord
Mayor’s Show. Lieut. Tuck, act-
ing as aide-de- C'unp aud six
|oth bers 0ol
| ,On New Year's L\c IBSW 90,
the Brigade attended the
= |Watch Night Service at Sand-
5 1r.=te Church and re their
!n'v\» brass helmets for the first
time,
| In 1891 Captain Kennett and
|Lieut. Tuck were amongst those
ntod to the German Kalser
rstal Palace,

0 Iater ('f\pmm Ken-
noh and Lieut. Jacob
[“('ro the only Eng sh repre-
sentatives at the annual Con-
ess of the Belgian Federation
peurs Pompiers at Ghent.
sentatives of the Brigade
|w at a similar festival at
I.v ‘15 in 1894.

n

m |

e Appliances

gade had an
reputation, too,

wt the Annual Expenses

W v eNvee® 72 —2 -0 | Lhis, it is hoped, will be

readily subscribed by the Gentry and Tradesmen.
e services of the Brigade have been eheer

cheorfully given when required; and, should wn emer

goney arise, the Inhabitants may rely on theinr exertion

to mitigafe the suffering and loss from Five.

1 ace hereby respectfully and earnes

solicited to a 1 this good cause.
J. HODGSON, Trexsurer,

W. PLEDGE, Cbairman,

My, West will have the pleasure of waiting upon you iu

the course of a few days, to receive such aid as you
may deem the Institution merits; and which aid

will be faithtully appropriated fo the object for

which it is solicited
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At bris (Mr. W. B.
lteutenant

nteer \\hu\ the capt:
W ot
5 ag0.

g Ty n itional I SS
DDA m”‘tw”,hj 889) they were r(‘u'xvvd by the
BN \“; ““l 5 ‘““\‘l*w wch  President, who ~pre-
o kl“g,”‘\,‘ ‘l,‘ L \ould (sented them with gold medals,
rg the inhe They were also elected to the
i srench Fire Association.

When the officers attended a
t‘\e?.tr in uniform the audience
pped the performance by
l§inging “ God Save the Queen ™
And uting ** Vive l(‘> Sapeurs
Bomp Cl' d’Angleterre.”

u} o 5]

PORD MAYOR'S SHOW

In November of the same
par Captain  Kennett was
mcf of Staff in the Lord
M ayor's Show. Lieut. Tuck, act-
in aide-de-camp, and Six
lother members togk part.

§On New Year's Eve, 1880/90,

e Brigade attended the
t Sand-
ireh  and e their
s helmets for the first

the
‘g atch Night Service

te CY

v b

o,
iIn 1801 Captain Kennelt and

Beut. Tuck were amongst those
csented to the German Kalser
the Crystal Palace,

ITwo years later Captain Ken-
nett and Lieut. W. H. Jacob
Were the only English repre-
Séntatives at the annual Cnn-
gress of the Belgian Feder;
8l Sapeurs Pompiers at
RC' atives of the
lar fei

I(v '15 m 1894.

ﬂ n n n

Sandgate Fire Hrigave.

18 590
T expenses attending this Undertaking ane
entirely dependent upon ve luntary aid

The Contributions, amounting to £ 4

have been expended in making the Engine Appliances
morce cfficient

It is nated that the Annual Expenses

v This, it is hoped, will be

by the Genfry and Tradesmen.

I'he services of the Brigade have been eheer:

heorfully given when rvequired; und, should wn emer

roncy arise, the luhabitants may rely on their ¢xortion

to mitigaie the suffering and s from Fire,
You ace bereby respectfully and earnestly

solicited to assist in this good cause.

J. HODGSON, Treasurer,
W. PLEDGE, Chairmay,

Tr. Wst will have the pleasure of waiting upon you in

the course of a few days, to receive such aid as you
may deem the Institution merits; and which aid

will be faithully appropriated fo the object for

which it is solicited




- --- practice, and, with the Brigade, thor-

On Wednesday last C. Nickals, ]*,94{.,
the Honorary C4ptain of Hw‘ “hm\(j
Brigade, and Captain of the ]»r(’\_nlﬂn.\ﬂ
Brigade, paid Sandgate a visit \\1({ /Y
of his men for the purpose of gnm;‘
through a series of drills with the hum}
team, who were under lh("cnlmnmn]'(:
Ca; tain Keeler and Lieut. I‘\r,‘nm‘(t. The
Bromley men arrived in Sandgate about
10 am. The drills took place at three
o'clock in a field lent for the occasion by
Mr Golden, some smart drilling on both
sides ensued, which lasted nearly three
hours. The Bromley Brigade were
entertained by the Sandgate l‘wi:;nl}\ to
a spread provided by Mr Iiig_x]an. of the
Alexandra Hotel. Captain Nickals spoke
in high terms of the Sandgate Drigade
for the manner in which they had gone
through their drills. The Chairman and
the Committee were present at the

oughly appreciated Captain Nickals
instruction. The Captain of the Brv.wm]vy
team very kindly lent Captain Keeler

ey the use of four lengthe of his leather

hose for the purpose of a competition in
Brigade take part in
e /83

" ——e

;7TuxFlr.;BrAui;?nﬁmml out promptly on |
Tix‘cml:\y night shortly after twelve, in answer !

| to a call stating that there was an extensive |

‘\ fire at Hythe. The men were at the station in

| 'seven or eight minutes all being present except

away from Sandgate. Theengine

| one, who

| was taken to a place just beyond Sandgate
EStuLinn,xwhcrc it was found the fire actually
was a clover stack, belonging to Mr. Usher

being in flames, on a high bank behind the'

railway.  Water was too far away for the
ade to do anything, although had another

brigade came at the first. onset the combined |

bese Jiwould probably have enabled the men to |

| save half the clo Finding the stack doomed

| they came awa, ter staying about an hour
Iunl ahalf. The Hythe brigade came after,

| and went away without being able to do any-

T

> SAMNDGAYIE,

“MR. J. Luck has been appointed
Lieutenant of the Volunteer Fire Brigade.

“THE Quarterly Practice of tho lifaboat

crew took place on I'rid
de Rothehild™ was Jaun
tacti rone thro

RUREICATREC

[ AT y T S TR y

P‘ VOLUNTEER KIRE BRIGADE. ’
i ‘ On Wednerduy last, C. Nichols, Exq., the
{" 1 l‘lnlmrl\l‘) Capt. of the Sandgae Brigale wnd
! lr(.nplmu of the Bromley Brigade, paid Sand-
v

P gate & vivit with seven of Ins men for the
purpose of going through a scries of drills
with the Home team, which was under the

s eommand of Captain Keel:r and Lieubenant
? Kennett.  The Bromley men  wrrived i
¥ Baundygate about 10 a.m. and being very anxious
| to wes the town, and eujoy a stroll on the
i beach, ar hour or two was given them for w0
\ doinyg belore commencing “their® drills, which

took place a% 8 o'clock in a feld kindly lent
for the occasion, by M. Goldén. Some smart
L | drilling on Loth ides, which lasted nearly
three hours was given. The Browley Brigade
were entertuined by that of Sandgate to »
spread, provided by Mr. Rigden at the
Alexandra Hotel.  Captain Nichols spoke in
high terms of the Sandgate Brigade for the
manuer in which they had gone through their
drills. "The chairman ol the committee wax

—ar

{

i { present at the practice, und with the Brigade
| thoronghly appreciated Captain  Nichols’s

‘ | instractions, The captain ol the Bromley
L. dteam kindly Tt Captain Kveler the use of
Hour lengths of his leather lose for the pur-
pose ol a competition, in which the Sandgate
Brigade tuke part ie next weck at Saudwich, |-

Mr. Bouch took command of the team upon
{their return to Browley, Captain Nichols

‘,. i returning the next day, 25, & (3.

|

1 Txe Firk BriGADE—The fire bridgade was |
| out on Monday evening practising in Lord Pel-
t bam’s grounds. The hose was tested to see if it

wou!d Oarry a stream of water to the mansion, |
but it was found that nearly 500 feet more in
length would be required for that purpose. There |
is a splendid supply of water at this part of Sand-
gate from the Folkestone Waterworks, and the
state of affairs delicately placed before bis lord. |
ship might result in the fund fur the sdditional |
hose being materially assisted. 2. 7. CL%2

I |
thing. The Sandgate men got home at three
on Wednesday morning, and on the s
of the same day went to Mr. Brockman’s resi-
dence at Beachborough to test the water supply |
[a d the utility of the fire-escape in taking
| persons out of the windows of the mansion, |
The respected owner watched the proceedings,
and was so well pleased with the smartiess of
: B th the smartness of '] ik Fize Buioapr.—Tho mombors of the Firo |
the brigade that he promised to become a ;;anaue have been undergoing a scries of extra |
5 . ¢ | drill, i eparatioc o] itic A |
yearly subscriber to the funds. M :‘m oﬁ'&‘;([;l’:.‘:g‘ for the competiti 0 at Mar-
/‘;;p(’, <82 7eh RS
= =
| Vouxtrrn Fink BiGabE—1ho atnual mest-
| i or [ ing of thia Drigade was held last week. The
| = ? AS (A (Tis f balance sheat presented showed that the rocoipts
| MRT A : B 8 114, Tachudine B985 7
FIRE AT SANDG AT ‘ amounted to £35 8s. 11d., including £25
| = DANDGALTL, ecriptions, aud a total expanditur
* Sy Some damage was 3 oS viatia leaving a balance in hand of
: [“u sl done on Luesduy aftor- | ficers and committeo wero elected as follows i—
g lo0u by fire at two small cottuges behind | | | Earl Chichester, prowident; Earl Radnor, Sir I
™3 Prospect-place, Sandgate, and oceupied one A | Watkin, Dart., M.P., xnd Mr. F. D. Brockman,
| by DMr. Goodburn, and the 5 | J.P., vice-presidents; Mr. C. Nickalls, bon. cap-
Mos i » and the other by Mr, | tain’; Mr. W, B. Kennett, captain ; Mr. J. Tuck,
L ‘l”;‘('- The fire, which was fortunately | | Jientenant ; committen, Messie, W. M. Junaer |
subdued before it could enain anv Y | (chairman), R. J. Fynmore (treasurer), 1klin
B s s G i hold on the | (secratary), Smason, Rilay, McLaehlan, . Peer-
3% was caused through the proximivy lens, and E. Kcolon.—It was decided that tho
of a beam to onc of the kitclen flues i T whole of the Prigade should take part in_ the
| i : coming Lord Mayor's Shiow in Londol t s
— | reported that Capt. Kenneut and Licut. Tuck will
meet the French oflicers from Paris on their
— landing at Dover, and proceed with thew to
P——— London. 2. v DY b
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as been lodged‘

The following protest h 1
o Brigado Com- |

against the decision in the Fir
potition i—
Borough Engineer's Office,
Folkestone,
29th August, 1889.

W. H. Harrison, Esq.,

Hon. Secrotary,

Folkestone Tournament.
Dear Sir,—On behalf of the Folkestone Fire
Brigade, I beg to lodge an objection to the
—~—— first prize, in the competition of yesterday,
being awarded to the Sandgate Brigade, on the
following groands, viz. :

The Sandgate Brigade were disqualified,
as the men commenced pumping before the
third length of hose was connected, whilst
the water had actually entered the third
length before the branch was fixed. Another
thing I wish to point out, and that is the
very uawise action of the Committee in
appointing Mr. Harris as Judge, seeing that
he was six years connected with the Sandgute
Brigade. I may add, in conclusion, that the

—~—= decision has given great dissatisfaction to |
many of the outside public, and trust you will |
have the matter referred to s competent and |
|
|

uninterested person.
I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully,
A. W. CONQUEST, |
Captain of Folkestono Fire Brigade. - ‘
2 .

|
!

auccesstul concert in aid of
te Volunteor Iire Lrigado |
Shourncliife Camp,

given in ths Gymns
n Weduesday. There w o audience
nd unierous encores were given, The
fo in he periormer
Kirton, Miss Maycock, Miss Lonz
H. LRusseil Waket Cupt. Newuury,
| Harris, Licut. Trevor, Licut. Mc'Leod,
| Mesara. 1lunt, Moat, ( i Longley.
{band of the Lix imont also assisted

KeNTis# Fire BRIGADES AT WINDSOR.—A
great demonstration by volunteer fire bigades
took place at Windsor ou Thursday  last
Nearly 100 engines and 1,000 firemen attended,
nongst those from Kent were the Canterbury *
Cathedral Fire Brigade, the Herne Bay Btiﬂ"uly
the Margate Brigadeand theWinghani Brigad 5
The Cathedral Brigade was under the rc‘:‘o S
maud of Lieutenant G. H. DeLasaux. Captain |
J. W. Robinson commanded the Wix'ﬂ}l'{ri}n'
a_ml the Herne Bay Brigade under thcmdx;\ 2\
tion of Lieutenant Wacher. Each fire n,c; !
vas presented with a commemorative menilmlih




SPVING The Frinz staTion

Another great highlight in the annals of the Sandgate Society came in 1977
when Mrs Greenwall was able to rent from KCC the old engine room in the Fire
Station which had been empty for 10 years. For 15 years Mrs Greenwall's home
was also home for the Sandgate Society and its committee meetings. Now, it could
hang up a sign, carry out its official activities, become something of a community
centre, an information centre and a focus for village life. With the hekp of
donations in money and kind, members set to to make it shipshape and welcoming.
By 1983, however, the Society was faced by a terrible setback. KXCC to whom
the whole building belonged since the reoganistatin of Local Govt in 1974,
decided to close the popular library on the upper floor, evict the Sandgate Society
and put the whole building including the rear bottle store, on the open market
to the st bidder.
ran high. Iocal councillors and district councillors were unable
to intervene to save it for the community —- KCC were adamant. An extraordinary
General Meeting was called to consider ways and means. Strongigumour was that
Whitbreads who owned the Providence Inn, was keen to acquire amz 4ccording to
Chairman Denis Vorley, he announced that he had had it on good authority that
Whitbreads would be ready to let the Society continue to rent it - never mind the
fate of the lovely panelled reading room above. 'Who was this good authoiryt'
I asked. Vorley would not or could not reveal it -- but some of us had deep
suspicions since a prominent member of the society was also next door neighbour
itbreads Deputy Estates Manager. I replied that if that were the case
The Society would be at the mercy of every wind that blew', hoping to retire to
the background. But Mrs Greenwall, if I remember, suggested we should form a
deputation to KCC and plead our cause. It fell upon me to co-opt Lola Lachlan

lie Hornsby, Cdr. Colvile to join me in the delegation. The prominent member
appeared at the meeting quite indepdently. with his own interests at heart.
Thg<%g;irmqn of the Meeting said if he could have his way he would give it over
but first and formeost the District Auditor would clamp down. Whitbreads who had
been renting the bottle store for a peppercorn £90 a year finally agreed to split
the property and it was left to Sandgate Society members'were~g£ken very short notice
to offer £18,100 or lose the Fire Station for ever. Next a steering committee
was formed to set up a company and undertake the mammoth taskqﬁiié {%H;pendent
of the Society which was not inléféégition to buy or maintain property.

It was uphill work but finally with me as Chajirman and Alan Fisk as company
secretary and with theuéQEaaizgétinfluence of Arthur Ruderman and Lola
Lachlan, the Sandgate Heritage Trust was formed with charitable status. We had
less than six months to raise the necessary funds, with of course, the widespread

support and generosity of the Society among others.
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Tributes to Ruby Estelle Greenwall
our founder and President

inda Rene-Martin writes

She was a remarkable and
somewhat formidable woman, without
whose dedication and foresight
Sandgate would have lost its essential
character and identity and be very dif-
ferent today

Ruby Greenwall’s love of Sandgate
stemmed from pre-war, when she, her
husband Boris and young son Anthony
used to rent a Coastguard cottage dur-
ing the school holidays. As a neigh-
bour I know how much her family en-
Jjoyed the seaside life and the Sandgate
air, which was beneficial for Boris, a
veteran gassed in World War 1. After
World War 11 Ruby and Boris estab-
lished themselves more firmly in
Sandgate, taking over the former
premises of Huntley’s, a military boot-
maker, and setting up a tasteful sta-
tioners and gift shop

Before that Ruby carried on her fa-
ther’s antique shop in Highgate, and
from 1947 to the mid-sixties was a JP
in North London. As time went by she
transferred her choice stock of an-
tiques to premises adjacent to the gift
shop - now the Sandgate Antiques
Centre owned by Jonathan Greenwall.
Apart from the long-established Nor-
dens’ this was the only other antique
shop in Sandgate. Then Ruby encour-
aged Freeman and Lloyd to set up their
fine antique furniture shop in the High
Street, and gradually others followed.

(Continued on page 5)

- The Victory Celebrations - a letter from Derek St Clair

Our Vice
President writes:

The Sandgate Society official

headquarters since 1977 thanks to the

initiative of Ruby Estelle Greenwall

Most members will

already have heard

of the death of our
President,

Mrs Ruby Estelle
Greenwall, aged 89.
As founder, chairman
and life president, her
story was also that of
the Society; so we
begin with two tributes
to her.

From the Chairman / The Programme

Sandgate’s Shops, Beach ‘Nourishment’, Vand
Membership & Questionnaire

alism

The Sandgate Society was formed in
1962 mainly through the efforts of
Mrs Greenwall, with the object of say-
ing the Royal Kent Hotel from being
destroyed. A number of local residents
who shared Mrs Greenwall’s strong
opposition to the plan to destroy this
lovely old coaching inn came forward
to join the Society and take up the
fight. I was one of them and became
the Society’s first Secretary with Mrs
Greenwall as Chairman. Sadly we
failed to save the Royal Kent, but a
strong local amenity society had been
formed. which during its 33 years’ ex-
istence has done much in the interest
of Sandgate

Mrs Greenwall was a strong-willed
lady who liked to have her own way
and usually succeeded in getting it
Although well-respected by all of us
on the Committee I must say we hesi-
tated to oppose her except for very
good reason. Sandgate meant every-
thing to her, and she was tireless in
her efforts for its good and tackling
anything she considered to be to its
detriment

DENNIS VORLEY
Vice President
400
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The Vic;o’l;y Celebrations

erek St Clair writes:

At the age of about three |
arrived, still in a pushchair, at 127
High Street, Sandgate. with my
mother and father and 9 years old sis-
ter Joyce. My father, Captain F C G St
Clair, RN, had been a victim of the
“Geddes Axe” whereby huge cuts in
the economy in 1922 had resulted in
servicemen in particular being arbi-
trarily retired. The armed forces were
far too numerous for peacetime after
World War 1 and, along with thou-
sands of industrial workers had to be
scaled down drastically

With difficulty, since there were so
many unemployed chasing too few
jobs. my father managed to be ac-
cepted as HM Coastguard Inspector
for south east England. With this job
went the residence in Sandgate rather
grandly called “Admiralty House™ at
No.127. His office was the last of a row
of small coastguard cottages near the
memorial to Sir John Moore (1761-
1809), who was British commander in
the Peninsular War

Next to our house was a small building
which housed life saving apparatus in
the form of a large cart fully equipped
with breeches buoys. miles of rope in
oblong boxes, very big rockets to
which rope was attached and fired over
the ship in distress so as to rescue the
shipwrecked mariners. This vehicle
was hitched on to a lorry and towed to
the nearest point on the coast to the
wrecked ship.

Before the advent of sophisticated nav-
igational aids such as radar there were
frequent wrecks off the coast of Dun-
geness. My father and his coastguards
were kept quite busy. Often cargoes
were washed up on the beach by our
house - cargoes such as boxes of white
shirts and Huntley & Palmer’s large
square tins of assorted biscuits - alas
no longer available these days in the
shops. Once there were many cases of
apricot brandy for the taking! I re-
member oo a load of motor car tyres
which floated by, and we children got

/_)"/L(- ) /347({'

one shilling per tyre as salvage money

Most winters saw very heavy seas, and
we had to have wooden shutters to pro-
tect the windows facing the sea from
being smashed by the tons of shingle
which were thrown up. In summertime
we had a raft attached to an empty oil
drum and anchored to a block of con-
crete. What fun we had swimming out
to this raft when the tide was up! We
also had our own lobster pot which we
visited weekly to see what we had
caught

So many members and
visitors came to the
June meeting to mark
the 50th anniversary of
the end of the Second
World War that there
was insufficient time
for everyone to have
their say.

One such contribution
has been sent to the
Newsletter by Mrs
Jeannette Champion, of
James Morris Court,
who recently received
an evocative letter from
Mr Derek St Claire, now
living at Godalming,
Surrey. It paints such a
vivid picture of what life
was like in those days
that we give it almost in
full.

My mother, of Irish extraction, was
fond of horse-racing. In 1930 she
backed “Blenheim” the Aga Khan's
Derby winner. I think all Sandgate had
a flutter on it, as there was a strong tip
for the horse from a well-informed res-
ident. My mother won £250 (about
£10,000 today) and straight away went
out and bought my sister an Austin
Seven from Martin Walters for £90

a letter:

Alas, the following March my father
died suddenly of a heart attack, which
came as a great shock to many hun-
dreds of people from Folkestone and
district. The funeral service in
Sandgate Parish Church was attended
by representatives of Legion branches
from all over the country; and the fu-
neral cortege stretched the length of
the High Street

I well remember the cinema in
Sandgate when silent films were
shown. The manager’s son was a
friend and I used to get free seats in
the best part of the cinema - the bal-
cony. A Mrs Lawton, who lived oppo-
site, was the piano accompanist. Her
son John joined the Royal Navy and
became Chief Gunnery Instructor to
the Fleet

The highlight of the year as far as [
was concerned was the “Cheerful
Sparrows Fete™ which took place on
Sandgate Hill, moving later to Cheri-
ton Road. My father was very active
with this function which was a charity
collecting money for the Victoria Hos-
pital in Folkestone. There was always
a tombola with tickets at half-a-crown
with fantastic prizes. Martin Walter
donated a car, while one year the first
prize was a house on the Dover Road
to this day called “Tombola House”

After my father died my mother was
befriended by a Mrs Phillipson who
lived in a beautiful house called
“Encombe” and we lived for a while in
the thatched lodge at the entrance to
the driveway. Built into the wall a few
yards from this lodge was a special
place for changing into bathing
clothes which we used as changing on
the beach was forbidden in those days
I spent many days at Encombe as play-
mate to the two adopted daughters of
Mrs Phillipson - Betty and Barbara

Goldsack and Holderness in Sandgate
High Street were well-known car re-
pairers as well as suppliers of accumu-
lators for the ecarly and rather primi-
tive wirelesses of those days. Col-

(Continued on page 3)
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Derek St Clair’s letter continued ....

(Continued from page 2)

man’s were our grocers and Mr Col-
man himself, in his best suit and
bowler hat, would call on my mother
at Christmas

time and present her with a big tin of
biscuits

Opposite Admiralty House was a small
sweetshop run by white-bearded Mr
Jordan, who would kindly see me
across the road to catch the bus to
school in Folkestone. The bus fare was
one penny which dropped me off at
Grimstone Avenue, from where | had

to walk to Feltonfleet School run by
Mr Counsell. This school was obliter-
ated by a landmine in World War 11.

Among my contemporary pupils were
the actors David Tomlinson and
Michael Bentine. Often [ would walk
home to save the penny to spend on
Mr Jordan’s gobstoppers

My father used to run the annual
sportsday in Sandgate Parade when
there was a greasy pole, a greasy pig
to chase, and three-legged races. One
year the two girls in this type of race
came a cropper on the tarmac and one
badly injured her kneecap and had to
be fetched by ambulance. Once a
neighbour who lived on the seafront
rang my father to report that she had
seen a boy dive off the breakwater and
as far as she could ascertain had never
surfaced. My father and two coast-
guard officers, all trained in life-
saving, rushed round and used a row-
ing boat to search the area. Eventually
the poor boy was pulled up on the end
of a grapnel, but although my father
spent hours trying to revive him, it

was to no avail. It appeared that he had
broken his neck when diving. The
memory of this is indelible, and I have
always been wary of the sea since.

After having danced the night away at
the Leas CLiff Hall my sister would of-
ten take me to Seabrook to the “Black
Cottage™ which sold delicious bacon
and eggs after the pubs had closed
This was a very popular venue for the
young folk of the 30’s

In about 1929 there occurred a mini-
tidal wave after teatime. The sky went
mauve, the wind dropped and all was
still. Suddenly, far out to sea, a huge
wave arose and rushed towards the
shore at high tide. I was very fright-

ened and my sister thought the end of

the world had come. The sea water
flooded our house and spilled out on to
the High Street. My sister attended
school on the Lower Road, Sandgate,
not too far from the Castle. She and I
would act as guides sometimes and
spin lurid tales about dungeons and
torture chambers to the horrified visi-
tors. We got quite a few tips though. so
they must have enjoyed our stories.

Another lasting memory is of the Star
& Garter Home for disabled service-
men, of which my father was a Gover-
nor. There were some appallingly in-
Jjured men there, some without limbs,
yet who painted with their mouths as a
hobby. My father organised concert
parties to entertain them

[ loved Sandgate, and Folkestone too,
and visit quite frequently to this day

the lasting memories of
a small boy

But this involves disappointments, too,
I'm afraid. One such disappointment
is to see the Grand Hotel carved up
into flats. Each year as a small boy I
went to a Christmas children’s party
there. Conjurers, dancers and comics
were laid on. Best of all though were
the vanilla ice-creams in little corru-
gated paper cups which were freely
distributed. One year I ate 25 - a record
for the time!

o0

From the Chairman

ributes to our late President

appear clsewhere in this
newsletter and indicate how much we
are indebted to her pioneering spirit
She would appreciate the improved ap-
pearance of Sandgate. Several houses
and shops have been repainted and the
hanging flower baskets provided by
Shepway Council and organised by
our Committee Member Peter Daugh-
ters, have enhanced the general effect

Assistance is required in the
Archivist’s area of activity and I shall
be pleased to hear from anyone willing
to help.

Many of you kindly contributed to the
Chichester Memorial Hall Clock Re-

pair Appeal. My wife, who is vice-
Chairman of the Committce of
Trustees. has asked me to say that the
first stage of work has been completed
- the clock is now showing the time -
but the casing has been found to be rot-
ten and must be replaced during the
next twelve months for safety reasons
This will add to the current shortfall of
some £600 in the repair fund

My best wishes go to Fred Moore, who
has been missed in the village during
his illness, and to you all for the au-
tumn.

GEOFFREY EDMUNDS
Chairman

00




Sandgate’s Shops

andgate’s shops and their

keepers, about which we

promised some informa-
tion, are warmly mentioned elsewhere.
Relative newcomers include the Hay-
ward Galleries, replacing the much-
missed “Trumpet Banner”. Weekly art
classes for up to 10 beginners are held
down there, as well as regular day
courses. Diane Webb and Richard
Down have been here, just below the

Out and about in
Sandgate’s
High Street

clock, for a year now, and their rare art
supplies in paper and canvas attract
customers from London. Their regular
exhibitions of pictures pottery and
craftwork by local artists are a wel-
come addition to the cultural scene,
complementing what is already pro-

vided across the road by Barbara Mc-
Gregor beneath the Ann Boleyn sign

Sandgate’s most flourishing business
after the antique shops is undoubtedly
Olde English Pine. For ten ycars now
Andree Martin and her assistants have
been part of the local scene, industri-
ously polishing and varnishing the
furniture which attracts customers
from London, Norfolk and the Home
Counties. Members will have noticed
that she has recently taken over the ad-
Jjoining premises, now offering Olde
English Oak. What was a run-down
shop with a refrigerated food store at
the rear has been magically converted
into an Italian-style conservatory with
a bright atrium, small fountain and
minstrel’s gallery - designed by Mrs
Martin herself,

Ken Morris, who admits to being 72,
Is Sandgate’s only surviving butcher,
and one of our longest serving shop-
keepers, successfully competing with
the supermarkets, and still supplying
some of his original customers with
chops, joints and sausages. He tells us

“Nourishing” the beach

y the end of August the

Dutch Ham dredging com-

pany had deposited on
Sandgate’s beaches 400,000 tons of
pebbles dredged from Sandown Bay
and Owers’ Bank off the Isle of Wight,
with another 1.6 million tons to come.
It’s rough work, and the big dredger
Geopotes 14 (Geopotes 15 is in Hong
Kong) has needed periods of mainte-
nance. It’s now gone off to fulfill an-
other commitment, but should be back
in a few weeks o fill in the big gap in
the new beach at the bottom of Brew-
ers’ Hill. In the meantime a smaller
replacement dredger, the Sliedrecht
(named after the world’s “dredging
capital” in Holland) has been moored
off Fisherman’s Beach at Hythe, and
the fishing boats will have to work
around the thousands of tons of peb-

bles coming ashore which should soon
make their life easier

Users of the new beach will be relieved
to know that Fellow International, a
group of ex-army bomb disposal engi-
neers, have surveyed the new beach in
five-square metre grids to a depth of
fourteen feet to check for wartime
bombs. shells and other debris They
found a lot of six-inch nails, but little
else. To check their work, Ham man-
agers painted a one penny-piece white
for identification purposes, threw it on
the beach, and challenged the bomb
disposal men to find it. In due course
they returned it triumphantly to the
Hanm site office at Seabrook.

*0e

that when he came to Sandgate in
1959 there were 5 grocers, 5 green-
grocers, 2 fishmongers, 2 chemists
and 2 butchers. The antique dealers,
he says, did not edge out other busi-
nesses, they just took over the shops as
they fell vacant

One of the latter is the Sandgate Kebab
Restaurant, closed for some weeks
now. It will be missed by Shorncliffe
soldiers, who were frequent late-night
customers

The Shepway notices about the beach
nourishing are the latest victims of lo-
cal vandals

Damage to residents’ cars on the
Wilberforce Road car park has reached
unacceptable levels. It is now regular,
and includes setting fire to cars, and
deliberately crashing them into one
another. Residents forced to park there
because they have no room for garages
of their own deserve more protection
One theory is that the surveillance
cameras in Folkestone have driven the
vandals to places like Sandgate which
are not monitored.

Maybe we should try to persuade our
local police - who apparently know
who the vandals are and tend to say
there is not much they can do! - to at-
tend a Sandgate meeting to discuss
ways of combating the problem.

00




Dated ; b a7 LIERE,

with

THE SANDGATE VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGA

AGREEMRBNT

for service.

T. L. Kendrick,
Sandgate.




THIS AGRERMENT is made the lumelionlh day

of &¢ < One thousand nine hundred and twenty-eight

BETWERN THE SANDGATE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL (herein-

after called the CQouncil) of the one part FREDERICK GUY

CATHCART ST. CILAIR and CHARLES EDWARD CLOKE being respect-

ively the CHAIRMAN and SECRETARY and acting on behalf of

the COMMITTEE of the SANDGATE VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE
(hereinafter called the Brigade) of the other part_
WHEREA 8:-

The Council at a Meeting held on the Twelfth day of June
One thousand nine hundred and twenty-eight RESOLVED to
enter into an Agreement with the Brigade upon the terms

hereinafter mentioned

NG W BT PO B R B BY:

(1) The duties of the Brigade shall be deemed
commenced on the first day of October oOne thousand
nine hundred and twenty-seven L bR

(2) The duties of the Brigade shall be as follows:-

(a) To provide and maintain a sufficient and adequate
Fire Brigade and provide maintain and keep in order
a good and sufficient fire engine together with all
hoses ladders and mechanism relating thereto and

provide such equipment for the members of the




Brigade as is usual reasonable and necessary for the constitution of the Brigade

the proper execution of their duty to the satis- The Total fee to be paid by the Council to the Brigade

faction of the Council

shall be THIRTY-NINE POUNDS (£39.) per annum payable

T igade shall attend all outbreaks of fire : ; ) : :
The Briga S u as i 1ire in one sum in the month of March in every year the

within the Sandgate yrban District when called first of such payments to be made in the month of

upon promptly and expeditiously and shall use their March One thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine

best endeavours immediately to abate the same This Agreement shall be determinable by either party

PROVIDED ALWAYS that nothing herein contained shall

at their absolute discretion upon three months notice

1 ~ - o = 3 o 1 he 'L:w e o~ - °| e . o ~ e
prevent the Captain of the Brigade for the time in writing being given to expire on the Thirty-first

: SRS ey 2gsiatanc £ o1 R ics N - U
being requesting the assistance of other Brigades day of March in any year and such notice shall be duly

in the neighbourhood if he in his uncontrolled given by the Council to the Brigade if the same shall

discretion shall consider such assistance to be ad- be left or sent by registered post to. the Secretary

visable

for the time being at his private address or shall be

The Brigade shall be at liberty to go to the assis- duly given by the Brigade to the Council if the same

tance of other Brigades in the neighbourhood when shall be left or sent by registered post addressed to

requested

the Council or their Clerk for the time being at the

The Brigade shall attend such municipal functions Gounedl effices.

and participate in such processions as requested AS WITDNRSS the common Seal of the Sandgate yrban

by the Council

District Council and the hands of the said Frederick Guy

(3) All matters of routine discipline and expenditure shall cathcart St. clair and Charles Rdward Cloke

be dealt with by the said Committee as they in their THRE COMMON SEAL of The sandgate Urban)

discretion shall think fit subject to the approval of District Coungil was hereunto affixed

it . . 5 . ma t+eri ~ ] in :
the Council in respect of any material alteration in the presenge of:=-

L4

> ¢
W inend

Chairman.

(;Tf%;/tzl;;‘;4’ gIerk:
_______—-—'
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Dated T

THE SANDGATE URBAN DISTRICT COUNGIL

with

THE SANDGATE VOLUNTEER. FIRE BRIGADE

AGREEMENT

for service.

M Kenadxri cks,
Sandgate.




“ENCOMBE,” SANDGATE.

w BAZAAR =

FOR THE PURPOKE OF

B/ WS AR NS TN GRS e

SANDGATE LIBRARY & READING ROOM,

AND TO PROVIDE

Permanent Quarters for the New Fire Engine,

WILL BE HELD IN THE

12UBAUAT IR, GROUNDS @RS ENECONMB R
TUESDAY, JULY 3lsr, 1883.

iaattmwsacs 3

The COUNTESS STANHOPE, | The L‘\I)\ ] \[II ') IT! \NI\! Y,
Tha TADY PRIHAM Mhe LAD

LADY MONTGOMERY, L\I)‘Y HU“H
MRS. O'REILLY, MRS. LONSDALE.

Stallg for Tlowers, \VOHL, it mtm }Ott\,l W e

T'rom 8.30 to 5.30,

The Band of the Bedfoudshive Regiment,
(By kind permission of Col. HORNE aa;ie %{Hgar&a léléjleacr“zlmleadorsmp of Mr. BOEHMER, will play

QUADRILLE, - - Commerce,” - - Kuhner. | FinALE (18t \(.l) * Belisario,” - - Dondzette.
BELECTION, - “ La Mascotte,” - Auwdran. } PoLka, - IH hmmullm ' - (4 Delbruck.

LARINGD BUBTASE

VALBE, - g Ko Visioun d'Amour,"” @. § A. Delbruck FaNTABIA, - - Patienes,” - - Nullivan.,
Boxa, - - St Agmes’ Eve,” - Swllivan. | VALsk, - - ])u.uu I'ucos = - - Meisxlur,

Full Dress Parade of the Sandgate Volhh teer Fire Bugade —Flre Escape and Fire Engine Drill.

6.30 to 7.30. THE BAND.

PROURAMMK-—

’lurkmh Patrol,” - - Michaelis. | Gavor, - - “Round Oak," - Vi den Heweel.
llupp) Thoughts,” - - Prout. [ VaLsg, - Jeunesse Dored,” - Waldteus:l.

I{EFREBIIR{BI\T B‘Tl} L.

.THE GATES WILL BE OPEN AT 2 PM & CLOSE AT 8.30 P.M.
ADMISSION 1s.; after 8 oclock 6(1

** Visitors are requested to abstain from touching the growing shrubs w l !hnnn or otherwise dwnuging
the grounds.

ulACi- ulhmu WANDUATE AND FOLKESIUNE.




SANDGATE STUDY - An Informal District Plan - 1975
p.28 No.51 High Street, Sandgate Library Grade 11 A

" Built in 1883/4 Custom built as a dual fire station and reading room
Now Sandgate Library. Late ¢ 19. Two storeys applied timber-rraming
with pebble-dashed infill. Hipped tiled roof having left side square
bellcote surmounted by a fishscale tiled spire. lst floor has left side
Scottish baronial style bartizan with 5-light sash. Bana of machicolation
between ground and lst floors. The ground floor has a left side simple
doorcase and a right side entrance designed to accomodate fire engines.

Note Showing signs of apparent neglect. Requires redecoration....

Brief chrihology

1855 -- Sandgate Literary Institution founded

1859 -- Sandgate Fire Brigade sturted about this time

1877 -- Serious fire at Devonshire Terrade, brigade deemed inefficient

1882 -- Feb. Appeal for funds for efficient fire engine and sultable modern
appliances
Aug New Shand and Mason fire engine and new set of ladders arrives
in the village. Temporary quarters in coach house of Royal Kent Hotel

Oct Volunteer lire Brigade established. See Rules and Kegulations
Lord Pelham consents to he President

—- Great bazaar at Encombe for the purpose of 'Re-establishing the
Sandgate Library and Reading Koom and to provide rermanent Quarters
for the New Fire Engine’(See Handbill, July 1883)

-- June Volunteer Fire brigade parade through town, take possession
of new engine house 'supplied for their use through the muniricence
of the Misses Reilly of kncombe’ who provided th land . Building
designed by Mr Waddell, a local builder. iurther contributions from
the townsfolk needed.

Sept Sandgate Local Board of Health seek permission from

the
Trustees of the Literary Institution

to hold their monthly meetings
in the Reading Room (above the Fire Engine Room)z
regular venue.

Becomes their

1864 -- Nov 35 Volunteer Fire Brigade holds its inaugural dinner.

Wa‘x,‘.:,xn MP in tne Chair

1893 -- Following Sandgate Landslip disaster, the Misses thl;y agree to
build additional room (nowWhitbread's bottle store) at rear of
Engine Room for the use of the Board's surveyor. Rent E 10 p.d.

16897 -- Theodosia Reilly of 'Encombe' dies 2 Sept. leaving entire estate
to her sister Jane Hester (about B 29,000)

1903 -- Jan 9 Attorneys for the surviving Miss Reilly sell the building
and land running to Granville Parade, to Sandgate Urban District
Council for B 650. The UDC have obtained Whitehall's sanction to
a loan. Serves as Council Chamber till 1954

—— Feb 15 Jane Hester Reilly dies aged about 84 years. Kstate (about
§ 2262) left to her three nieces

—- Folkestone Borough Council takes over Sandgate Urban Distrcit
Council. Sandgate Branch Library opyened in the former Reading Room

—- Under Local Government Reorganisation Act of 1972, the property
is transferred to Kent County Council, responsible for Library
Services. Note Library area occupied less than one third of total
property

-- Sandgate Society become tenants-at-will in disused engine room,
at economic rent. Refurbish it as their headquarters

—-- Sandgate Branch Library moves to new premises on site of another
benefaction known as the James Morris dwellings.
Sandgate Society given notice to quit prior to Kent County Council;
intention to put this 'surplus building' up for sale by closed
tender to the highest bidder.

June Decision by group of residents and members of Sandgate Society
to send a deputation to kent County Council. County kstates Officer
gives Steering Committee one month in which to make an offer at
considered 'open market' price.

Shepway Solicitor advises steering committee to buy shelf company

but is forced to raise initial offer to b 18, 100 in line with
'rival bidder'.
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Linda René-Martin tells the
story of Sandgate’s historic
fire station and library.

andgate looks
to its heritage

antique clock shop stands one of
Sandgate’s listed buildings, dis-
tinctively Victorian in style.

Raising its fish-scale spire above the
rooftops, it forms the centrepiece of the
High Street and, as it were, the heart of
village life. Though the bell no longer
clangs in the bell-cote, the bright red
double doors proclaim it to be an old fire
station. A beautifully pine-panelled
library with an oriel window overlooking
the High Street occupies the floor above.
This dual-purpose building, a century old
in 1984, is thought to be unique.

Sandgate owes this practical scheme to
two charitable sisters, Theodosia and Jane
Hester Reilly of Encombe, who provided
the narrow strip of land running south
from the High Street, seaward to Gran-
ville Parade.

The design was entrusted to John
Waddell, a local builder who, with an eye
for elegant simplicity, sensed the require-
ments of a genteel, salubrious little
watering-place like Sandgate.

Built by public subscription and private
benefaction, this unusual edifice —
though worn and weather-beaten — is
unchanged in all respects but one. A sign
now hangs above the former engine room.
It denotes the headquarters of the Sand-
gate Society, the local amenity group that
came of age this year and which has done
so much to preserve the village character.

Sandgate’s first volunteer fire brigade
appears to have been founded in about
1859. But over the years it had become
sadly lax and deficient in buckets
(“borrowed” for pig-swill) and other vital
equipment. The local Board of Health,
despite various pleas, had no statutory
obligation to supply them.

In 1877, a serious fire on Devonshire
Terrace reminded the townsfolk how
vulnerable they were.

No one could at first find the key to the

etgine house and then something was in
the way and the engine could not be got

Flankcd by the Providence Inn and an

The old fire station and library, Sandgate.

The former engine room used by Sandgate
Volunteer Fire Brigade and later by the
Auxiliary Fire Service.

out, and when got out it was useless. But
for a change of wind the damage could
have been horrendous.

All sections of the community were
equally at risk and the situation was fairly
desperate. The deputy clerk suggested
that the local board take the matter in
hand themselves.

In February 1882 an appeal was launch-
ed to provide the town with efficient fire
fighting apparatus. Lord and Lady Pel-
ham headed the appeal, James Morris (a
governor of the Bank of England) offered
£50 and a further £150 was sought from
the residents.




75 KENT LIFE OCTOBER 1983

By August, a brand new Shand and
Mason fire engine, equipped with a new
set of ladders, made its appearance. Amid
cheers, the horses drew it through the
town to temporary quarters in the coach
house of the (now demolished) Royal
Kent Hotel.

By June 1884, the new engine house
with raised tile floor, the same we see
today, was ready. With suitable fanfare,
the brigade took possession and the first of
many annual, sumptious suppers marked
the great occasion.

With all that modern equipment at the
brigade’s disposal, how alert were they
really?

During a test week in September 1884
their president, Lord Pelham, summoned
them without warning. Within three
minutes the men had assembled, in seven
minutes the horses were harnessed, and in
hree minutes more the brigade was in the
grounds of Enbrook House (where Saga
Holidays now has its HQ). It was enough
to restore confidence.

Upstairs, the gracious new library and
reading room, opened on June 25, 1884,
was continuing a long tradition.

From the end of the 18th century every
self-respecting watering-place offered a
reading room/library reflecting the needs
of an increasingly literate and travel-
minded public.

It was maintained by the Sandgate
Literary Institution (founded 1855).
Renamed Sandgate Library Institution in
1892, it “afforded the means of mental
culture to many of its younger members,
daily enjoyment to the elder, and from
time to time, by lectures and entertain-
ments, instruction and amusement to
all.” James Morris and Baron Meyer de
Rothschild, MP, among others, were

| donors.

By permission of the Trustees, the
Sandgate local Board of Health claimed

' the reading room for their monthly-

meetings.

Along with other notable buildings,
Sandgate’s new fire station and library
ook its special place in village life. It was

| an object of civic pride in an age of social
benefaction and scientific progress.

Fortunately, the Sandgate landslip dis-
aster of 1893 left the building unharmed,

| 2nd the managers of the Institution gave
emporary use of the reading room to Mr
Walton, the Board’s overworked
surveyor. The Reilly sisters then came to
| the rescue, agreeing to build an extension
10 the rear of the engine room (now a
| bottle store).

The unfailing Reilly beneficience, how-
ever, was soon to end. Theodosia, “who

| always exerted her great influence for

Sandgate branch library, formerly a reading
room and library in trusteeship of Sandgate
Literary Institution.

good,” died in September 1897 leaving
her entire estate, no less than £29,900 to
her sister Jane Hester, who was to die in
February 1904 possessed of a mere tenth
that sum.

In the interim, it appears that Emily
Reilly and Matilda Bell, two of her three
nieces (the third being Winifred Countess
of Arran) had obtained power of attorney.

In 1903, for the sum of £650 the land
and premises were conveyed to the Sand-
gate Urban District Council. The Library
then became the council chamber,
reverting in 1934 to its former use.

"The purchase price fell, naturally, upon
the Sandgate residents. But over the next
80 years, alas, control of the building
became more and more remote through
changes in local government.

Nobody quite remembers when the fire
station ceased service. During the Second
World War, the Auxiliary Fire Service
manned it and sped to the aid of Canter-
bury during the savage blitz.

For a while the engine room led a dis-
creet life as a bailiff’s depot for seized
goods. Then for 10 years or so it stood
empty.

In 1976 the Sandgate Society was per-
mitted to rent and refurbish the old
engine room as its headquarters. Thanks
to the Society’s vigilance, the original fire-
bell is now in their safe-keeping.

The Society’s tenancy-at-will, however,
was cut short. In 1982, upon removal of
the upstairs branch library to new pre-
mises on the site of the former James
Morris dwellings (another Sandgate bene-
faction), the Kent County Council gave
the Society notice to quit prior to dispos-
ing of this “surplus building” by closed
tender.

Feelings ran high. A steering commit-
tee was formed, followed by a deputation
to the County Council, who then agreed
to consider offers from interested parties.

The Sandgate Heritage Trust Ltd, a
charitable body specially set up,
succeeded in acquiring this historic little
building, at an open market price.

The formation of the Sandgate Heritage
Trust is a bold and welcome step in the
life of the community. It means that this
key building in Sandgate’s conservation
area can take on a new lease of life, as a
permanent home for the Sandgate
Society, as a local history centre and for
many other social purposes.

All that is needed now, are the funds to
restore and maintain it, and the dedication
that has contributed to the success of
similar projects throughout the UK.
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACTS.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING GENERAL DEVELOPMENT ORDERS, 1973 to 1974 :
co (M Sosfed

Notification of Grant of permission to Develop Land 2
26 JANYS

The Sandgate Society,

c/o Messrs. Cheney & Thorpe, ARIBA.,
IS heatresStreet s

Hythe,

Kent.

TAKE NOTICE that The SHEPWAY DISTRICT COUNCIL, the district
planning authority under the Town and Country Planning Acts, HAS GRANTED PERMISSION for
development of land situate at 51, Sandgate High Street, Folkestone ----

and being  use of ground floor as an Amenity Society Headquarters and meeting room ---

referred to in your application for permission for development dated the

Tenth day of
December, 1976,

SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS SPECIFIED hereunder:--

(1) The development to which this permission relates must be begun not later than the expiration of five
years beginning with the date on which this permission is granted.
(ii)

The premises shall be used for the purposes of an Amenity Society Head-
quarters and meeting room only by the applicants and for no other purpose.

and that the grounds for the imposition of such conditions are:

(i) In pursuance of Section 41 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971.
(ii) In oFder_that any proposal for any other use may be the subject of an
application which the District Planning Authority would wish to consider
on its merits.

’ RS
Dated this A~ day of January,
Address Civic CTentre,

Folkestone.

(Signed) ......c...... > —.-" n.m_vﬁ)

Controller of Technical and Planning
Your attention is drawn to the notes overleat. Services




This permission s confined 1o permission under the Town and Country Planning Acts, and the Town and Country
Planning General Development Order, 1973 and does not obviate the necessity of compliance with any other
cnactment, bye-law, or other provision whatsoever or of obtaining from the appropriate authority or authorities
any permission, consent, approval or authorsation wlich may be requisite

NOTIFICATION TO APPLICANT

(1) 1 the appheant is aggrieved by the decision of the distnict planning authority to refuse pernission or approval for the
proposed development, or 1o grant permission or approval subject 1o conditions, he may appeal 1o the Secretary of State
for the Environment in accordance with section 36 ot the Town and Countiy Planming Act 1971 within sia months of
receipt ol this notice. (Appeals must be made on a form which is obtainable trom the Department of the Environment
Becket House, Lambeth Palace Road, London, .

The Secretary of State has power to allow a langer penod for the
giving ol a notice of appeal but he will not notmally be prepared to excreise this power unless there are special circumstances
which excuse the delay in giving notice of appeal. The Secretary of State is not required to entertiin an appeal if it appears
to Jum that permission for the proposed development could not have been granted by the district planning authority, or
could not have been so granted otherwise than subject to the conditions imposed by them, having revard to the statutory
requirements fa). to the provisions ot the development order, and to any directions given under the order. He does not
in practice refuse to entertain appeals solely because the decisron of the district planning authority was based on a direction
riven by him

(2) I pernission o develop land s refused or granted subject o conditions, whether by the district planning authority
or by the Secretary of State for the I'nvironment and the owner of the land claims that the land has become incapable of
reasonably beneficial use in its existing state and cannot he rendered capable of reasonably beneticial use by the carrying
out of any development which hus been or would be permitted he may serve on the Council ol the district in which the
land is situated a purchase notice requiring that Council to purchase his interest in the land i accordance with the
provisions of Part IX of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971

(3) In certain circumstances, o claim may be made apainst the distiet planning authority for compensation, where
perinission is retused or granted subject to conditions by the Secretury of State on appeal or on a reference of the
application to hinm. The circumstances in which such compensation is payable are set out in section 169 of the Town and
Country Plunning Act 1971

(i) The statutory reguirementy are those set out in section 36671 ot the Town and Country Plannme Act 1971, namely
sections 29(1), 30(1). 67 and 74 o1 the Act




Built 1n 1883%/4 Custom built as a dual fire station cond reading room
Now Sandgate Library. Late 19 c. Two storeys avplied timber-framing with
peoole-dashed inrill. Hipped tiled roof having left side square bellcote
surmounted by a fishscale tiled spire. Lst tloor has left side Scottish
baronial style bartizan with 3-light sash. sand of machicolztion between
ground ahd 1st floors. The ground floor has a left side simple doorcase
and a right side entrance designed to accomodate fire e

Note Showing signs of apparent neglect. Requires redecorati

Brief Chronology

1855 -- Sandgate WORKING MuN'S LISR'RY & READING INSTILUTION founded,
later known as SANDGATE LITERARY INSTITUTION

1859 Sandgate FIR: 3RIGADE started about this time

1877 Serious fire a% Devonshire Terrace, brigade deemed inefficient

1882 Feb: Appeal for funds for efficient fire engine and suitable moder
appliances. Aug: New Shand and Mason fire engine 2nd new set of
ladders arrives in village. Temporzry gquarters in coach ho of
Royal Kent Hotel. Qct: VOLUNTZER FIRE 3RIGADE established. 3ee
Rules and Regulations. Lord Felham consents to be President

GREAT BAZAAR at Zncombe for the purpose of 'Re-establishing the
Sandgate Library and Reading Room and to provide Permanent 4uart
for the new Fire Engine' (see Handbill July 1&83)

June:Volunteer Fire Arigade parades through town, takes possessior
of new engine house 'supplied for their use through the munificenc
of the fisses Reily of Encombe' who provided the land. Building

designed by Mr Waddell, a local ouilder. Further contribution from
the townsfolk needed. June 25: LIZRARY AND RLADING ROOM opened

Sept: SANDGATE LOCAL BOARD OF HE.LTH seek permission from the Tru
of the Literary Institution to hold their monthly meetings in the
Reading Room (above fire engine room). Becomes *hnlr regular venue

Nov: 3 Inau;urél dinner of
in the chalr

Volunteer Fire de. Sir & Watkin

Sandgate ulterarj Institution becomes bAnJunLu LIBR~RY INSTITUTION

Following aandzate Landslip disaster, the Yisses Reilly agree to
build additional room (now nnlyvread' bottle store) at rear of
Engine Room for use of the 3oard's surveyor. Rent 3 10 pa.

Theodosia Reilly of 'Encombe' dies 2 S8spt, leaving entire essate
her sister Jane Hester (about & 29,000)

Jan 9: Attorneys for the surviving ifiss Rei

land running to Granville Parade, to SANDI

for B 650. The UDC have obtained Whitehall's sancti
Serves as COUNCIL CHA!'BER till 1934

Feb 15 Jane Hester Reill y dies aged about 84 years. Estate (about
B 2262) left to her three nieces

Folkestone 3Borough Council takes over 32 T District Coun
SANDGATE BRANCH LIBRARY opened in the g Roum Library
Under Local vovernment Re-organisZation ic 1972,

is transferred to KiNT COUNTY COUNCIL, ) ible for

Note Library area occupied less than i f total

1976 -~ SANDGATE SUCISTY become tenants-at-will i 115uaﬂa engine room
refuroish it as their headquarters

1982 -- July: SANDGAT: SRANCH LISRARY moves to premises on site of
another Szndgate benefaction known as James Morris awellings.
Sandgate Society given notice to guit r to Kent County Counc
intention to put this 'surplus bulla;ng' 1T r sale oy closed
tender to the highest bvidder.

June: Decision

Society to send a der

Officer agr
1511ered.

THERING COLL I is to bt ady Tormea cou
yet trading) as vehicle %o iuire the propn o SUCIALY
offers L 15,3500 and suoseq ¥y re > ial offer
E 18,100 to compete with another bidder.
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1984

Saturday 16 June 8-11pm

CANDLE-LIGHT SUPPER

in the old Sandgate Library
with 'Audrey, Richard and friends' in

an interlude of song and verse

* % k ¥ X X

Supper (incl. wine) £8.50 - cheques to
Sandgate Heritage Trust Ltd in aid of Restoration

Please reserve early (35 places only) to:
Mrs. L. Rene-Martin, Coast Cottage,
149 Sandgate High Street. (30360)




Report of the Steering Committee to Sandgate Society, 10 November 1982

FUTURE OF THE OLD FIRE STATION

A subject uppermost in many minds is the Old Fire Station. This Listed building
has always meant a lot to Sandgate people =- in particular to members and
visitors of the Sandgate Society who, until recently, made good use of the
formerly disused engine room. Like a good omen the Sandgate Society sign

still hangs outside.

Of course you are impatient to know how plans to acquire the Fire Station
and plans for its future are progressing. But anyone who has ever had to
purchase a house or flat and do it over, will know how long these matters take.

Memories are short. However, it is only 4 months since the Sandgate Society
called an Extraordinary General Meeting. About 40 people were present and all
were keen that the building should be preserved for Sandgate use. At the
sugzestion of two local councillors who were also present, it was decided to
send a deputation to Kent County Council who were literally on the verge of
putting this 'surplus building' up for sale by closed tender to the highest
bidder. The rest of the story is known to you. A Steering Committee was set
up, and a Company -- Socialview Ltd -- was purchased at very short notice to
negotiate for the building. The time was 'NOW or NEVER'.

It is only two months since the Lands Use Committee of Kent County Council

x
met (on 10 September) and accepted our offer -- and that of Whitbreads for the

rear bottle store in which they had a special interest.

The legal formalities are now in the hands of Mr Arthur Gadd, a solicitor
well-known to older members of the Sandgate Society from the days he stayed in
Sandgate and did much to help the Society. Now, our most urgent need is to
obtain permission to form a separate charitable body -- to be known as the
SANDGATE HERITAGE TRUST. At this point, and only at this point, can we launch
a widespread appeal for funds for, under charitable status, gifts and covenants
will then be worth a good deal more. ALL THIS TAKES TIME.

Looking into the future, the Steering Committee foresees the setting up
of a Heritage Centre, like many in towns and villages throughout the country.
Within the framework of this centre there would be a permanent home for the
Sandgate Society. The very charming upstairs Reading Room, the hub of social
life in Victorian times, could be a Local History Room and provide a comfortable
area for Group Meetings, and activities of a social and educational nature.

All ideas welcome!
The Steering Committee will try to answer any questions put to them

in writing.

*PRICE Following legal advice, we understand that we should not disclose
the purchase price until Contractghavebeen exchanged.
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Society attacks indefinite
closure of flooded library

A PRESERVATION society has lashed
out at officials over the ‘indefinite clo-
sure’ of a library.

After the recent downpour,
Sandgate High Street was left water
logged, once again, and the library
severely damaged.

Now The Sandgate Society commit-
tee has had enough and has decided to
make a ‘vigorous’ protest at the grad-
pal decline of the library, which has
been flooded three times in the last
month,

.£820 inc VAT
.£1350 inc VAT
£1700 inc VAT

bd, Pilkington glass,
| dles, conservatories,

- a free quote for your
bry, base work, brick

rt to finish at very
betitive prices.

chairman Reginald
Turnill claims he wrote to Kent County
Council (KCC) a-few years ago, com-

| plaining at the ‘steady run-down’ of
th

He said: “Since then, its usefulness
has been steadily eroded by the reduc-
tion in size and number of the book-
cases and consequently the selection of
books available to its users.”

Mr Turnill has been dismayed at the
‘near-abolition’ of useful and current
reference books and claims he was
assured by the council that these
moves ‘were not a precursor to finding
an excuse to shut this library com-
pletely’. Outraged Mr Turnill said:
“The penetration of recent flood
waters into a new building, standing
on sloping ground, which should have
made drainage simple, has been
caused by faulty design.

“The KCC architect or surveyors
and the builders should surely be held
responsible for designing the entrance
in such a way that flood water is car-
ried into it, quickly silting up the inad-

Fuld Honata: 3 Jq a7

equate gutters. Nothing has been done
to correct this, despite earlier flood
warnings. Now it seems to us that
clearing out the whole library is a pre-
cursor to depriving Sandgate, perma-
nently, of this important facility.”

The committee has demanded an
improved stock of books, as soon as the
flood damage has been cleaned up,
with a ticketing system integrated with
the Folkestone, Hythe and Cheriton
libraries.

Mr Turnill added: “Parents regard
the children’s section as particularly
important in providing them with an
early introduction to the world of
books. The half-hour visit of a mobile
library from Spm to 5.30pm, once a
week, in an obscure car park, is of no
practical use to adults or children

However, the KCC has insisted that
all the books were rescued from the
flood and is taking advice on the
library building. Discussions are
underway with Shepway District
Council, which owns the building.

A KCC spokesman said: “This is
very regrettable but we are currently
investigating all the options for the
retention of Sandgate Library.

“It is also a wider problem than sim-
ply water flooding through the door —
there are also leaks in the roof of the
building, which have caused problems
in the past.”

Any residents experiencing difficul-
ties in returning books have been
asked to call Folkestone Library on
(01303) 850123 and fines on late books
will not be charged.




School is
in Ofsted

[ Report by John Mitchell

TEACHING standards at Selsted Primary
School have been praised in an official report.

I tion

Inspectors from Ofsted, the Office for Standards in
Education, said all lessons examined were satisf: y
or above — well ahead of county and national aver-
ages.

Their report on the Church of England school, estab-
lished in 1871 for children of Swingfield, Wootton and
Denton, also commended work with special needs
pupils.

They congratulated staff for the pupils’ spiritual,

ESSsON ey moral and social development, assemblies, RE work
[SER TO NATURAL VISION and maintenance of strong links with the local commu-
nity.

. RE Three inspectors visited the school in March and met
OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS pupils, parents, staff and governors.
BROADSTAIRS BIRCHINGTON The school has 71 pupils with two full-time and three

Tel.: 01843-864366 Tel.: 01843-846016 part;time ‘“Chm o

SARATES CONTAGS tixsts

the effective by
= head teacher Graham Truss, the commitment of all lhe

| conscientious staff and the close liaison with the gov-
g' emors.

=¥ e The report said: “Mr Truss has a clear view of the
future educational direction of the school.”

Two areas of the curriculum, design technology and
information technology, were identified by the inspec-
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“ENCOMBE,’” SANDGATE.

€ BAZAAR =

FOK THE PURIONX OF

RE-ESTABLISHING THE

SANDGATE LIBRARY & RE&BING ROOM,

AND TO PEOYION

Permanent Quarters for the New Fire Engine,

WILL W& HELD 1N THE

BEAUTIFUL GROUNDS OF “ENCOMBE,
TUESDAY JULY 31sT, 1883.

mltrumum
The COUNTESS STANHOPE The LADY EMILY ITANKEY,

The LADY PELH The LADY RATIIARINE l-l‘UF'Tl‘r\CH
LADY \JL)NT(.-O\IE.R‘I LADY HUNT,
MRS. O'REILLY, MRS, LONSDALE.

Stallg for Flowers, Work, Paintings, Pottery, &<
T'rom 3.30 to 5.30, i
The Band of the Bedfoydshive Regiment,
(By kind permission of Col. HORNE and OfMoors,) unclor I.ho l.-dnrlhlp of Mr. DOEIIMER, will play

the following Holootio
Qvunn_m., .. s Commeres,” - - 2 hxu.x(l-l Act, o v liliarion o Do
.,

“ La Muscotte,” . | Pouxa,
* Visions " Amour,” 0. § A Dollrwck | Fawrauia, -
“ St Agmed' Eve, - Sulliwaw. | Vatar,

Full Dress Parade of the Sandgate Volunteer Fire Bugade —Flre Escape and Fire Engme Drill.
6.30 to 7.30. THE BAND.

"1\Ar\uuh Patrol.” - u.(xm:':"].TTm. . - v Round Onk,” < View dlew Howl.

* Huppy Thoughts,” - Prowt. | VA, - anw Dored,” - Waldleup:.

RBYRBBIIR!B T 8‘1 4\! L.

.THE GATES WILL BE OPEN AT 2 P.M., & CLOSE A’X‘ 8.30 P.M.
ADMISSION 1s.; after 8 o'clock, 6d.

* Visitors are rquested ta abstain from touching the growing i aiel lawers or otharise du
the grounds.

ATACK, PKIN RN, SAKIWATE ANK P ALATIAL

Old Handbill (reduced) - HOW IT ALL BEGAN




BANDGATE VOLUNTEELR FIRE BRIGADE.

CENTENARY SUPPER

16 June 1984

8.00 pm - Sherry in the Old Engine Room
8.30 pm - Supper in the Old Library

GRACE

Watercress Soup
Cold Salmon with Salad
Cheese
Sandgate Delights
Vin d'Alsace

The Loyal Toast

Toast to our new Deputy Town Mayor
and local Councillor - Eric Hamer

Toast to the Centenary

Chairman's Welcome

Guest of Honour - Peter Fynmore

Audrey, Richard, Roger and Friends
in an interlude of Song and Verse, with
a tribute to our late patron
Sir John Betjeman




A FEW FACTS

At the request of the Sandgate Society,
the Sandgate Heritage Trust Ltd., was
formed to purchase the Old Fire Station-
Library which had become surplus to the
needs of the Kent County Council in 1982.
The purchase was made possible mainly
through the generosity of members of the
Sandgate Society and a grant of £250 from
the Folkestone Charter Trustees.

FUNDS for RESTORATION

About £10,000 for structural repairs alone
are urgently needed. Statutory grants
from KCC and Shepway DC will amount to
approximately 20% on completion.
Support has been received from the
following bodies: Kent Voluntary Services
Initiatives Fund, the Lesley-David Trust,
The Manifold Trust, Folkestone Mayoress's
Banquet share of proceeds, The Pilgrim
Trust, ICI (Dulux) and Chubb Fire
Equipment.

The Sandgate Heritage Trust is a registered
charity. The building has been designated
of County-wide importance.

Donations to -
Arthur Ruderman, Hon. Treasurer,
51 High Street, Sandgate, Kent, CT20 3AH




CENTENARY OF THE OLD FIRE STATION & READING ROOM

The Centenary of the Old Fire Station and Reading Room was
celebrated by a week of successful and enjoyable events organised by
a special committee under the Chairmanship of Dr. Heather Richardson.

The festivities began with a Candlelight Supper on 16th June in
the panelled library which had served from 1904 for 30 years as
Sandgate's Council Chamber. Guest of honour Peter Fynmore, whose
grandfather Lt.Col. R. J. Fynmore was 13 times Chairman of the Sandgate
Local Board of Health and then the Urban District Council (until 1905)
recalled the old days. Wearing the original chain of office, our
newly-elected Deputy Town Mayor and local councillor Eric Hamer and
Mrs. Hamer honoured us with their presence and completed the link with
the past This convivial evening ended with some rousing entertainment
from members of the FHODS. Warm thanks to them, to voluntary helpers
Celia Stringer and George Austin, and to all who gave donations,
provisions and flowers.

The Thanksgiving Service at St. Paul's Church on the following
day was conducted by the Rev. E.D. Schofield and was attended by
representatives of local organisations and by members of the British
Legion, Scouts, Guides, Children's Workshop and local schools, who all
joined in a parade led by the band of the Folkestone Air Training Corps.

Further events included entertainment by the Nicholson Pipe Band
on Granville Parade and an open evening with the Sea Cadets of
T.S. Invicta and demonstrations by the Ship's Company. A well—
attended Disco was held in the Chichester Hall.

The final Saturday was packed with activity. In the morning
the A.T.C. Band played in Granville Road West and on Military Green.
Two fire engines took up positions on the forecourt of Riviera Court
by kind permission of the residents, a modern Turntable Ladder and an
old open Fire Tender of 1939 vintage which were swarmed over by the
children of Sandgate. Folkestone Regatta attracted the usual crowds
and a demonstration by the Sandgate Windsurfing Club was aided by the
high wind which had blown up after a calm morning.

The day finished with a most enjoyable Centenary Supper in an
attractively decorated Chichester Hall organised by Mr. Roger Joyce
and helped by members of the Children's Workshop.

An exhibition of firefighting memorabilia on loan from the
Kent Fire Brigade Museum was staged throughout the week and will be
in the branch library from 25th June.

LOLA LACHLAN MEMORTIAL COMPETITION

The prizegiving for those successful in this competition took
place on 23 June in the 0ld Reading Room, which was full to overflowing
with competitors, parents and friends. Prizes were presented by
Mrs. Greenwall, the winners being:-

Essays (Seniors) Joint lst prize ... Victoria Beer, Myles Bowker,
Wendy Petts.
Special Judges' prize ... Joseph Bleach.

Art (Juniors) First prize ... Andrew Armitage
Joint special second prize ... Daniel File, Simon Bowker.
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APPEAL LAUNCH: Sandgate Society members, together with the Earl
of Guildford and his wife, and Councillor Claude Poll.

Chairman of the.Sand

A CAMPAIGN has been launched to raise
thousands of pounds for repairs and im-
provements to Sandgate's Old Fire Station.
The former voluntary fire station and
reading room now belongs to the people of
Sandgate.
It has been bought by a charity, the Sand-

gate Heritage Trust, from Xent County
Council for £18,100.

Conservation watchdog the Sandgate
Society set up a small steering group to
raise money for the purchase.

And guests invited to the launch of a fund-

raising campaign last Wednesday were told

Society Mr- Dennis V¢
said he is particularly ple
that the society has |
guaranteed a  perma:
headquarters.

Mrs Rene-Martin hoped

| younger people of Sand
would help to keep the b
ing going.

It is hoped to make
social centre for activitie
the area.

And apart from mo
physical help to smarter
the place and advice on

that response to the building
¥ buying campaign was magni-
ficent.

Mrs Linda Rene-Martin, a
member of the Sandgate
Heritage Trust, said: “Sand-
gate is an extraordinary lit-
tle place when faced with a
crisis.” s 5

When the county council nmgd)tsgoulqd also be
decided to put the station up co;rlxe 2 © Gy 3
for sale there were fears that thin art]oyox!]\eel e
it would fall into the hands hnd%nark mp psrsselxl'ée
of a private developer. t‘act ihe truste"gt Ol
But there was a surge of pas- th Rud: LCaSUIE
sion in residents. aur uderman, S

Many of the society's mem- Y2V l’or;r‘ner Chief Execu
bers made generous gifts of || ar of the trust, 51 Sand
money. High Street, Sandgate.

Dr Alan Fisk, the trust's
secretary, said the charity
had little left in the kitty.

Some money will be made
when tax is given back on
covenants and rent comes in
from the Sandgate Society
which is using the engine
room.

The appeal to find at least
£11,600 for structural repairs
and another £12,400 for im-
provements is long term.

At the launch, support was
given by one of the trust’s
distinguished  patrons, the
Earl of Guildford, a fire
engine enthusiast {

He owns an old 1965 K2
engine which he uses on his
farm.

Tocal dignitaries including
the Chairman of Shepway
District Council, Councillor
Claude Poll, and district
o1 3 also at the

AT A time when the motto seems to be Big is
Best it is refreshing to see something is being
done to preserve village life.

In Sandgate, villagers have not been con-
tent with just making loud noises about the
fate of the old Fire Station, they have got to-
gether to do something about it.

Guided by the Sandgate Society, who have
formed the Sandgate Heritage Trust, they have
raised the money to buy the neglected build-
ing.

Now they hope to use it as the Society’s
headquarters and also provide a history room.

Money is urgently needed to carry out the
repair work. Villagers have got this far and
deserve support for their campaign. In a world
of change it is vital to preserve little pieces of
our history.

—
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A PASSIONATE fight is on to save one of
Sandgate's cherished landmarks falling into
| "allen” hands.

Conservation watchdog

The Sandgate Society is to be

| thrown out of its Old Pire Station headquarters at the end
i of the month, because it is up for sale,

But at a special meeting
Inst Wednesday night its
members decided they are nbt
going to take the order to

| quit lying down.

The society is to pull out
8ll stops in an attempt to
save the listed High Street
bullding ‘“for the people of
Sandgate.”

It is part of the areas
heritage and musb not be
s0ld to an outdider who may
change the  historieal  values
of the building, they said.

Kent County Council is
putting the Qld Firé Statjon
up for sale by tender because
it no Jonger needs it as
Bandgate's library.

A new one has been bullt

| on the James Morris Site, in
{ the High' Street. "

The soclety has leased part

| of the Old Fire Station as a

Hornsby, said the

museum and headquarters
since 1876, But now it has
been told to get out by Mon-
day, June 28. 1
Vicechairman, Miss Mollfe
group
doesn't want to let it disap-
pear from the community's

grasp.
Although the soclety does
not have the funds to buy

| the bullding-committee mem-

bers have been trying to find
out how much the county
councll wants. But ECC re-
fuses to give a figure, because
under tender the bullding
vd_u go to the highest bidder.

Mrs Linda Rene-Martin of
Coast Cotlage, Sandgate High
Street, said if the suthority
had “any spark of humanity
left" it would conserve the
buildin2 as a centre for vil-
lage lif|

secretary Mrs Mari-
on Lachlan said last year the
county council said it was
willlng to discuss terms for
the sale of the property to
the brewery or the society.

But a few months later
the county ‘“changed its
mind” and put the building
up for tender, Mrs Lachlan
said.

The meeting decided to
send a delegation to County
Hall, Maidstone, to stop
tender forms being sent and
start up negotiations before
it is too late.

District Councillor Mr
David Pratt, proposed that
the society asks local County
Councillor Wilf Lawrence to
arrange a meeting.

“What we are really look-
ing for is & bit of old-fash-
loncq‘ humanity,” Mr Joyce
said.

The only ammunition the
soclety has is its “emotional
and moral” objections to the

property being sold by ten- :

der.

“We are almost having to
say, ‘can some public-minded
benefactor come forward and
buy it for the people'?”

-must_quit headquarters

S

’Y ‘ F\;HQ{E{’CV‘L HL(“«).(/t

Gil Gosling

2500 57

Group ready
to go home..

A CONSERVATION group
will be back in its old home
by Esster.

Las: year the Bendgate Soc-
lety was evicted from the Old
Fire 8Station because Kent
County Council wanted to sell
the bullding in the High
Btreet.

Now & deal has been fixed
for the society to move back
in rent free s caretakers un-
til enother chi buys the
siation for residents.

The soclety is guaranteed a
permanent home on the
ground floor and the former
library on the first floor will
be mede into & historv room.

The bottle store at the back
will continue to be used by
the Providence Inn next door.

At its annual meeting mem-

bers heard the spedai com-

Elbusfcm Here$d
lg. 3,83

mittee set up to look at buy-
ing the property had bought
an “off the peg” company
called Socislview.

As soon as the Chsrity
Commissioners egree to it
getting charitable status the
name will be changed to the
Sandgate Heritage Trus: and
it will buy the station.

The four compeny direc-
tors are all society members,
the chairman Mr Dennis Vor-
ley, secretery Mrs Marion
Lachlan, Dr Alen Fisk and
Mrs Linda Rene-Marsin,

They have enlisied the
help of famous people such
85 Bir John Betjeman, the
poet laureate, 8s 8 petron to
belp with fund raising.

Dr Fisk told the meeting
that it would have been im-
possible for the society to buy
the bullding because it is not
in its aims snd objectives.

The new company is being
carefully studied by the Char-
fty Commissioners, said Dr
Fisk.

" We believe #t has
fliched from ¢he pe(r,:l:»?;
Bandgate and we ere having
to re-acquire 4t because it
would cost far more to prove
that legally than to buy It
he sad. Ly

Meanwhile the Sang,
Boclety will peed volu::tg:‘r:
to men the station when #t
Te-opens at Easter,




THE
SANDGATE
SOCIETY

Affiliated to :(—
Kent Federation of Amenity Societies
Committee for the Preservation of Rural Kent
The Civic Trust

Hon. Treasurer

Hon. Secretary




Society
wins
temporary
reprieve

A STAY of execution has
been granted to the Sand-
gate Society which was due
to be thrown out of its head-
quarters on Monday.

After a meeting with
Kent County Council mem-
bers the. conservation society
has bcen told it can stay at
the Old Fire Station in a
caretaking capacity for the
present.

This leaves more time for
negotiation. At County Hall
on Monday a deputation
from the society was pre-
sented to Councillor Captain
Wilf Lawrence, chairman of
the county council’'s Country-
side and Local Amenities
Committee, by Shepway dis-
trict  councillor Mr Eric
Hamer,

The county council wants
to sell the Old Fire Station
because it is no longer needed
as Sandgate's library. A new
one has been built in the
High Street.

The society has leased part
of the old station as a
museum and headquarters
since 1976,

REURERETEAISITIR




OVER 57,000 GUARANTEED FREE CIRCULATION EVERY WEEK

EXTRA COPIES 5p

Heritage centre bid

MEMBERS of Folkestone’s
Sandgate Society have
pledged cash-aid in a bid to
save their historical
accommodation (left).

For several years, the
group has been meeting at
the OId Fire Station in the
High Street, sharing the pre-
mises with the local library.

Now the property is to be
offered for sale and the soci-
ety has been told to quit the
premises.

But members have come
forward with cash-free loans
in the hope they will be able
to buy the property — own-
ed by the county counci

anduscitasahcritagc_ccntre
for the area.

At a meeting of Shepway
District Council’s Finance
and General Purposes sub-
committee, last week, mem-
bers decided to defer any
decision on council aid for
the society, pending further
negotiation:

Cabbie is

beaten up

and
robbed

Wednnsday,Julyzath,wsz)
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granted

ST. Margaret’s Bay pension-




KENT COUNTY COUNCIL

SANDGATE LIBRARY

To be opened by
Councillor CW. Poll, Chairman.,

Shepway District Council,

on Thursday 2219 July, 1982

KENT COUNTY LIBRARY




THE BUILDING

The replacement Sandgate Branch Library is situated
on the ground floor of a small three storey housing
development, near the junction between the Sandgate
High Street and Castle Road.

The accommodation includes an adult and children's
lending library of 191 square metres with shelving
for 7,000 books. There are also illuminated cases
for exhibitions and displays. A separate staff and
work room is also provided, together with the
necessary toilet accommodation.

The design of the library scheme was undertaken in
the Shepway District Council's Architect's Depart-
ment, in liaison with the County Architect's
Department. Work was commenced on the complete
development in October 1981 by Jenner Contractors
Ltd., and the library was handed over to the Kent
County Council in April 1982.

County Architect D.F. Clayton,
Dip.Arch.RIBA DIP.TP.

Shepway Project Architect B. Lyell
Liaison Architect N.M. Gibson

Contractors Jenner Contractors Ltd.
(Folkestone)




G ERSERVIEE

Sandgate's first public library operated from Chichester
Hall until 1934 when the Folkestone Corporation became
responsible for the service. In August of that year the
library moved to the Council Chamber of the former Sand-
gate Urban District Council. At that time it was open
to the public for five hours during each week and pro-
vided a stock of 1,100 books. Two years later the hours
were extended to over twenty hours each week.

By 1982 the shelf stock of the old library had risen to
2,800 books. Borrowers however, had to climb a steep
flight of stairs in order to make use of the library
service.

The new Sandgate Library, so much more accessible to the
public, will house its stock in spacious surroundings.
The library, in James Morris Court, enjoys good display
areas and has attractive free-standing and wall-fixed
wooden shelving units. It has ease of access from the
street level, and has the advantage of adequate space in
which to consult, browse among, and borrow books.

The library holds some 7,000 volumes which have been
selected to cater for all ages and tastes, with ample
provision for the younger generation. A small selection
of reference books, supported by the information re-
sources of the County as a whole, is available for
consultation and the staff will be anxious to assist
members of the public with their information needs.

Extra provision has been made in this library for
additional display cases which will be delivered and
erected within the next few weeks. Part of the purpose
of this is to enable the Sandgate Society, who may well
not be able to continue in their present premises, to
be able to display various items relating to Sandgate's
history in the library from time to time. It will also
enable a programme of larger displays on topics of
interest to be shown in the library.




OPENING HOURS

MONDAY 10.30 a.m. .00 p.m. 25 308t
TUESDAY 10.30 a.m. .00 p.m. 25 308DPE
WEDNESDAY Closed Closed
THURSDAY 10.30 a.m. 3 8 2R SORDIS
FRIDAY Closed 2080 Do

SATURDAY  10.00 a.m. .30 p.m. Closed

Telephone:Folkestone 38563

County Librarian Dean Harrison, MA, FLA.

Divisional Librarian R.N.E. Dawe, ALA.
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Counclllors united
in fight for library

THE CAMPAIGN to re-open
Sandgate library has gathered
momentum with all three council-
lors for the area throwing their
weight behind the scheme.

The Herald recently reported that the
Sandgate Society was furious that fre-
quent flooding had kept the library shut
since June.

Now Sandgate councillors Robert
Bliss, Gordon Elliott and Joy Macmillan
have joined forces to lobby Kent County
Council for the facility to be fully
restored.

Councillor Macmillan said: “We have
all been working quietly behind the
scenes to re-open the library.

“We think it is a valuable asset to the
community and it should never have
been closed.”

And Councillor Elliott said the library
was vital for young and old alike.

He added: “Children use Sandgate
library to learn to read and without it peo-
ple will have to go to Folkestone library
or use the mobile one - and you can’t just
go down there when you feel like it.”

He continued: “Kent County Council
says that flooding is a problem and that
the books would be damaged if it we had
it b:

ut what used to happen when a
place was flooded was that they would
put up a barrier of sandbags there and

By Toby Smith |

try to prevent the flooding.”

The books from the libarary have now
largely been moved out of the old
library, fuelling suspicions that the clo-
sure is permanent.

But KCC has hit back saying no final
decision yet taken as to the library’s
future.

A spokesman said: “The councillors
have md we are using the flooding as an

il
=

Fha( may be their view but that is the
reason why it has been closed and all we
can is that the library’s future is still
being reviewed.”

But he added that he could not give
any guarantee that the library would be
reopened.

He added: “There is a mobile library
which comes to the Riviera Road and of:
course there are also Hythe and
Folkestone libraries for people to go to.”

But Mrs Macmillan insists: “The
council has said the water runs down the
hill, cars splash water at the library and
the roof leaks.

“But surveyors have told us the dam-
age is only superficial and that there are
no real structural problems.

“We can see no reason why the library,
with a little repair work, could not be
restored.”

Winners!

SIX LUCKY people listed
below are winners of our
Fairy Liquid competition.
Their prize is an attrac-
tive kitchen clock which will
be despatched to them short-
ly. M Harrison, Marine
Point, Radnor CIiff, Sand-
gate; Mrs Hobbs, Middle-
burg House, Cheriton; Mrs J
Finn, Green Meadows,
Dymchurch; Mrs P Fuller,
Canterbury Rd, Folkestone;
Mrs C Hobbs, Page Farm,
Postling and Mrs E Cutting,
Hythe Road, Dymchurch.




